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ERCOT offers these comments to clarify which types of Forced Outages call for an Out of Merit Energy (OOME) to zero Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI).  ERCOT believes such VDIs should be limited to instances in which Forced Outage equipment directly disconnects the Generation Resources from the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  ERCOT also proposes a three (3) Business Day reporting deadline for requesting a VDI for a Forced Outage.
Proposed revised language is attached.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


6.5.11
Zonal Out-of-Merit Energy Service

(1)
ERCOT will use Zonal OOME Deployments to procure additional energy required to provide reliable ERCOT System operation, as determined by ERCOT.  Zonal OOME Deployments shall not be used to bring on additional capacity.

(2)
Any QSE with Generation Resources may be called upon by ERCOT to provide Zonal OOME Service in any time frame that the Resources are listed as on line in the Resource Plan.

(3)
Zonal OOME is used by ERCOT only when necessary to provide ERCOT System security and only after other Congestion management techniques have failed to clear a Congestion problem.  ERCOT will call on Zonal OOME Service in such a way as to minimize the use of this service as much as practicable.

(4)
Zonal OOME will be settled in accordance with Section 6.8.2.5, Settlement of Zonal OOME Deployments.

(5)
The QSE associated with the Generation Resources that receives a Zonal OOME Dispatch Instruction must use all commercially reasonable efforts to provide the requested service.  If the QSE declines the Dispatch Instruction according to the provisions of Section 5.4.4, Compliance with Dispatch Instructions, of these Protocols to provide Zonal OOME Service(s), ERCOT will post such declines on the MIS.

(6)
Upon a SPS actuation the TSP shall inform ERCOT of the time of actuation.  The affected QSE(s) will receive a verbal Dispatch Instruction OOME instruction corresponding with the actuation that will last no longer than four (4) hours after the time of actuation.  If the actuation results in a unit being taken Off-line then ERCOT will proceed in accordance with the OOME Off-line Dispatch in item (12) of Section 6.5.10, Out of Merit Capacity and Out of Merit Energy Services.

(7)
In the event a SPS triggers a trip of a DC Tie, the QSE(s) scheduling the DC Tie shall be entitled to OOME payment based on the quantity of power being imported as defined by the amount shown in the NERC tag effective at the time of the SPS actuation.  ERCOT will proceed in accordance with OOME down Dispatch provisions in item (4) of Section 6.8.2.3, Energy Payments, utilizing the RCGFC category (Combined Cycle greater than 90 MW** = FIP * 5 MMBtu/MWh).  The QSE(s) scheduling the DC Tie will be entitled to OOME payments for the duration the DC Tie is Off-line up to a maximum of four (4) hours.

**
Determined by capacity of largest simple cycle combustion turbine in the train.

(8) In the event a Forced Outage of a Transmission Facility directly causes a Forced Outage of a Generation Resource, the affected QSE(s) will receive an OOME Down to zero (0) Verbal Dispatch Instruction corresponding with the Transmission Facility Forced Outage.  
(a)
Forced Outages of Transmission Facilities that meet this criterion are restricted to Outages of the lines or buses which directly connect a Generation Resource to the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  In the event that a qualifying Transmission Facility Forced Outage occurs which forces a Generation Resource Off-line, the QSE affected by the Forced Outage may contact its ERCOT Client Services representative within three (3) Business Days of the Forced Outage occurrence.  ERCOT shall verify the Forced Outage within five (5) Business Days, and issue a Verbal Dispatch Instruction if necessary.
(b)
The OOME VDI will be settled in accordance with Section 6.8.2.5, Settlement of Zonal OOME Deployments.
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