Background Information

System Adequacy Report – Clarification
TPTF – 7 January 2008
Below is background information for the clarification request to the System Adequacy Report required by Nodal Protocols Section 3.2.3.  There appears to be an inconsistency in the treatment of information release for Resource outages.  The purpose of this discussion item is to ascertain how Resource outage information is to be treated by the reports being developed by ERCOT.

1.3.1.1
Items Considered Protected Information 

Subject to the exclusions set out in Section 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information, “Protected Information” is information containing or revealing any of the following:

(a)
Base Points, as calculated by ERCOT;

(b)
Bids, offers, or pricing information identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource;

(c)
Status of Resources, including outages, limitations, or scheduled or metered Resource data;
(d)
Current Operating Plans;

(e)
Ancillary Service Trades, Energy Trades, Capacity Trades, and Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource;

(f)
Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource, except for RUC commitments and decommitments  as provided in Section 5.5.3, Communication of RUC Commitments and Decommitments;

(g)
Raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE or Customer;

(h)
Settlement Statements and Invoices identifiable to a specific QSE;

(i)
Aggregated raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy), and number of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) identifiable to a specific Load Serving Entity (LSE);

(j)
Information related to generation interconnection requests, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available;

(k)
Resource-specific costs, design and engineering data;

(l)
Congestion Revenue Rights (CRR) credit limits, the identity of bidders in a CRR Auction, or other bidding information identifiable to a specific CRR Account Holder; 

(m)
Renewable Energy Credit (REC) account balances;

(n)
Credit limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(o)
Any information that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information: 

(i)
submitted to or collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(ii) 
provided to ERCOT in support of a Reliability Must-Run (RMR) application under Section 3.14.1, Reliability Must Run;

(p)
Any information compiled by a Market Participant on a Customer that in the normal course of a Market Participant’s business that makes possible the identification of any individual Customer by matching such information with the Customer’s name, address, account number, type of classification service, historical electricity usage, expected patterns of use, types of facilities used in providing service, individual contract terms and conditions, price, current charges, billing record, or any other information that a Customer has expressly requested not be disclosed (“Proprietary Customer Information”) unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of that information in a manner approved by the PUCT.  Information that is redacted or organized is such a way as to make it impossible to identify the Customer to whom the information relates does not constitute Proprietary Customer Information;

(q)
Any software, products of software, or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(r)
QSE, TSP, and DSP backup plans collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents;

(s)
Direct Current (DC) Tie information provided to  a TSP or DSP under Section 4.4.4, DC Tie Schedules; and

(t)
Any Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (SET) transaction submitted by an LSE to ERCOT or received by an LSE from ERCOT.  This paragraph does not apply to ERCOT’s compliance with: 

(i)
PUCT Rules on performance measure reporting; 

(ii)
these Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(iii)
any TAC-approved reporting requirements.

(u)
Mothballed Generation Resource updates and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 3.14.1.9, Mothballed Generation Resource Time to Service Updates.

(v)
For purposes of Capacity Demand Reserve Reporting, the unavailability of Switchable Generation Resources to the ERCOT System and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) of Section 16.5.4, Maintaining and Updating Resource Entity Information, except for reporting the aggregate capacity.

(w)
Information provided by Entities under Section 10.3.2.4, Reporting of Net Generation Capacity.

(x)
Alternative fuel reserve capability and firm gas availability information submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice, Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, and Section 6.5.9.3.3, Alert; and as defined by the Operating Guides.

***************
3.2.3
System Adequacy Reports

ERCOT shall publish system adequacy reports to assess the adequacy of Resources and Transmission Facilities to meet the projected Demand.  ERCOT shall provide reports on a system-wide basis and by Forecast Zone 
(1)
ERCOT shall generate and post a “Medium-Term System Adequacy Report” on the MIS Secure Area.  ERCOT shall update the report monthly using the latest aggregate Generation Resource capacity and Load Resource capacity. The data will be provided for each week, starting with the second week, of a rolling 36-month period. The Medium-Term System Adequacy Report will provide:
(a)
Generation Resource capacity at the time of forecasted weekly peak Demand;
(b)
Load Resource capacity at the time of the forecasted weekly peak Demand;
(c)
Weekly peak forecast Demand described in Section 3.2.2, Demand Forecasts;
(d)
Calculated system reserve, highlighting any deficiency hours that excludes Load Resource capacity;
(e)
Calculated system reserve, highlighting any deficiency hours that includes Load Resource capacity shown as a reduction in forecast Demand;
(f)
Ancillary Service requirements; and
(g)
Transmission constraints that have a high probability of being binding in SCED or DAM given the forecasted system conditions for each week excluding the effects of any Transmission or Resource Outages. 

(2)
ERCOT shall generate and post a “Short-Term System Adequacy Report” on the MIS Secure Area.  ERCOT shall update this report hourly following updates to the Seven-Day Load Forecast and on detection of a change to Resource Status that changes the availability of a Resource.  The Short-Term System Adequacy Report will provide:
(a)
For Generation Resources, the available On-Line Resource capacity for each hour, using the COP for the first seven days;
(b)
For Load Resources, the available capacity for each hour using the COP;
(c)
Forecast Demand for each hour described in Section 3.2.2, Demand Forecasts;
(d)
Ancillary Service requirements for the Operating Day and subsequent days; and
(e)
Transmission constraints that have a high probability of being binding in SCED or DAM given the forecasted system conditions for each week including the effects of any Transmission or Resource Outages.  The binding constraints may not be updated every hour. 
