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	Comments


OGRTF comments change TSP to TO, remove requirement to have voice recording and expand the requirement to have a satellite phone to all TOs.
	Overall Market Benefit
	Improves communication thus may improve reliability.

	Overall Market Impact
	Some cost impacts.

	Consumer Impact
	None.


	Proposed Operating Guide Language Revision


4.6.5
Emergency Back Up Communication Facilities Criteria

Reference:  Protocol Section 6.4.2, Determination of ERCOT Control Area Requirements (In Part)

…(7)
Black Start Service: ERCOT shall periodically determine and review the location and number of Black Start Resources required, as well as any special transmission or voice communication needs required.  ERCOT and providers of this service shall meet the requirements as specified in the Operating Guides and in NERC policy.
(1)
All back up communications system shall meet the following minimum requirements:

(a)
Be operational for seventy-two (72) hours immediately following the start of a blackout without external power from the ERCOT grid;

(b)
Provide direct voice communications between:  Black Start Resource and TO; TOs and appropriate TOs; TOs and ERCOT;

(c)
Have written procedures that address operator training and the testing of the communication system; and,

(2)
TOs shall have a satellite phone that meets the minimum back up communication requirements as a back up communication system and that is compatible with ERCOT’s satellite phone.
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