Protocol Revision Request


	PRR Number
	
	PRR Title
	Unannounced Generation Capacity Testing

	Date Posted
	DRAFT

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (Include Section No. and Title)
	6.10.2
General Capacity Testing Requirements



	Requested Resolution (Normal or Urgent, and justification for Urgent status)
	Normal

	Revision Description
	Remove the seasonal testing requirement and add a requirement to update Operating Limits based upon ambient temperature

	Reason for Revision
	Testing conditions and Operating conditions can change substantially.   QSEs will be required to ensure that their unit limits not only reflect operational issues but will consider the temperature impact on generation output

	Overall Market Benefit
	Improved accuracy in Reserve Reporting

	Overall Market Impact
	

	Consumer Impact
	

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	

	Relevance to Nodal Market 
(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	Yes.

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision 

(Include Section No. and Title, and submit NPRR if applicable)
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Company
	

	Company Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	

	Assumptions
	1
	Example: Key assumptions used in estimating market cost and/or benefit

	
	2
	Ex: Dependencies on other projects or other timing requirements

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	Example: Cost per MP to implement
	Example: $10,000 each for 50 QSEs

	
	2
	Ex: Add’l staff required per MP
	Ex: 1.5 FTE each for 6 TDSPs @ $65/hour

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Example: Reduced MP costs
	Example: 2 FTE reduction for 25 CRs @ $65/hour

	
	2
	Ex: Enhanced MP efficiency
	Ex: 2 hour savings per day for 50 generators @$65

	
	3
	Ex: Reduced congestion cost
	Ex: 0.5% reduction in total congestion cost

	
	4
	
	

	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	What to include here: Benefits that are difficult to quantify

	
	2
	What to include here: Benefits that are not certain but relatively likely

	
	3
	What to include here: Customer service impacts, cash flow impacts, transaction speed, etc.

	
	4
	

	

	Other Comments
	1
	What to include here: Thoughts on ERCOT systems impacts

	
	2
	What to include here: Potential manual workarounds or delivery options

	
	3
	What to include here: Other comments of value to PRS, TAC and the Board of Directors

	
	4
	

	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.10.2
General Capacity Testing Requirements

Within the first fifteen (15) calendar days of each season, QSEs shall provide ERCOT with an HSL which reflects the reasonability limit for each Generation Resource for the current season, except for those used solely for energy services and whose capacity is less than ten (10) MW.  The reasonability limit shall include, auxiliary load and Gross and Net Real Power Capability.  QSEs shall update their resource plans and telemetry as necessary, to reflect  the seasonal reasonability limits as well as other operational limitations.  Any unit for which the QSE desires qualification to provide Ancillary Services shall have its Net Dependable Capability verified prior to providing services using the Generation Resource unit even if it fits the small capacity exception.  In order to verify proper limit reporting, ERCOT shall conduct unannounced Generation Resource tests at least once every two years. These tests shall consist of ERCOT instructing the QSE to generate at HSL.  The QSE shall have 60 minutes to reach 90 % of the HSL if operating at the LSL when the test is called, and an additional 20 minutes to reach the HSL.  If the unit is operating between LSL and 50 % output when the test is called, the QSE shall have 60 minutes to reach the HSL.  If the unit is operating at or above 50 % output when the test is called, the QSE shall have 30 minutes to get to HSL.  Once the unit has reached its HSL, the QSE shall hold the output for a minimum of 30 minutes.  After each test, QSEs will complete and submit an updated test form which shall be published by ERCOT as required by the Operating Guides. ERCOT may test multiple resources simultaneously.  Note that no unit testing shall be performed during an Alert or an EECP event.
Should the Generation Resource fail to reach its HSL within the time frame for which the test was conducted, the maximum output recorded during the test shall be recorded as the new HSL.  The QSE shall have the opportunity to request a re-test, and may re-test as many times as desired.  Any Verbal Dispatch Instructions that are issued by ERCOT as a result of a QSE requested re-test, will not be compensated as an OOME payment under section 6.8.2.3. The re-tests shall be conducted either within the first 24 operating hours of the Generation Resource after the original test or within 3 business days.
The capability of hydro units operating in the synchronous condenser fast response mode to provide hydro Responsive Reserve shall be evaluated by Season.
ERCOT shall maintain historical records of HSL test results, using the information contained therein to adjust the Responsive Reserve Discount Factor (RDF) as necessary.
All unannounced HSL testing shall be conducted as an OOME instruction.  Any re-testing that is requested by the QSE shall be conducted at the QSE’s expense.
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