Operating Guides Revision Request

	OGRR Number
	206
	OGRR Title
	Black Start Satellite Phones

	Operating Guide Section Requiring Revision
	4.6.5, Emergency Back Up Communication Facilities Criteria

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision, if any.
	None.

	Requested Resolution
	Normal.

	Revision Description
	This Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) will require Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) that have contracted Black Start resources or designated Black Start transmission corridors located within their transmission system to have a satellite phone as a backup communication system that is compatible with ERCOT’s satellite phone.

	Reason for Revision
	To ensure that ERCOT and TSPs are able to communicate in Black Start conditions when alternative methods of communication may not be available.


	Timeline

	Date Posted
	October 18, 2007

	Please access the ERCOT website for current timeline information.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Dennis Starbuck on behalf of the ERCOT Black Start Task Force

	E-mail Address
	Dennis.starbuck@austinenergy.com

	Company
	Austin Energy

	Company Address
	301 West Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701

	Phone Number
	512-322-6694

	Fax Number
	512-476-9420


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits

	

	Assumptions
	1
	N/A
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	N/A
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Improved reliability and operations
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	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	N/A
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	Other
	1
	Operational readiness for potential Black Start event

	Comments
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	Proposed Operating Guide Language Revision


4.6.5
Emergency Back Up Communication Facilities Criteria

Reference:  Protocol Section 6.4.2, Determination of ERCOT Control Area Requirements (In Part)

…(7)
Black Start Service: ERCOT shall periodically determine and review the location and number of Black Start Resources required, as well as any special transmission or voice communication needs required.  ERCOT and providers of this service shall meet the requirements as specified in the Operating Guides and in NERC policy.
(1)
All back up communications system shall meet the following minimum requirements:

(a)
Be operational for seventy-two (72) hours immediately following the start of a blackout without external power from the ERCOT grid;

(b)
Provide direct voice communications between:  Black Start Resource and TSP; TSP’s and appropriate TSP’s; TSP’s and ERCOT;

(c)
Have written procedures that address operator training and the testing of the communication system; and,
(d)        Have voice recording.
(2)
TSP’s that have contracted Black Start Resources or designated Black Start transmission corridors located within their transmission system shall have a satellite phone that meets the minimum back up communication requirements as a back up communication system and that is compatible with ERCOT’s satellite phone.
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