OWG Meeting Notes - 10/17/07
· Rick Keetch gave ROS update

· The Board remanded back to TAC the issue of increasing responsive reserve to 2800 for hours ending 0600 – 2200.  The Board will consider TACs recommendations at its December 2007 meeting.

· Reviewed the OWG September minutes

· Kent Grammer reported that ERCOT legal stated that due to the market sensitive data, only TOs can participate in the Winter Storm Drill.  Steve Knapp said that there is software on the market that changes the market sensitive data while still using your real-time data.
· September minutes approved

· Thuy Huynh gave the highlights of the September Operations Report

· Kent Grammer gave Operations Task Force update
· Possible Hurricane Drill in May, most likely we will alternate, winter one year and spring the next year.

· John Blackwell gave Black Start Task Force update

· ERCOT requests black start regional plans between 10/31 – 11/8.
· Black Start Training dates are scheduled as follows:

North Region – Oncor


South Region - AEP
1/29/08 (practice session)

3/6/08


2/05/08



3/13/08
2/12/08



3/20/08

2/19/08



3/27/08 (backup day)

2/26/08

3/4/08

3/11/08

East Region – CenterPoint

West Region - CPS
1/10/08 (practice session)

1/16/08 (practice session)

1/17/08



1/23/08

1/24/08



1/30/08

1/31/08



2/6/08

2/7/08




2/13/08
2/14/08



2/20/08






2/27/08

· Kent Grammer reports that his group wants to simulate the Black Start Plan.
· BSTF is working on an OGRR for a satellite phone requirement.

· The next meeting for BSTF is scheduled for 11/20/07.

· Colleen Frosch gave procedure updates on Power Operations Bulletins 346 – 349
· Robert Potts gave the Texas RE update

· Robert said that his group prefers to be called the “Texas RE” and not “TRE”.
· Larry Grimm was appointed the Chief Compliance Officer
· Robert reports that they have 40 audits schedule next year.  The schedule should be out in November.  Once the schedule is out, the schedule will not change.  NERC and FERC personnel will be accompanying Texas RE on the audits.

· The Texas RE is working on matching the NERC Standards with protocols and guides

· Robert reports that there is a “Complaint Form” on their website for any Market Participant wishing to file a complaint against ERCOT or ERCOT can file a complaint against a Market participant.

· Rick Keech asked “If ERCOT gets a fine for being non-compliant, who pays that fine?  Robert reports that this is still unresolved.

· Ross Owen asked if the “local” transmission operators need to be NERC certified.  Robert reported that currently they do not since ERCOT is the NERC registered TO, but that could change.
· Steve Knapp requested that someone from the Texas RE attend all OWG meeting to give updates and answer questions, Robert said that they would.
· Kent Grammer gave Training Seminar update
· The Training Seminar will be put on by Ted Hailu’s Nodal Training Group.  It will cover the “Nodal Basic Training” that is currently available to Market Participant and ERCOT.  Kent Grammer reports that ERCOT is trying to get NERC to change the CEH application so that each participant at the seminar will receive between 30 – 32 hours of emergency operations.

· There was discussion about if you take the “Nodal Basic Training” course now and received CEH’s, can you take the “Nodal Basic Training” at the Seminar and receive CEH’s again since it is within a years time.  Kent has an action item to follow up on this and report back at the next OWG meeting. 
· Steve Knapp gave Operating Guide Revision Task Force update

· OGRR203 – “Conforming Changes to Address Current NERC Terminology and the Texas Regional Entity Terminology”.  On hold, waiting on PRR before we continue with this ORGG.
· OGRR204 – “Hotline Technology Update”.  Waiting for ERCOT to submit comments, will be discussed at next OGRTF meeting.

· OGRR205 – “Modify Responsive Reserve Service Obligation”.  On hold, waiting on Board decision in December.

· NOGRR Section 2 – Not approved by TAC, remanded back to ROS.  Original language was put back for Section 2.2.5 which refers to AVR’s and PSS’s.  ROS to do an e-mail vote so TAC can approve it at their November 1st meeting.  A working group will be set up to discuss power system stabilizers.
