Distributed Generation Task Force

October 22, 2007 Meeting Notes

The DGTF met on October 22, 2007, to begin discussion of ERCOT’s  role in implementing HB 3693 provisions that are codified as PURA (Texas Utilities Code) §§ 39.914 and 39.916.  The DGTF is acting at the direction of the ERCOT Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  These notes are for informational purposes only and are not intended to be binding on the meeting participants.  The notes, and much of the meeting discussion, are organized to reflect the relevant market participants and market relationships for the implementation of the HB 3693 provisions. 
The next DGTF meeting will be held on November 5, 2007, from 9:30-4:00 at an Austin location to be announced on the ERCOT website.  
1. Status of DG Owner

a. Statute provides for an upper limit of 2 Mw as the definition of renewable DG

b. Protocol Section 10.2.2 – 

i. 50 kw exemption for installation of IDR meter
ii. Greater than 50 kw generator required to have IDR meter
ERCOT Protocol 10.2.2
TDSP Metered Entities

TDSPs are responsible for supplying ERCOT with meter data associated with:

(1)
All Loads using the ERCOT System;

(2)
Any Generation Resource that delivers less than ten (10) MW to the ERCOT System and that is connected directly to the distribution system; a TDSP may make some or all such meters ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) compliant and may request that ERCOT poll the meters. Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, meter data is not required from:

(a)
generation owned by a NOIE and used for NOIE’s self-use (not serving Customer Load); and

(b)
renewable generation with a design capacity less than fifty (50) kW interconnected to a TDSP and not registered as a Generation Resource; and

2. DG Owner-REP
a. DG Owner can only sell energy delivered to the grid to REP of record serving DG Owner’s load
b. Sale is at a price agreed to by REP and DG Owner  though private contract
3. REP-QSE
a. REP owns DG power

b. REP arranges with the REP’s QSE to account with ERCOT for the DG energy delivered to the grid
4. QSE-ERCOT
a. Meter Types (TDSPs to provide residential and IDR tariff language)
i. IDR (appx $157-300 cost plus ongoing monthly wires charges)
a. Is it still a residential meter?

b. Is there a different monthly metering charge for an IDR meter?

ii. Traditional Meter
iii. Single Meter capable of measuring inflow and outflow exists (Channel 1 and Channel 4)-monthly cumulative of each value (appx $75-100)
b. QSE chooses to schedule DG power

c. Settlement methodology

i. IDR quality data used in existing settlement system

ii. Monthly netting of REP load and DG net generation
iii. Possibility of profiling generation or profiling loads with DG associated with them

a. Solar

b. Wind

c. Landfill gas

d. Geothermal

d. DG settlement points for Nodal can be done at the substation level
5. Issues for PUC resolution:  
a. Whether HB 3693 (PURA Section 39.916(f)) permits a netting of load and generation over time using a single meter (customarily a meter that spins forward and backward) or requires two separate meter values (inflow and outflow) to account accurately for wires and other charges such as the ERCOT fee and energy in settlement?
b. For metering purposes, what is the appropriate time period for netting load and generation, e.g., fifteen minutes, one month, one year?

c. In the event of switching between retail electric providers, will the netting over time have any effect beyond the contractual relationship between the renewable distributed generation owner and the retail electric provider, i.e., will the transmission and distribution provider or ERCOT have any ongoing obligation to account for it?

6. Other ERCOT Issues

a. DG RECs (PURA Sec. 39.916(g))

i. Applicability of PUC Subst. R. 25.173(p)

ii. Need for PGC status?  Need for separate generation metering?  Confer with Roy McCoy

PUC Substantive Rule §25.173.  Goal for Renewable Energy.
(p)
Microgenerators and REC aggregators.  A REC aggregator may manage the participation of multiple microgenerators in the REC trading program.  The program administrator shall assign to the REC aggregator all RECs accrued by the microgenerators who are under a REC management contract with the REC aggregator.

(1)
The microgenerator’s units shall be installed and connected to the grid in compliance with P.U.C. Substantive Rules, applicable interconnection standards adopted pursuant to the P.U.C. Substantive Rules, and federal rules. 

(2)
Notwithstanding subsection (e)(3) of this section, a REC aggregator may use any of the following methods for reporting generation to the program administrator, as long as the same method is used for each microgenerator in an aggregation unit, as defined by the REC aggregator.  A REC aggregator may have more than one aggregation and may choose any of the methods listed below for each aggregation unit.

(A)
The REC aggregator may provide the program administrator with production data that is measured and verified by an electronic meter that meets ANSI C12 standards and that will be separate from the aggregator’s billing meter for the service address and for which the billing data and the renewable energy data are separate and verifiable data.  Such actual data shall be collected and transmitted within a reasonable time and shall be subject to verification by the program administrator.  REC aggregators using this method shall be awarded one REC for every MWh generated.

(B)
The REC aggregator may provide the program administrator with sufficient information for the program administrator to estimate with reasonable accuracy the output of each unit, based on known or observed information that correlates closely with the generation output.  REC aggregators using this method shall be awarded one REC for every 1.25 MWh generated.  After installing the unit, the certified technician shall provide the microgenerator, the REC aggregator, and the program administrator the information required by the program administrator pursuant to this paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(C)
A generating unit may have a meter that transmits actual generation data to the program administrator using applicable protocols and procedures.  Such protocols and procedures shall require that actual data be collected and transmitted within a reasonable time.  REC aggregators using this method shall be awarded one REC for every MWh generated.

(3)
REC aggregators shall register with the commission and the program administrator and also register to participate in the REC trading program.

(4)
A microgenerator participating in the REC trading program individually without the assistance of a REC aggregator shall comply with the requirements of this subsection.
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