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Topics

●
 

ERO Implementation Timeline
●

 
Texas RE Standards Development Process

●
 

Texas RE Regional Standards Milestones
●

 
Roles and Responsibilities of RSC

●
 

Key Players in the Standards Development 
Process

●
 

Process Overview
●

 
Standards Submittal Process

●
 

Where to find the information on the website
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ERO Implementation Timeline

FERC 
Implementing 

Rule

Energy Policy 
Act

Aug. 
2005

Feb. 
2006

April 
2006

NERC ERO 
Application Filing 

and NERC 
Standards Filing

July 
2006

ERO 
Certification 

Order

Oct. 
2006

NERC Compliance 
Filing

 

FERC Standards NOPR

Nov. 
2006

Uniform Compliance 
Program and 

Regional Delegation 
Agreements

Jan. 
2007

Standards NOPR 
Comments Filings

 

NERC Non-

 

Governance Order

Mar. 
2007

83 Reliability 
Standards 
Approved; 

Order 693

Apr. 19, 
2007

Order on Compliance 
Program

 

&
Delegation 

Agreements

June 18, 
2007

Mandatory 
Compliance

FERC NOPR on  
CIP: Proposes 

adoption

July 19, 
2007

Jan. 17 
2008

FERC  approves  
CIP Standards
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ERO Implementation - Regional Delegation 
Agreements

●
 

Delegated functions
Compliance
Regional standards 

●
 

Regional consistency is key
Transparency
Predictability
Uniform outcomes



FEDERAL ( Statutory)

Reports ERCOT protocol and 
operating guide violations to PUCT

Develop Regional Reliability standards  

Monitor and enforce the continent wide standards, the regional standards and, ERCOT 
protocols and operating guides within the region

Develops and monitors enforcement of Continent wide Reliability
Standards for the purpose of Bulk Power System Reliability 

Uses  penalties and other means against energy organizations 
and individuals who violate FERC and NERC approved reliability 
standards in the energy markets

Dispute resolution associated with compliance review and 
enforcement processes in case a resolution cannot be achieved at
the regional level. 

Texas Regional Entity

NERC/ERO

FERC

Reports to NERC on NERC Standards and Regional Reliability Standards 
violations

Request Revision, Deletion or Development of a Regional Standard

Oversee mandatory reliability standards governing the nation’s 
electricity grid to ensure reliability of the nation’s electricity 
transmission grid

The Hearing Body in the ERCOT 
region

PUCT

STATE ( Non-Statutory)
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Texas RE Standards Development Process

●
 

FERC approved the Texas RE Reliability 
Standards Development Process as part of the 
delegation agreement on April 19, 2007.

●
 

The latest approved version of the Texas RE 
Reliability Standards Development Process is 
posted on the Texas RE website in the Reliability 
Standards section (Planning and Procedures):

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/
standards/index.html

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
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Texas RE Regional Standards Milestones

●
 

Texas RE Board of Directors approved the 
three Texas RE procedure documents on 
August 21, 2007

Registered Ballot Body
Reliability Standards Committee
Standards Drafting Team

●
 

Reliability Standards Committee (RSC) was 
formed in November 2007.

●
 

As of December 1, 2007, Texas RE has 32 
entities registered as the Registered Ballot 
Body (RBB).

●
 

Texas RE is in the process of a Standards 
Management Tool. 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/rrs/pp/Registered Ballot Body Procedure 08.21.07.doc
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Roles and Responsibilities of RSC

●
 

Review of Regional Standards Authorization 
Requests (SAR) 

●
 

Recommend development, revision or deletion of 
an ERCOT-Specific Regional Standard. 

●
 

Vote to recommend a proposed new or revised 
Regional Standard to be presented for a vote to 
all ERCOT Member Participants. 

●
 

Refer the proposed standards package to be 
submitted for BOD approval based on the 
Stakeholders vote.
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Texas RE Reliability Standards Committee 
Procedure

●
 

Texas RE Reliability Standards Committee 
Procedure is posted on the Texas RE website in 
the Reliability Standards section (Planning and 
Procedures):

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/
standards/index.html

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
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Key Roles in the Texas RE Standards 
Development Process

●
 

Requester
●

 
Reliability Standards Committee (RSC)

●
 

Reliability Standards Manager (RSM)
●

 
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS)

●
 

Standards Drafting Team (SDT)
●

 
Registered Ballot Body (RBB)

Ballot Pool
●

 
ERCOT Board of Directors



RSC
( Standards Process 

Owner)

ROS
(Technical Advisors)

SDT
( Subject Matter 

Experts) 
Reject, remand or  approve 
SARs

Recommend a slate of ad-hoc 
individuals or pre-existing working 
group or similar for the Standard 
Drafting Team

Draft high-quality, enforceable, 
and technically accurate 
Regional Standards and 
related documents 

Recommend development, 
deletion or revision of a 
Regional Reliability Standard

Review and comment on the SDT 
final work product

Assess the impact of the SAR 
on neighboring regions

Prioritize the development of 
SARs as may be required

Recommend an Interpretation 
Drafting Team (IDT) P.23 of
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/sta

 

ndards/rrs/pp/TexasRE%20Standards%20Devel

 

opment%20Process.pdf

Draft an implementation plan, 
including the nature, extent and 
duration of field-testing

Verify all the work completed 
by the SDT

Review the proposed interpretation 
of the Regional Standards to 
assure it does not lessen 
measurability or compromise the 
technical soundness of the 
standards

Identification of any existing 
Standard that otherwise is 
impacted by the 
implementation of the draft 
Standard.

