September 20, 2007

Naomi Richard, LCRA

RE: EDS LFC Testing Market Participant Handbook v0.03

General Comments

1.  LCRA is very concerned about the test window in the handbook.  We have planned outages for some of our units between Q1 & Q2 2008 (subject to change of course).  If some of those units provide ancillary services, how will that impact our test procedure?

 

2.  We are concerned about being out of the money during this zonal/nodal swapping.  We saw the note about VDI, but we just want to express our potential exposure. A lot has to happen precisely to make all of this work, and it all has to work while we are running EDS 3, CRR, Early EDS 4 drops and preparing for NMMS to go live.  We see this as a high risk but we saw your acknowledgment of the same concern.  We just want to submit our response.

 

3.  We use ABB for our SCADA system and we are already paying the HIGH price to have two systems running simultaneously between Q1 2008 and nodal go live.  We were going to run in parallel and this is what we talked with ERCOT about several months ago.  The LFC Handbook describes the system procedure differently and it sounds like you want zonal and nodal available in production.  We have problems here.  First, EDS 1 won't let us go live in production with our ICCP connections until nodal implements.  Second, our zonal system does not have the capacity to run both zonal and nodal concurrently.   Third, we have new robust ABB Hardware coming in late January and that was going to be our nodal production equipment.  If we need to move zonal to that hardware, this is a big impact to our internal schedule.  Please advise.  Also, this concept of switching back and forth may require a UNIX Administrator's involvement.  We have to ensure that our Operators are not working in the wrong mode, and for our internal control, we will probably want another resource making the swap.  This means more coordination and testing with you.  This also means a time lag between receiving your requests and being able to fulfill your request.  During the "scheduled" windows it's more convenient, but beyond that, it is going to be a challenge.

 

4.  During ACE, we read your document to say only a select number of units have to be available for testing.  Beyond that we are confused.  For R6.3 and beyond, do you want access to all of our generation assets?

