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12/06/07
The OWG met November 13, 2007. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1. OGRR165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGRR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  This OGRR has been tabled per ROS directive. 
2. OGRR206 - Black Start Satellite Phones: This OGRR is intended to ensure that ERCOT and TSPs are able to communicate in Black Start conditions when alternative methods of communication may not be available. Due to a technical oversite, this OGRR is was not eligible for OWG review and recommendation at the OWG’s last meeting. This was not discovered till November 28th. The particular passage is located in the ERCOT Operating Guides Section 1.3.4.3(3). The oversite was the requirement that “the 21 day comment period must have elapsed at least three Business Days prior to the next regularly scheduled OWG meeting”. If the ROS will declare this OGRR Urgent, the Impact Analysis can be ready by the OWG meeting on the 12th of December, otherwise the OWG will need to reestablish a recommendation at its December 12th meeting and the Impact Analysis will not be able to be reviewed by the OWG till the January meeting in 2008. The chairman of the OWG requests that this OGRR be declared Urgent for the reason that the 2008 Black Start contract period is about to occur and this requirement could be implemented at the start of the contract period.
3. OGRR204 – Hotline Technology Update: Specific technology referenced in Operating Guides is no longer manufactured and newer technology with additional useful features is available but not compliant with Section 8.3.3 of the Operating Guides. The intent of revision was to update Hotline requirement to get it consistent with current technology. This OGRR is recommended for approval by ROS subsequent to an ERCOT Impact Analysis.
4. OGRR203 – Conforming Changes to Address Current NERC Terminology and the Texas Regional Entity (TRE) Terminology: This OGRR updates the Operating Guide language to current NERC terminology.  This OGRR is awaiting results of companion PRR.

5. OGRR205 – Modify Responsive Reserve Service Obligation: QSE Managers Working Group believes that this requested revision to the ERCOT Operating Guides, coupled with requested revisions to the ERCOT Protocols addressing administrative price adjustments, will benefit the market by allowing market forces to correctly set market prices before ERCOT command and control action is necessary for reliability purposes. This OGRR is awaiting results of companion PRR.
6. The OWG discussed the 2008 storm drill. It is felt that it is appropriate that a hurricane drill be scheduled for the spring. The Operations Task Force under the OWG will meet in January to design the drill scenario based on the previous hurricane drill and participant comments.
There was also discussion of the 2008 Annual Operator Training Seminar. The seminar will be the 5 day requirement for the Nodal basics. Nodal Training this year is designed to teach how the market works. This meets the requirement of mandatory training for System Operators. NERC CEH’s and EOP hours are attained for this training. If the Nsodal training is identical to the five day Nodal Basics training currently being offered and a market participant takes it during the non-seminar times, then there will be no CEHs awarded. Diana Leese will follow up on this item and report as to applicability of CEHs.

7. The Black Start Task Force will meet on December 1st. The task force will review the ERCOT 2008 Black Start Plan as well as discuss the use of ERCOT Simulator (Taylor Facility) in place of Black Start feasibility study. An interpretation of the compliance to the appropriate NERC Standard will be needed.
8. The OWG chair is soliciting any volunteers for OWG vice chair and Operations Task Force chair. Any additional volunteers for OWG chair, OGRTF chair and vice chair are welcome.
The December meeting is scheduled for the 12th.  
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