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/rrs/pp/TexasRE Standards Development Process.pdf
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/rrs/pp/TexasRE Standards Development Process.pdf
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/rrs/pp/TexasRE Standards Development Process.pdf


Texas RE Standards Development Process 
Overview

Direct ROS to 
appoint SDT

Originator 
initiates the 

SAR
RSC 

evaluation 
of SAR

RSM receives the 
SAR; Checks for
complete Scope 
and Justification 

Post SAR on 
Texas RE for 

public viewing

RSC evaluation 
of Draft Standard 

and the 
implementation 

plan 

RSC evaluation 
of revised Draft 

Standard and the 
implementation 

plan 

RSC 
Authorization to 

move the 
Standards to 

Ballot 

RSC to declare a
Project Schedule

Draft Standard & 
Questions for 

Comment Form

Draft Compliance 
& Questions for 
Comment Form

Consider 
Comments, 

Revise 
Standard and 

re - draft 
Assemble 

Comments 
for SDT & 

Compliance

1st
Posting for

Stakeholder 
C comments 

on Standard 
& 

Compliance

Consider 
Comments, 

Revise 
Compliance 
and re - draft

SDT
Industry Experts 

Compliance Staff

Make Field Test 
Recommendation

Post for 
BOD

Adoption

Assemble 
Comments 
for SDT & 

Compliance

Consider 
Comments 

Post Response 
to Comments & 

Conduct 2
Ballot

Conduct 
1 st Ballot

Consider 
Comments, Revise 

Standard 
Assemble 

Comments 
for SDT & 

Compliance
e

2 nd posting for 
Stakeholder 

Submit 
Comments on 

Standard & 
Compliance

Consider 
Comments, Revise 

Compliance

Establish Ballot Body 
Pool per RSC 

direction 

Remand

Rejected: A letter of 
explanation will be send 
within 30 days of decision.

Accept
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Standards Submittal Process to NERC 

●
 

Proposed regional reliability standards shall be 
subject to review by NERC, and approval by both 
NERC Board of Trustees and Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) or other 
applicable authorities in Canada and Mexico  
before becoming mandatory and enforceable. 

●
 

The latest version of NERC Regional Reliability 
Standards Evaluation Procedure is found at:

www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/sac/rrswg/NERC_
 Regional_Reliability_Standards_Development_Pr

 ocedure_Version%200-0%202007-06-15_dwt.pdf

ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/sac/rrswg/NERC_Regional_Reliability_Standards_Development_Procedure_Version 0-0 2007-06-15_dwt.pdf
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/sac/rrswg/NERC_Regional_Reliability_Standards_Development_Procedure_Version 0-0 2007-06-15_dwt.pdf
ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/sac/rrswg/NERC_Regional_Reliability_Standards_Development_Procedure_Version 0-0 2007-06-15_dwt.pdf


RSC
1.29.2008

14

Standards Submittal Process to NERC (cont.)

●
 

There are main milestones during the SDP when 
NERC must be notified

SAR is accepted by RSC
Public comments  are solicited on Draft 
Regional Reliability Standard
Draft standard has moved to Membership 
Voting
The draft standard is approved by the Board of 
Directors
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Texas RE Regional Standards Submittal Process

●
 

Texas RE Process for submitting a regional 
standard, a regional variance or a change to the 
standards development process to NERC for 
approval and subsequent filing in FERC is posted 
on the Texas RE website in the Reliability 
Standards section (Planning and Procedures):

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/
standards/index.html

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html


SAR Initiated

1 Is request 

complete?

Return SA R to  
Requester for 
further work

2

3

Post Standards for 
Comments 

No

Yes

15 Days

To acknowledge 
receipt 

30 Days 

with a written 
explanation 

60 Days

RSC

RejectRemand Accept

Post SAR for 
Comments

ROS Appoints 
SDT

60 Days

Draft Standard

430 Days

15 Days

Respond to Comments 
and modifying Standards 

draft accordingly

Membership 
Voting

15 Days

RSC 
Assessment BOD

YesNo

5

6

No 7

60 Days

10 days 
posting

Implement 
after 

approval by 
NERC and 

filing at 
FERC 

Request for a Regional 
Reliability Standard

1

Is request 

complete?

Return Proposed 
Regional Reliability 

Standard to 
Regional Entity

Solicit Public Comments 
on Proposed Regional 
Reliability Standard

2

Analysis of the 
Comments

3

NERC 
Evaluation

4

Regional Entity 
Decis ion

Adoption of the 
Reliability 

Standard by the 
Board5

Implementation 
of Regional 
Reliability 
Standard6

Withdraw Request

Yes

No

Yes

No

Adopted? YesNo
Return Proposed 

Regional Reliability 
Standard to 

Regional Entity

30 Days

45 Days

40 Days

125 Days

Regional Standards Process Timeline  
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Reliability Standards Web Section

www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/
standards/index.html

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html
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Farzaneh Tafreshi
Texas Regional Entity

Farzaneh.Tafreshi@texasre.org
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