Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	105
	NPRR Title
	Section 23, Synchronization of Zonal Protocols

	Date Posted
	February 26, 2008

	
	

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision 
	Section 23, Texas Test Plan Team – Retail Market Testing

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) synchronizes zonal Protocol Section 23 with the current Nodal Protocols.  

	Reason for Revision
	Synchronization of remaining zonal Protocol sections with the Nodal Protocols.  

	Overall Market Benefit
	Completion of Nodal Protocols.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Implications 
	TBD

	Reason for Revision (from Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) Charter Scope)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
(1) Revisions resulting from Commission orders; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(2) Clarifications of Protocol language that do not change the intent or technical specifications of the Protocols; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(3) Correction of technical errors or processes that are found to not be technically feasible; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(4) Revisions to the Protocols necessary to implement the results of the value engineering analysis or to otherwise avoid severe cost impacts; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(5) Other (describe):

	TPTF Review (Yes or No, and summary of conclusion)
	


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	Assumptions
	1
	Synchronization changes are administrative in nature and should have no impact or minimal impact on the market.  

	
	2
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	
	

	
	2
	
	

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Completion of Nodal Protocols.
	

	
	2
	Synchronization of remaining zonal Protocol sections with the Nodal Protocols.
	

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Other Comments
	1
	

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Ann S. Boren

	E-mail Address
	aboren@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-275-7411

	Cell Number
	512-731-6754

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Ann S. Boren

	E-Mail Address
	aboren@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-275-7411


	Comments


A new “Definitions Section” has been added to the beginning of Section 23 for defined terms used only in this Section.  Either definitions will need to be added for terms that are not defined but are capitalized throughout Section 23 or such terms should be made lower case if stakeholders choose not to define them. 
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23
Texas Test Plan Team – Retail Market Testing

This Section contains an overview of the purpose and scope of the Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT).  It also refers to the standards that are defined in the Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP) posted on the ERCOT Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  This Section applies to ERCOT, Competitive Retailers (CR), and Transmission Service Providers (TSP) and/or Distribution Service Providers (DSP) serving areas where Customer Choice is in effect.  
SECTION 23 DEFINITIONS

The following definitions are supplied for terms used only in this Section.  

ERCOT Flight Administrator (definition needed)
Independent Third Party Testing Administrator (ITPTA) (definition needed)
23.1
Overview

(1)
The Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT) is an ERCOT standing working group that reports to the Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS).  The TTPT is comprised of volunteers from Market Participant companies.  These volunteers work in a cooperative manner to establish processes and procedures for testing the commercial operations to verify retail systems are in compliance with the ERCOT Protocols and Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Substantive Rules.

(2)
The TTPT processes and procedures for testing represent the consensus view of Market Participants directly involved in the testing process.

(3)
The TTPT evaluates market processes defined by the ERCOT Protocols, other RMS working groups, and PUCT Substantive Rules to establish testing requirements and materials necessary to validate those processes among Market Participants.

(4)
ERCOT may enlist the services of an Independent Third Party Testing Administrator (ITPTA) in this testing process.

(5)
The TTPT works with the ERCOT Flight Administrator to ensure that testing processes and procedures are defined for the ERCOT market and that the content of those materials are thoroughly and equitably administered with all participants.

23.2
Testing Participants

The following parties conduct market compliance testing and abide by the testing process defined by the Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT):

(a)
ERCOT;

(b)
Transmission Service Provider (TSP);
(c)
Distribution Service Provider (DSP); and

(d)
Competitive Retailer (CR).

23.3
Documentation and Testing Materials

The Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT)  develops and maintains a test plan and related testing standards.  The processes and procedures for testing are defined in the Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP) posted on the ERCOT Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.

23.4
Market Changes

The Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT) stays abreast of changes within the ERCOT market (e.g. Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (Texas SET) Implementation Guides, Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG) communication protocols, ERCOT Protocols, and Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Substantive Rules) and develops testing processes to validate changes.  When such changes occur, the TTPT modifies the testing standards defined in the Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP) as needed to provide for adequate testing of all affected market systems.  Testing of these changes is scheduled to allow ERCOT and all Market Participants adequate time to modify their systems and participate in the testing process.

23.5
Testing Success

Testing success is defined according to the information in the Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP) and the test scripts.  The ERCOT Flight Administrator is the final authority on all levels of business process certification among trading partners, including the verification that a party has successfully passed testing and is eligible to go into production.
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