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2 
Definitions and Acronyms

Relevant terms and definitions used in this document can be found in ERCOT Protocol Section 2, Definitions and Acronyms, and PUCT Substantive Rules Chapter 25.  Full text of those documents are available on the ERCOT and PUC websites. Section 2.1, Definitions and 2.2, Acronyms contain  terms not defined in either the Protocols or PUCT Substantive Rules.    

2.1
Definitions

Applicable Legal Authority (ALA)

A Texas or federal law, rule, regulation, or applicable ruling of the Commission or any other regulatory authority having jurisdiction, an order of a court of competent jurisdiction, or a rule, regulation, applicable ruling, procedure, Protocol, guide or guideline of the Independent Organization, or any Entity authorized by the Independent Organization to perform registration or settlement functions.

Business Day

Monday through Friday, excluding ERCOT observed holidays listed below:

(1)
New Year’s Day

(2)
Memorial Day

(3)
Independence Day

(4)
Labor Day

(5)
Thanksgiving Thursday and Friday

(6)
Two (2) days at Christmas, as designated by the ERCOT CEO

Bank Business Day

Any day during which the United States Federal Reserve Bank of New York is open for normal business activity.

Retail Business Day

Same as above except in the case of retail transactions processed by a TDSP, CRs shall substitute TDSP holidays for ERCOT holidays when determining the time available to the TDSP to process the transaction.   For additional, important information related to Retail Business Days, please refer to the Retail Market Guide.

Business Hours

8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Central Prevailing Time on Business Days.

Date Certain 

Effective Date of a transition which is not necessarily associated with a normally scheduled meter read date for the subject ESI ID.  

Decision 

Parameters associated with a transition event that dictate the parties involved and the Target Effective Date of a transition.  Decision parameters include designation of the Losing CR, the Gaining CR, the preliminary list of transition ESI IDs and the Target Effective Date of the transition.

DUNS Number

A unique nine-digit common company identifier used in electronic commerce transactions.

Effective Date 

Date on which the transition of ESI IDs from the Losing CR to the Gaining CR is to take place.  This is the date on which the meter reading is taken and is used in transition transactions.

Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT)

A Texas nonprofit corporation that has been certified by the PUCT as the Independent Organization, as defined in §39.151 of PURA, for the ERCOT Region.

Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID)

The basic identifier assigned to each Service Delivery Point used in the registration and settlement systems managed by ERCOT or another Independent Organization.

Entity

Any natural person, partnership, municipal corporation, cooperative corporation, association, governmental subdivision, or public or private organization.

Force Majeure Event

Any event beyond the reasonable control of and that occurs without the fault or negligence of, the Entity whose performance is prevented by the occurrence of such event.  Examples of such a Force Majeure Event include, but are not limited, to: an act of God, labor disturbance, act of the public enemy, war, insurrection, riot, fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to machinery or equipment, or a curtailment, order, regulation or restriction imposed by governmental, military, or lawfully established civilian authorities.

Gaining Competitive Retailer 

Competitive Retailer identified in the initiating decision who is to become the REP of Record as of the Effective Date for a transition ESI ID following the transition.

Governmental Authority

Any Federal, state, local or municipal body having jurisdiction over a Market Participant or ERCOT; provided, however, a Governmental Authority who is also a Market Participant shall not exercise its jurisdiction in any matter that involves the interests of that Market Participant where that matter also involves the interests or responsibilities of any other Market Participant or ERCOT, unless the matter is one in which the Market Participant has exclusive jurisdiction.

In-Flight

Transactions in progress.

Launch 

Initial step in the transition process whereby parties are informed that a transition event is underway and overall management of the transition project begins.

Losing Competitive Retailer 

Competitive Retailer identified in the initiating decision who is to be removed as the REP of Record upon processing of a transition transaction.

Market Information System (MIS)

An electronic communications interface established and maintained by ERCOT that provides a communications link to Market Participants, including secure access by and communications to individual Market Participants regarding information linked to each individual Market Participant.

Market Participant

An Entity that engages in any activity that is in whole or in part the subject of these Protocols, regardless of whether such Entity has executed an Agreement with ERCOT.

Modified Switch Process

Process of using a switch transaction in which a placeholder date is used to allow the transaction to meet TX SET date validation requirements.  The placeholder date is replaced with the Effective Date on which the meter reading was taken.

New Competitive Retailer 

Competitive Retailer who is neither the Losing CR nor the Gaining CR and who is involved in a transaction associated with a transition ESI ID during or following a transition.  

Non-IDR

Meter device for measuring usage that does not involve Interval Data Recorders.

Off-Cycle

An activity performed not in association with the normally scheduled cycle for reading meters.

Pending Transaction 

Any transaction associated with a transition ESI ID that is in-flight (not Completed) when the transition event occurs.

Premise

A Service Delivery Point or combination of Service Delivery Points that are assigned a single ESI ID for purposes of settlement and registration.

Provider of Last Resort (POLR)

The designated Competitive Retailer as defined in the PUCT Substantive Rules for default Customer service, and as further described in Section 15.1, Customer Switch of Competitive Retailer. 

Target Effective Date

Effective Date for the transition of ESI IDs identified in the decision.  This date may be modified by Agreement among Market Participants based on the transition ESI ID volume, the TDSP capacity to read meters, and process transactions involving manual intervention.

Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (Texas SET)

Texas Standard Electronic Transaction procedures, set forth in Protocol Section 19, Texas Standard Electronic Transaction, used to transmit information pertaining to the Customer Registration Database.  Record and Data Element Definitions are provided in the data dictionary in Protocol Section 19, Texas Standard Electronic Transaction.

Transition Event Switch Transaction 

Proposed Texas SET transaction that would allow the effect of the Modified Switch Process to be accomplished without manual intervention in systems of transaction processing. 

2.2 
 Acronyms

ALA

Applicable Legal Authority

ANSI

American National Standards Institute

CPT

Central Prevailing Time

CR

Competitive Retailer

CSA

Continuous Service Agreement 

DEV

Data Extract Variance

DNP

Disconnect for Non-Pay

ESI ID

Electric Service Identifier

FSR

Field Service Representative

LOA

Letter of Authorization

MOU

Municipal Opt-In Utility

MMWG

Market Metrics Working Group

MVI

Move-In

MVO

Move-Out

NFI

Not First In

PUCT

Public Utility Commission of Texas

REP

Retail Electric Provider

RMG

Retail Market Guide

RMGRR

Retail Market Guide Revision Request

ROR

REP of Record

RNP

Reconnect for Non-Pay

SMRD

Scheduled Meter Read Date

TAC

Technical Advisory Committee

TDSP

Transmission Distribution Service Provider

TDTWG

Texas Data Transport Working Group

TDU

Transmission Distribution Utility

TTPT

Texas Test Plan Team

Texas SET

Texas Standard Electronic Transactions
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