Wind Operations Task Force 

Update to ROS on Outstanding Issues, 15 May 2008

· Questions #3 & #4 --- Interconnection Process Issues:
a) Better defined voltage support requirements

b) Better defined SCADA control on generation breakers

c) ERCOT/TSP/Generator voltage management practices

d) Generation Interconnection Synchronization checklist
e) How will generation unit’s provide reactive support/voltage control 

#3: What is there now and how is it used?

#4: What do we need?
Status:  A partial informal survey has been compiled by Oncor, but clearly is not comprehensive.  The group is still researching pertinent documents.  It’s possible there are parts of the network that are not controlled well, and further, ERCOT Operations may not be fully aware of where these problems are.  The use of NERC standards MOD-010, MOD-011, and MOD-012 is possible for enforcement.  The WOTF is still working on these two questions.
· Question #6 --- Evaluate transmission line and wind power production outage criteria:  Conduct a survey of existing practices.
Status:  ERCOT presented this to CMWG on May 9 since this topic can possibly affect both reliability and the wholesale market.  The WOTF will review this at its next meeting.
· Question #7 --- What reliability issues (if any) would ERCOT have of instituting such a practice?  

Tabled until next mtg
· Question #8  --- Run multiple CSC limit studies:  What tool is being developed; how will it work; how will it mesh with the Day Ahead & Hour Ahead; How often will it run?
Status:  ERCOT staff is developing a new tool that will supplement the RealTime Contingency Analysis tool by searching for new limits based upon real-time conditions. Instead of just using the RTCA tool to lower limits, this will allow for the evaluation of both increases and decreases in zonal transfer limits.  This usage of both tools has the potential to increase the usage of the transmission network during the times that real-time conditions dictate a higher transfer capability than the Day Ahead plan had forecast, eliminating latent capability.  ERCOT will issue a Market Notice when this becomes available.  The WOTF will provide a further update next month.
· Question #9 --- Dynamic Line Ratings : What are ERCOT’s existing practices with thermal line ratings?  
Status:  A quick look at the line ratings shows Oncor has provided ERCOT Operations with a lookup table for almost all of its lines based on ambient temperature.  AEP has tested a tension monitoring devise that inherently includes the effect of ambient temperature, solar radiation, and wind speed and direction in determining the real-time rating of selected circuits; and the WOTF has set some time at its next meeting to learn about this technology.  The WOTF will update the ROS again next month.
· Question #10 --- Survey existing practices elsewhere regarding use of wind speed, etc in determining line ratings.
Tabled until next mtg
· Question #11 --- Wind generator knowledge of plant equipment/controls/best practices

Status:  The WOTF has drafted a list of topics to be included for training, and will have a final list ready next month.
· Question #12 --- Additional question: Are there long term commitment issues of negative localized pricing?  How does a fossil fuel plant survive in an area of a constrained intermittent portfolio?  DA market vs Secondary market? 
Tabled until next mtg
