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NOTES

ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) CONFERENCE CALL
September 12, 2007 – 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

	1.
	Antitrust Admonition/Roll Call
Blake Gross read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition, noted the requirement to comply with ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines, and reminded call participants that copies of both the Admonition and Guidelines are available on the ERCOT website, or could be e-mailed upon request.  
At 9:38 a.m., Mr. Gross requested a roll call of RMS Standing members.  Call participants included:
Members:

Rob Bevill, Green Mountain Energy

Wayne Calendar for John Saenz, CPS Energy

Jennifer Garcia, Direct Energy

Eric Goff for Jean Ryall, Constellation

Blake Gross, AEP

Kyle Patrick, Reliant

Mindy Seaton, SUEZ
Kathy Scott, CenterPoint Energy

Roger Stewart, OPUC

Brad Trietsch, First Choice Power
Pam Wheat, Oncor
Eli Worley for Michelle Trenary, Tenaska

Guests:

Margarita Fournier, Competitive Assets

Cary Reed, AEP
Lee Starr, BTU

Kim Wall, PPLSolutions

ERCOT Staff:

Jack Adams

Brittney Albracht
Jackie Ashbaugh
Christian Brennan

Gene Cervenka
Karen Farley

Sonja Mingo

Susan Munson

Calvin Opheim

Justin Raspberry

Aaron Smallwood

Don Tucker

	2.
	Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Gross reminded participants that the draft August 15, 2007 meeting minutes would be voted on at the October 10, 2007 RMS meeting, as a quorum is not possible via conference call, and reviewed the call agenda.

	3.
	Market Committee and Subcommittee Updates
TAC

Mr. Gross reported TAC approval of RMGRR058, Layout Modification to Customer Billing Contact Information File, COPMGRR006, Conforming the Competitive Metering Guide to Protocol Section 21 and Other ERCOT Market Guides and RMS Procedure, that RMS received a directive from TAC to deliver identified Net Metering issues to TAC, and allow TAC to review each issue individually and provide direction, and that each issue will be presented at the October 2007 TAC meeting.  Mr. Gross also reported that Aaron Smallwood presented a Service Level Agreement (SLA) update and reviewed use of the background material supplied each month. 

COPS

Lee Starr reported that NPRR078, Simplifying the Dispute Process was reviewed, modified, approved by COPS and had been forwarded to the Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF).  Mr. Starr also reported COPS review of Nodal Invoices and Statements, that the Settlement and Data Aggregation Working Group (SDAWG) recommended and COPS endorsed that ERCOT work to provide extracts in both Extensible Mark-up Language (XML) and comma-separated values (CSV), and that SDWAG was also taking up <50kW generation issues.  Mr. Starr noted that the Data Extract Working Group (DEWG) reviewed all market notices and has established an IT group to focus on System stabilization.  
Kathy Scott reminded participants of the day’s Profile Working Group (PWG) call to discuss Direct Load Control (DLC) and Demand Response (DR), the proposal of a unique assignment for DLC, and requested Retail Electric Provider (REP) input.  Mr. Gross noted that the Business Profile for Oil and Gas (Flat) will become effective on September 18, 2007, and encouraged RMS members to participate in DEWG. 

	4.
	Recommendations
Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT) Recommendation On The Number of Flight Test Per Year 
Kyle Patrick reported that discussion at the recent TTPT meeting was very positive, that a reduction from four Flight Tests per year to three was seen as a way to release some resources, and was viewed as an overall good move for the market.  Mr. Patrick noted the new proposed dates for 2008, the addition of black-out dates to each test period, and that additional consideration was given to holiday schedules.
Call participants discussed shortening the black-out period for each date in order to accommodate more ad hoc testing, versus maintaining the proposed black-out periods to allow for more internal testing.  Pam Wheat offered to draft clarifying language for the Texas Market Test Plan, as black-out dates pertain to the entire market, and Market Participants have recently seen a large number of trading partners change banking information.   
Roger Stewart expressed concern that, to the extent that the testing is for REPs) that are not yet in the market, and are not at the table, there is potential negative impact with one fewer testing period.  Mr. Gross acknowledged that the issue had been a concern, however history had not borne out that new Market Participant entry would be diminished.
Mr. Gross announced that an e-mail vote on the revised 2008 Flight Test Schedule would be conducted.

