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	NPRR Number
	111
	NPRR Title
	Timelines for Response by ERCOT to TSP Requests

	Date Posted
	March 4, 2008

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision 
	3.1.5.3, Timelines for Response by ERCOT for TSP Requests

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal 

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) proposes two revisions in the table in Section 3.1.5.3(1):

The first revision proposes changing “three” to “four” to make the timeline internally consistent.  The current wording could require approval of an Outage six hours prior to its submission.
The second revision proposes increasing the “approval window” for the 45-day timeline from five days to 15 days (as it is in Zonal Protocols).

	Reason for Revision
	The reason for first revision is to add clarity and internal consistency.
The reason for the second revision is that the approval window for the 45-day timeline does not allow sufficient time to analyze the complicated Outages that typically occur during this time.  The five-day window for any given Outage can include weekends and holidays during which Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) do not provide support to the Outage coordinators.  As a result, ERCOT’s effective approval window is often reduced to two or three days.  (An Outage submitted Friday afternoon must be approved on the following Tuesday).  Overall, this results in an increased percentage of Outages submitted in the 45-day process being rejected or moved into the nine-day process due to insufficient information.  This approval window, therefore, needs to be expanded.  ERCOT Staff recommends that it be lengthened to 15 days, similar to the Zonal Protocols.

	Overall Market Benefit
	The proposed revisions will enhance the clarity of the Protocols and result in more Outages being approved in the 45-day timeline, thereby providing Market Participants with more advanced notice of Outages.  This will have a positive impact on both TSP’s scheduling crews and the Market Participants’ ability to predict congestion.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Implications
	None.

	Reason for Revision (from Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) Charter Scope)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
(1) Revisions resulting from Commission orders; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(2) Clarifications of Protocol language that do not change the intent or technical specifications of the Protocols; (for revision (i))
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(3) Correction of technical errors or processes that are found to not be technically feasible; (for revision (ii))
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(4) Revisions to the Protocols necessary to implement the results of the value engineering analysis or to otherwise avoid severe cost impacts; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(5) Other (describe):

	TPTF Review (Yes or No, and summary of conclusion)
	No.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits

	Assumptions
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	None.
	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact
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	2
	Increasing the percentage of Outages approved in the 45-day timeline will result in more advance notice of Outages.
	The ability to consistently secure approval of Outages submitted in the 45-day timeline could have significant monetary savings for TSP’s and will increase the market’s ability to predict congestion.  

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Woody Rickerson

	E-mail Address
	wrickerson@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512 248 6501

	Cell Number
	512 517 5652

	Market Segment
	ERCOT ISO


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Giriraj Sharma

	E-Mail Address
	gsharma@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6759


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.1.5.3
Timelines for Response by ERCOT for TSP Requests

(1)
For Transmission Facilities Outages, ERCOT shall approve or reject each request in accordance with the following table:

	Amount of time between the request for approval of the proposed Outage and the scheduled start date of the proposed Outage:
	ERCOT shall approve or reject no later than:

	Three days
	1800 hours, two days before the start of the proposed Outage

	Between four and eight days
	1800 hours, three days before the start of the proposed Outage

	Between nine days and 45 days
	Four days before the start of the proposed Outage

	Between 46 and 90 days
	Thirty days before the start of the proposed Outage 

	Greater than 90 days
	Seventy-five days before the start of the proposed Outage


(2)
For Outages scheduled at least three days before the scheduled start date of the proposed Outage, ERCOT shall make reasonable attempts to accommodate unusual circumstances that support TSP requests for approval earlier than required by the schedule above.

(3)
If circumstances prevent adherence to these timetables, ERCOT shall discuss the request status and reason for the delay of the approval with the requesting TSP and make reasonable attempts to mitigate the effect of the delay on the TSP.

(4)
When ERCOT rejects a request for an Outage, ERCOT shall provide the TSP, in written or electronic form, suggested amendments to the schedules of a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities.  Any such suggested amendments accepted by the TSP must be processed by ERCOT as a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities request under this Section.
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