Why are we having a discussion around TOUS?
PUCT substantive rules, Chapter 25 section 130 item (l) says:
(l) Time of Use Schedule. Commission approval of a time of use schedule (“TOUS”) pursuant to ERCOT protocols is not necessary prior to implementation of the new TOUS. 
What do Protocols say about this now?
18.7.1
Load Profiling of Time-of-Use Metered ESI ID

18.7.1.4
Availability of TOU Schedules

The availability of TOU schedules will be dependent on the following:

(1)
For TDSP service territories with TOU tariffs in effect prior to December 31, 2000, all Competitive Retailers will be able to offer the TOU schedules associated with those tariffs.

(2)
Within every TDSP service territory, additional TOUS shall be implemented if approved by the PUCT.  The implementation of any new or modified TOUS would be subject to the ERCOT and Texas SET change control process.

How we might fix the Protocols?
We need a PRR to delete the second bullet in 18.7.1.4 above.  
This change was omitted from PRR736 that is currently tabled at PRS but does make other changes to this section/

What does the LPG say about this now?
16.1.2
Establishing New Time-Of-Use Schedules

(1)
For use within an investor-owned TDSP service territory, any new TOU Schedule requires PUCT approval.  Such approval is not required for new TOU Schedules in other service territories not regulated by the PUCT.  For new TOU Schedules in service territories not regulated by the PUCT, approval from the governing regulatory body is required prior to implementation into the competitive market. 

(2)
Any requested TOU Schedule failing to have appropriate regulatory approval shall not be implemented by ERCOT. (Revisit opt-in entities’ TOU schedules.) 

(3)
All TOU Schedules in the ERCOT system shall be identified and coded into the ERCOT data processing system.  A Market Participant (MP) requesting the use of a new TOU Schedule shall submit the approved TOU Schedule to ERCOT.  ERCOT shall code its data processing system to accommodate the new TOU Schedule.  When coding is completed ERCOT shall provide the requester with the ERCOT TOU Schedule Code, which identifies the new TOU Schedule.  

(4)
At Market Open, the ERCOT data processing system can only accommodate TOU Schedules that have no more than four TOU periods (e.g., Off-Peak, Mid-Peak, On-Peak, Super-Peak).  If the requested schedule has more than four TOU periods then ERCOT shall perform programming to accommodate the new TOU Schedule.  Any decision to accommodate more than four TOU periods is subject to assessment of system change requirements by ERCOT, in accordance with ERCOT and TX SET change control processes.  With approval, ERCOT shall modify its data processing system to handle TOU Schedules having more than four TOU periods.  After the data processing system has been modified to handle TOU Schedules with more than four TOU periods, the requested TOU Schedule shall be implemented.  

16.1.2.1
Timing of New Time-Of-Use Schedule Implementation

(1)
Once approved and ERCOT is notified, a new schedule with up to four TOU periods shall be implemented by ERCOT within seven Business Days, subject to the phasing in by billing cycle indicated in Protocol Section 18.2.9, Adjustments and Changes to Load Profile Development.

(2)
If a schedule with more than four TOU periods is approved, the time to implement this schedule shall include the amount of time to modify the ERCOT data processing systems.  Implementation time may be greater than seven Business Days, as required to accomplish all the necessary system changes.

(3)
When any new TOU Schedule has been implemented and a TOU meter has been installed and programmed to record kWh per the TOU Schedule, any CR may begin submitting Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) with a Load Profile ID reflecting this TOU Schedule for the approved TDSP service area to ERCOT.
How we might fix the LPG?
PROPSOSED NEW SECTION 16.1.1 (To replace the old 16.1.2 and 16.1.2.1.  We already deleted the old 16.1.1)

 Establishing New Time-Of-Use Schedules

Available TOUS are listed in Appendix D, Profile Decision Tree.  Any request for a new TOUS shall be submitted as a Load Profiling Guide Revision Request (LPGRR) in accordance with the process set forth in the LPG Section 2, Load Profiling Guide Revision Process.

Currently, the ERCOT settlement system can only accommodate TOUS that have up to four TOU periods (e.g., Off-Peak, Mid-Peak, On-Peak, Super-Peak).  Requests for new TOUS that have four or less buckets can be implemented in ERCOT systems within seven Business Days of approval.  Requests for TOUS with more than these four buckets will require significant system changes and will be subject the LPGRR requesting the new schedule to the project prioritization process within ERCOT to determine their ERCOT implementation time.  

Since TOUS also impact TDSP systems and these systems vary in their ability to support these schedules, ERCOT Staff and the PWG will coordinate closely with TDSP(s) impacted by a new proposed TOU schedule.  Each impacted TDSP will be requested to submit comments to the proposed LPGRR regarding the system impacts and time frame required to implement the requested TOUS.  The PWG will incorporate this time frame in the expected implementation date for the LPGRR.
ERCOT shall issue a market notice once the new TOUS has been incorporated into ERCOT systems, and also once the affected TDSP’s have implemented the new TOUS and notified ERCOT that the TOUS is ready.  At this point CR’s may begin to request that the TOU meters be installed based on the process documented in ??????
A related issue
The LPG currently publishes a TOUS for Centerpoint that apparently was available at market open that is no longer available.  We need to confirm that the other TOUS that are published are still viable and determine a course of action for this TOUS (and any others that are not viable).  
