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As written, this Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) allows Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to take up to 30 minutes to shed firm Load during a Step 4 Emergency Electrical Curtailment Plan (EECP) event. EECP Step 4 may be declared when frequency is below 59.8 Hz and will be implemented for frequency below 59.5 Hz.  EECP Step 4 is the most severe step of the EECP. EECP Step 4 signifies that other measures have failed to relieve the ERCOT Transmission Grid and that ERCOT is directing all TSPs and their agents to shed firm Load in order to avoid collapse.  To allow 30 minutes to respond under these circumstances violates NERC Standard EOP-003 R8 which states the following: 

“Each Transmission Operator or Balancing Authority shall have plans for operator-controlled manual load shedding to respond to real-time emergencies.  The Transmission Operator or Balancing Authority shall be capable of implementing the load shedding in a timeframe adequate for responding to the emergency.” (italics added)

ERCOT Staff has added language to make ERCOT compliant with the NERC Standard.

	Revised Proposed Guide Language


4.5.3
Implementation
ERCOT shall be responsible for monitoring system conditions, initiating the EECP steps below, notifying all QSEs and TOs, and coordinating the implementation of the EECP Conditions while maintaining transmission security limits.  QSEs and TOs will notify all the Market Participants they represent of each ERCOT declared EECP Step.

ERCOT has the authority to obtain Emergency Assistance energy over the DC Tie(s) for use by ERCOT.  ERCOT is also the coordinating authority for requests for emergency type power into or out of ERCOT.

ERCOT, at management’s discretion, may at any time issue an appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation.  

There may be insufficient time to implement all steps in sequence.  ERCOT may immediately implement Step 4 of the EECP any time the system frequency is below 59.8 Hz and will immediately implement Step 4 any time the frequency is below 59.5 Hz.

Percentages for Step 4 Load shedding will be based on the previous year's TDSP peak Load, as reported to ERCOT, and will be reviewed by ERCOT and modified annually.

The ERCOT System Operator shall declare the EECP steps to be taken by QSEs and TDSPs.  QSEs and TDSPs shall implement actions under that Step (and all above if not previously accomplished) and if ordered by the ERCOT Shift Supervisor or his designate, shall report back to the ERCOT System Operator when the requested step has been completed.

During EECP Step 4, ERCOT must be capable of shedding sufficient firm Load to arrest frequency decay and to prevent generator tripping.  The amount of firm Load to be shed may vary depending on ERCOT grid conditions during the event. Each TSP will be capable of shedding their allocation of firm Load, without delay.  The maximum time for the TSP to interrupt firm Load will depend on how much Load is to be shed and whether the Load is to be interrupted by SCADA or by the dispatch of personnel to substations.  Since the need to shed firm Load is immediate, interruption by SCADA is preferred.  The following requirements apply for an ERCOT instruction to shed firm Load:

(a)
Load interrupted by SCADA will be shed without delay. After instructions from ERCOT to drop Load, the initial Load response will occur within 5 minutes, and all requested MWs shall be shed in a time period not to exceed thirty (30) minutes;
(b)
Load interrupted by dispatch of personnel to substations to manually shed Load will be implemented within a time period not to exceed one (1) hour;
(c)
The initial clock on the firm Load shed shall apply only to Load shed amounts up to 1000 MW total.  Load shed amount requests exceeding 1000 MW on the initial clock may take longer to implement; and
(d)
If, after the first Load shed instruction, ERCOT determines that an additional amount of firm Load should be shed, another clock will begin anew.  The time frames mentioned above will apply.

Each TSP, or its Designated Agent, will provide ERCOT a status report of Load shed progress within thirty (30) minutes of the time of ERCOT’s instruction or upon ERCOT’s request.
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