OGRR 198 TAC remand and PUCT selection criteria for firm load shed assignment sub-group or the 

Turn out the Lights the Parties over TF update

Last ROS meeting the DWG chair responded with discussion that during a frequency event the ERCOT system frequency will find a new level each time the load to generation balance changes. If during ERCOT system emergencies frequency is declining, immediate action is needed to arrest the decay. The magnitude of response needed is determined by the deficient conditions defining the event. Only on rare occasions has ERCOT declared step 4 when no other mechanisms were available to arrest frequency decay before reaching automatic firm load shed.

ERCOT requested information from other regions. Minimal response was received. In the Eastern interconnect it was anticipated that firm load shed dispatch instructions would be met within 2 minutes. However, no defined response expectation exists in compliance matrix form.     

ERCOT guides describe the EECP step 4 Firm Load shed VDI process between the ERCOT operator and a TDSP or designated agent. But in the implementation description it states that the communications will be between ERCOT, QSEs and TOs. How many of the TDSPs or agents directly contacted by ERCOT have the authority and the ability to shed firm load by SCADA? What percentage of the 1000 MW block is represented in this group? How many in this block will be able to complete the VDI instruction with direct SCADA control (would not require an additional VDI to personnel outside that control center)? How do these TDSPs or agents provide the required 30 minute status update to ERCOT that sufficient load has been shed if telemetry is not available by SCADA?
If ROS is willing to accept an increased risk of tripping the first stage of automatic under-frequency, answers to the above questions may not be of importance. Understand the first stage of automatic under frequency relays in ERCOT include generation relays set on time delay of not less than 9 minutes at 59.4 and load relays set to trip at 59.3 with no delay. 
TDSPs with SCADA have the ability to make functions available for operators to respond to ERCOT Emergency verbal dispatch instructions under EECP step 4. Those SCADA functions allow immediate action to arrest system frequency decay and prevent possible system wide black out. Several TDSPs currently provide SCADA functions that allow operators to shed pre-selected circuits by groups under EECP step 4.        
