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	Comments


CenterPoint Energy believes that the PRR should be rejected.  The need for the PRR is the fact that ERCOT has failed to comply with the current protocol provisions requiring “a unique nine-digit common company identifier used in electronic commerce transactions.”  The Market Participants and ERCOT should be required to comply with the current protocols, instead of amending the protocols to be in alignment with the current practices of ERCOT.  There are Market Participants that are negatively impacted by the affects of the PRR, which are not solely experienced by ERCOT.

In the event that the PRR is not rejected, CenterPoint Energy believes that the language should be amended to remove the flexibility for Market Participants to create their own numeric identifier.

	Overall Market Benefit
	None

	Overall Market Impact
	The proposed impacts the ability of transmission and distribution service providers (TDSPs) to review the credit of competitive retailers (CRs).  TDSPs use the DUNS number to determine the ownership of the CR and therefore the appropriate credit risk for each CR for purposes of deposit requirements.  Allowing a CR to create its own identification number encumbers the ability of the TDSPs to obtain sufficient deposits.

	Consumer Impact
	Increased credit risks for TDSPs are ultimately paid for by the end-use consumers.  Therefore, the failure to secure sufficient deposits by the TDSPs will ultimately increase the costs to the end-use customers.


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2
Definitions and Acronyms

2.1
Definitions

D

DUNS Number

A unique nine-digit numeric identifier used in electronic commerce transactions in the ERCOT Region.  The unique numeric identifier shall be a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number assigned by Dun & Bradstreet not already in use by another Entity.  ERCOT may approve adding numeric extensions to a unique nine-digit numeric identifier to distinguish each registered Entity.   






PRR_Template.doc
Page 2 of 3
PRR_Template.doc
Page 2 of 3
751PRR-04 CNP Comments 011008.doc
Page 1 of 2
PUBLIC