	5.
	Working Group and Task Force Updates
Retail Metering (RMWG) 

Mr. Gross reported that RMWG identified twelve issues for consideration by the various TAC subcommittees, that TAC would like to give direction to issue inquiry, and that Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) staff will open a Rulemaking in October 2007. 
Market Coordination Team (MCT)
Susan Munson provided the MCT update.  
TX SET Update

Ms. Scott reported that TX SET had been requested to review Section 7 of the Retail Market Guide (RMG), but that some sections are work group specific and may need to be addressed by other groups.  Mr. Gross requested that section-specific responsible parties suggest any necessary changes to Section 7 of the RMG.
TTPT
Mr. Patrick addressed the TTPT item earlier in the call.  (Agenda Item #4, TTPT Recommendation On The Number of Flight Test Per Year)

Market Metrics (MMWG)
Jennifer Garcia noted that Performance Measures would be addressed at the October 4, 2007 MMWG meeting, and requested that participants submit issues for consideration.   

Inadvertent Gain (IGTF)
Ms. Garcia thanked Texas SET for yielding meeting dates to IGTF in order to address portions of Section 7 of the RMG.  Ms. Garcia requested that TDSPs be prepared to discuss their sections.   

Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)

Jesse Cline reported a brief TDTWG conference call in August 2007; discussion included NAESB failover and outage slides.   

SLA Update
Aaron Smallwood reviewed SLA Exceptions proposed for October 2007, as well as contingency weekends.  Mr. Gross noted that the exceptions would come up for a vote at the October 2007 RMS meeting.  
MarkeTrak Taskforce

Karen Malkey provided the MarkeTrak Task Force update, noting the next meeting scheduled for September 18-19, 2007 in Dallas, Texas.  



	6.


	ERCOT Updates
Flight Testing 1007

Gene Cervenka reviewed the schedule for Flight 1007
Retail Operations (RO) Projects Financial Overview

Justin Rasberry reviewed the status of several projects, noting that PR70005_01: EIS Siebel to Lodestar Data Comparison has moved into the planning stage.  Mr. Rasberry reported the current funding allocation for RO at $4.88 million, a $2.12 million variance, a release acknowledgement of $1.1 million, and that no addition release has been recommended.  Mr. Rasberry added that the release has only moved up to the Strategic Review Team, and that there was no reallocation at this time.  
Mr. Gross noted that synergies were being explored for Projects 60007, Performance Measures Reporting Requirements and 60008, Terms and Conditions requirements, not limited to Texas SET changes; Mr. Rasberry concurred.
Nodal Considerations for Retail

Calvin Opheim reported that all REPs systems will be affected by Demand Response (DR), even if an individual REP determines not to offer DR, and that REPs systems will need to be able to recognize the DR profiles and the ESI IDs on the profiles.  Mr. Gross encouraged broad participation in the PWG conference call scheduled for later in the afternoon.  
Mr. Opheim noted the goal to have one name and ID number for every substation, and reported that efforts were underway to quantify the number of substations that will need to be changed, that ERCOT will need to identify the number of related ESI IDs, and that migration to new substation names could be achieved over time, with a goal of finishing by November 2008.  
Mr. Opheim added that Ms. Scott encouraged ERCOT to raise the issue to RMS for awareness that a certain number of ESI IDs will be affected, that an orderly transition is being sought, and that efforts will include scheduling around high transaction times.  

Mr. Opheim expressed his belief that Congestions Management (CM) zones would remain the same, though the Commercially Significant Constraint (CSC) might change, and that ERCOT will work with Market Participants to identify which ESI IDs are affected. 

	7.
	Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events/PUC Update
Mr. Gross reminded participants of the Advance Meeting Implementation Workshop scheduled for September 18-19, 2007, and noted that an EILS Rulemaking had been opened to consider increasing the cap to $50 million, and reducing the 500WM floor.  

	
	Adjourn

Mr. Gross concluded the conference call at 10:45 a.m.
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