May 1, 2008

Linda L. Rodriguez, AEP

RE: Presentation – Outage Response Timelines. 


General comments:
•        Option 1 – CRR pulls outage information as late as possible 
•        Option 2 – Move 90 day outages out to 100 days 
–        Option 1 or 2:    AEP supports Option 1 as under Protocol 3.10.4 a CRR model is assembled at least 2 months (60 days) prior to an effective month, any outage whether submitted 90 days or 100 in days in         advance, with a 15 day approval, would necessitate its inclusion in the CRR model.   
–        AEP does not support the 10 day approval window difference as creating an “extremely compressed timeline for the creation of the CRR model”. 
•        Option 3 – Reduce 90-day approval time to 5 days 
–        The change from a 5 day to 15 day approval window for the 90 + days outage submittal is supported by AEP to allow both TSP and ERCOT Coordination to fully evaluate the impact of an outage which may be         needed to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT system. I.e. this allows for date/ time adjustments that may be needed for the necessary work. 
•        Option 4 – Create CRR monthly outage deadline 
–        AEP opposes any monthly outage deadline to serve a CRR model processes.   
–        Considerations:   
–        Provides the ability to define specific outage types to be included in CRR model – outages to be included in the CRR model are already defined in Nodal operating guides 
–        Simplifies the long-term Outage Approval Process – there has been no demonstrative advantage on the scheduling of outages in a long term process as system load and weather patterns as well as         forced outages in a short term window dictate whether or not an existing approved outage will actually take place.     
–        Requires advance scheduling of outages by TSPs -  this could be limited to new construction only as there is no feasible or practical way to incorporate advance scheduling of outage that could have a         significant impact on reliability – i.e. required reliability line and station inspections that result in transmission lines and/or devices that need to taken out of service to meet maintenance requirements 
–        Advanced approval of CRR transmission outages still subject to withdrawal due to automatic acceptance of Resource Outages   - Any lengthening on the Transmission Operations outage scheduling         request times needs to have a lengthening beyond 8 days of generation being able to take non forced outages without ERCOT's approval.  It extremely hard now with all the variables to be able to find         clearance windows without a required ERCOT approval for plannned generation outages beyond 8 days. 
–        Could require the rejection of CRR-type outages that are submitted outside the CRR timeline –  the limiting of transmission outage by CRR model could have a severe impact on the reliability of the grid         thereby impacting the CRR process itself.   Generation outages would need to be considered in this rejection process as well. 
–        Requires CRR team to operate with a compressed timeline 






