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Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 – 9:30a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Attendance
Members:
	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Bowling, Shannon
	Cirro Group
	

	Brown, Kris
	Constellation Energy Commodities
	Alt. Rep. for J. Ryall

	Bruce, Mark
	FLP Energy
	

	Garcia, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Gross, Blake
	AEP Corporation
	

	Henri, Trei
	Stream Energy
	

	Jackson, Tom
	Austin Energy
	

	Massey, David
	City of College Station
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	

	Mueller, Bruce
	San Bernard Electric Coop.
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Seaton, Mindy
	SUEZ Energy Marketing
	

	Stewart, Roger
	OPUC
	

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska Power Services
	Via Teleconference

	Trietsch, Brad
	First Choice Power, LP
	

	Wheat, Pam
	Oncor
	

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Electric Coop.
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· Joe Lopez to Roger Stewart

· Michelle Trenary to Shannon Bowling

Guests:

	Burke, Allan
	TNMP
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Cline, Jess
	EC-Power
	

	Crabb, Timothy
	CSU
	

	Crabtree, Chris
	Stream Energy
	

	Goff, Eric
	Constellation
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Lassig, Kelly
	AEP
	

	Laughlin, Doug
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Lewis, Don
	AEP
	

	Malkey, Karen
	CNP
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Miller, Kyle
	CNP
	

	Mingo, Sonja
	ePsolutions
	

	Orr, David
	Austin Energy
	

	Reed, Cary
	AEP
	

	Reily, Bill
	Oncor
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU Energy
	

	Starr, Lee
	BTU
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Brennan, Christian
	
	

	Farley, Karen
	
	

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Meiners, Catherine
	
	

	Munson. Susan
	
	

	Opheim, Calvin
	
	

	Parrish, Hope
	
	

	Rajagopal, Raj
	
	

	Smallwood, Aaron
	
	

	Tanner, Kevin
	
	


Blake Gross called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Gross read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Gross reviewed the meeting agenda, noting the addition of a discussion item related to Interval Data Recorder (IDR).
Approval of the Draft November 7, 2007 RMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

Mr. Gross asked for any edits to the draft November 7, 2007 RMS meeting minutes.  Kyle Patrick moved to approve the November 7, 2007 RMS minutes as posted.  Shannon Bowling seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  All Market Segments were represented. 
Market Committee and Subcommittee Updates (see Key Documents)
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Mr. Gross reviewed the November 29, 2007 RMS report to TAC. 

Distributed Generation Task Force (DGTF)

Liz Jones encouraged Market Participants to review draft reports and posted materials, and to attend DGTF meetings.  Ms. Jones noted that Distributed Generation will affect the entire ERCOT market, and that Retail Electric Providers (REPs) will be obligated to enter into contracts with school districts per the Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA).
Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS)
Lee Starr reviewed the November 29, 2007 COPS report to TAC, noting TAC approval of Load Profiling Guide Revision Request (LPGRR) 028, Load Profiling Guide Cleanup, Corrections and Update, and reported on the previous day’s COPS Leadership meeting to discuss 2008 goals.

Demand Response Task Force (DRTF)

Jennifer Garcia reported the development of the DRTF scope, noting that it is subject to change, reviewed next steps and the upcoming meeting agenda, and noted that all materials would be sent to COPS, RMS and Profiling Work Group (PWG).  Ms. Garcia reported that the primary issue to be addressed by the group is how to link participating ESI IDs to their specific Demand Response (DR) program.  Ms. Garcia also reviewed answers to questions previously posed by ERCOT Staff.
Usage Data Loading & Data Aggregation
Jackie Ashbaugh presented an update on Usage Data Loading and Data Aggregation performance enhancements, noting that ERCOT will create a System Investigation Request (SIR) for the business logic change.  Market Participants will receive notice of the pending SIR.  Mr. Gross noted that a majority of the accounts are flat-rate accounts in excess of 60 days.

RMS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 059 Inadvertent Gain Task Force Revision
Ms. Garcia presented RMGRR059 for RMS consideration, and thanked Market Participants for their input.  Market Participants discussed that ERCOT does not bill end-users, but only facilitates billing, and should, therefore, not be referenced on the billing.  Market Participants also expressed concern regarding any references to breach of contract on the billing statement, noting that such determinations would be made by a court.
Pam Wheat moved to approve RMGRR059 as revised by both sets of ERCOT Staff comments and comments by American Electric Power and as amended by RMS.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  All Market Segments were represented.  

Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
Inadvertent Gain Task Force (IGTF)

Ms. Garcia reviewed recent IGTF activities, thanked Market Participants for their work, and announced that December 13, 2007 would be the last meeting of the IGTF.  
Market Metrics Working Group (MMWG)

Ms. Garcia reported that the rules related to performance measures are scheduled for consideration at the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) December 7, 2007 Open Meeting under Project No. 33049, PUC Rulemaking Proceeding to Amend Commission Subst. R. 25.88, Retail Market Performance Measure Reporting.  Mr. Gross complimented Ms. Garcia’s efforts over the course of 2007.

MarkeTrak Task Force

Karen Malkey reviewed recent activities, upcoming meeting schedules and agendas, 2007 accomplishments, and 2008 goals.  Mr. Gross complimented the task force’s development of the Use Case format to flesh out assumptions and avoid misinterpretations.

Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)

Jesse Cline reviewed recent activities of TDTWG, 2007 accomplishments, and 2008 goals and noted that TDTWG officers would be elected at the January 7, 2008 meeting.  Market Participants discussed further automation of the outage notification system; leveraging OpenView versus Hawk; and that three projects are tied to the completion of System Change Request (SCR) 748, Website Enhancements for ERCOT Outage Notifications.
Service Level Agreement (SLA) Update
Christian Brennan provided a follow-up report for the October 31, 2007 MarkeTrak API outage, presented the Retail Transaction Processing Availability Summary and 2007 Net Service Availability, and reviewed Wholesale batch possessing issues, as presented to the Data Extracts Working Group (DEWG).  Mr. Brennan noted that ERCOT discovered a database statistics bug in the new platform after migration that caused contention between backups; and that an interim workaround had been established.
Market Participants discussed the components of the Wholesale processing metric, which will be the batch process itself, until the Wholesale SLA is completed.  Mr. Brennan added that the Wholesale SLA will include data extracts, as well as priority setting, and will not include batch processing.
Texas SET V3.0
Kathy Scott reported that Texas SET will be reviewing 2007 accomplishment and 2008 goals at their December 2007 meeting, and reviewed a draft RMGRR for a Mandatory IDR Installation Process.  Mr. Gross added that the comment period would span the December 2007 holidays, and that the item would again come before RMS in January 2008.
Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT)
Mr. Patrick reviewed TTPT 2007 accomplishments, including a reduction in the number of Flights in 2008 from four to three; successful conduction of Flight Testing for TX SET Version 3.0; and continued enhancement of the Retail Testing Website to support market testing.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Flight Testing 1007
Tom Baum presented a brief update noting the completion of Flight 1007, and highlighting that Contingency Testing was utilized for completing outstanding transactions, as well as ad hoc testing for two Competitive Retailers (CRs) testing bank changes.  Mr. Baum also noted the addition of 13 new CRs; that three existing CRs tested bank changes; and one existing CR changed Service Providers.
ERCOT Update on Station Changes (814_20s)

Catherine Meiners provided an update to Station Name changes in nodal.  Ms. Meiners reviewed the transaction schedule, beginning February 1, 2008 and concluding March 21, 2008, and noted that March 22-31, 2008 would be utilized for any remaining transactions, if needed.
Retail Operations (RO) Projects Financial Overview
Hope Parrish presented the RO Projects Financial Overview, and noted that the Project Priority List (PPL) is being reviewed for what may and may not be accomplished, taking into consideration any mandates, and that the findings will be presented to RMS. 
Mr. Gross noted that 2008 will be a very compressed year for both ERCOT and Market Participants, and that any projects that affect nodal implementation may not get resources.  Mr. Gross requested that Market Participants carefully prioritize all projects, and encouraged ERCOT Staff to move quickly to finish MarkeTrak Phase II by early Summer 2008.

Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events/PUC Update

Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto expressed hope that PUC Subst. R. 25.88 would be adopted on December 7, 2007.  Ms. Claiborn-Pinto announced that the scoping for Project No. 34610, Implementation Project Relating to Advanced Metering is underway and will be presented at the December 19, 2007 PUCT Open Meeting.  Questions regarding Net Metering would soon be posted in the Texas Register.
Mr. Gross conveyed David Smithson’s invitation to Market Participants to participate in Project No. 34890, PUC Rulemaking Relating to Net Metering and Interconnection of Distributed Generation.
Other Business

2007 Accomplishments
Mr. Gross reminded working groups and task forces to summarize 2007 accomplishments before the end of the year.  Mr. Gross also requested that Market Participants consider opportunities to enhance the RMS experience, improve meeting effectiveness, and encourage issue vetting at RMS.  Mr. Gross emphasized that Market Participants give particular consideration to prioritizing 2008 objectives.   

Adjournment

Mr. Gross thanked Market Participants for their efforts during 2007, wished everyone a safe and happy holiday, and adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes can be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2007/12/20071205-RMS.html" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2007/12/20071205-RMS.html� 
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