January 29, 2008

Bob Green, Garland Power & Light

RE: EDS 3 SCED Market Participant Handbook v3.01
General comments:

All of my comments are regarding the part of Section 6.2 duplicated below.  It would be nice to get verbal answers during the TPTF meeting.  I am not requesting that the Handbook be expanded if the best place to put something in writing is a slide for a Release 5 Monday/Friday Market Update.  My apologies if this information has been disseminated already.
 
Testing Structure
ERCOT will be performing the sequence of events outlined in Nodal Protocols section 6.5.7.1 through 6.5.7.4 during normal business hours.  During non-business hours the systems will continue to operate but will not be manned with ERCOT Grid Operations personnel. Starting in Mid-April, the EMS and MMS systems will be manned with ERCOT Grid Operations personnel 24x7.  In Parallel ERCOT will be performing the tasks to achieve Readiness Metric MO5.  ERCOT Grid Operations personnel will contact QSE operators to continuously manage the nodal test environment.
 
QSEs with Generation Resources should manage the data flow to ERCOT to continuously update ERCOT with the actual status of its Resources keeping its telemetry updated including the AS Resource Responsibility (updated with reasonable values) to support testing of SCED and posting of LMPs.
 
ICCP data feeds should be continuously submitted by TSP and QSEs with Resources to ERCOT’s Nodal systems.
 
QSEs with Resources should also submit Current Operating Plans, Three-Part Supply Offers, Output Schedules and Incremental / Decremental Energy Offers Curves as described in section 6 SCED R5.4 - Six Month LMP Posting, EDS Testing Schedule
 
Comments
· Are all of the section 6.5.7.1 functions going to be exercised vigorously during R5.4?  Will the ERCOT Grid Operations personnel also contact TSP operators to continuously manage the nodal test environment [see underlined sentence above]?  Obviously, the quality of the State Estimator solution is a big part of the quality and stability of the LMPs.  Do we need to just keep the TSP ICCP running or also make efforts to keep the data pristine? 

· What are the normal business hours for the mid-February through mid-April testing [M-F, 8 to 5, 6 to 6, etc.]?  During this phase of testing, assuming that support staff [at ERCOT and the TSP] will still be working on Release 4 issues, will ICCP quality issues be raised by ERCOT Release 4 staff or ERCOT operators? 

· For the 7x24 testing that starts in mid-April, is ERCOT expecting that TSPs and QSEs will have separate operators for Zonal and Nodal operations?  Does there need to be separate phone numbers for making routine calls?  If an MP operator has a common EMS with Nodal and Zonal displays and they can handle the dual workload, is that sufficient for a good “Market Readiness Score?” 

