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	Comments


DUNS and Federal Taxpayer’s Identification Number are two distinct numbers. They should be maintained as truly unique numbers per ANSI X12.  DUNS and Federal Taxpayer’s Identification Number should not be used in the same definition.  

ERCOT market Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) transaction guidelines supports only two codes for naming Market Participants (MP) as sender or receiver of the ANSI X12 EDI transactions.  The name segment currently only supports two codes a “1” and “9” for DUNS and Duns+4.   

A MP would need to send a Name (SJ) Loop: N1~SJ~CR_NAME~FI~547669422~~41 in all transactions.  TX SET would implemented code “FI” for Federal Taxpayer’s Identification Number to be added to every transaction that has a N1~SJ segment.  

TX SET will need to choose another code for “other unique numeric identifier” from the ANSI X12, ID code qualifier list.  TX SET would add both new codes at the next release.

DUNS and DUNS +4 has a national recognized definition as being a number assigned by Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) and stored in D&B’s national database.  Below are the Internet search results for “DUNS”: 

What is a DUNS number?

Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) is a company that provides business information for credit, marketing, and purchasing decisions. Its "data universal numbering system," known as DUNS, issues unique 9-digit numbers that are used by businesses and the federal government to keep track of more than 70 million businesses world-wide. Some entities, such as States and universities, will also have what is known as "DUNS + 4," which is used to identify specific units within a larger entity. 

The Dun & Bradstreet Corporation (NYSE: DNB), headquartered in Short Hills, New Jersey, USA, is among the leading providers of business information. Often called just D&B, it is perhaps best known for its D-U-N-S (Data Universal Numbering System) identifiers assigned to over 100 million global companies. Among its major divisions are Risk Management Solutions, Sales and Marketing Solutions, Supply Management Solutions, and E-Business Solutions.
	Overall Market Benefit
	None

	Overall Market Impact
	Require changing every EDI transaction in the market that has a name segment. 

	Consumer Impact
	None


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2
Definitions and Acronyms

2.1
Definitions

D

DUNS Number

A unique nine-digit numeric identifier issued by Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) a company that provides business information for credit, marketing, and purchasing.  Some entities, such as ERCOT and Market Participants, will also have what is known as "DUNS + 4," which is used to identify specific units within a larger entity for ERCOT registration. 
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