PRS Action Report

	NPRR Number
	078
	NPRR Title
	Simplifying the Dispute Process

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Referred to TPTF and COPS

	Date of Recommendation
	August 23, 2007

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision
	2.2, Acronyms

9.2.1
Settlement Statement Process for the DAM

9.1.2, Settlement Calendar 

9.5.6, RTM Resettlement Statement

9.14.2, Notice of Dispute

9.14.3, Contents of Notice

9.14.4, ERCOT Processing of Disputes

	Proposed Effective Date
	TBD

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	TBD

	Revision Description
	This NPRR removes the concept of “timely” disputes that can still be worked by ERCOT, and removes the concept of disputing settlement statements.  Instead, disputes that are filed with enough time for ERCOT to work them, as defined in the Protocols modified by this revision, will be worked and included in the next settlement statement if granted.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Simplifies the dispute process for Market Participants

	Overall Market Impact
	Changes to Dispute Management System

	Consumer Impact
	None

	Credit Impacts
	TBD

	Procedural History
	· NPRR078 was posted on 8/13/07.
· On 8/14/07, the Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) posted comments.

· On 8/21/07, ERCOT Staff posted comments.

· On 8/222/07, Constellation NewEnergy posted comments.

· On 8/23/07, PRS considered NPRR078.

	PRS Recommendation 
	On 8/23/07, PRS voted to incorporate the comments by COPS, ERCOT Staff and Constellation NewEnergy and refer the merged version to COPS and the Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) for review.  The motion passed unanimously with all Market Segments present.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	PRS discussed that this NPRR is designed to simplify the process, to ensure that there is sufficient time to submit a dispute, and to provide a mechanism to close the settlements process.  The NPRR sponsor supported the comments submitted by the COPS, ERCOT Staff and Constellation NewEnergy.  PRS noted that the comments addressed the same sections in different ways; that the comments by Constellation NewEnergy have not been reviewed by COPS; that the NPRR may require changes to the nodal requirements document for Section 9, Settlement and Billing; and that the NPRR has not been reviewed by TPTF.  


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	The current dispute process is burdensome

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	None
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Reduced time required to file disputes
	10-100 FTE hours a year depending on QSE size

	
	2
	Reduced time required to monitor disputes.
	10-100 FTE hours a year depending on QSE size.

	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	Allows ERCOT to more easily comply with PURA § 39.151(a)(4), potentially reducing litigation costs for ERCOT and Invoice Recipients.

	

	Other Comments
	1
	

	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Eric Goff

	Company
	Constellation NewEnergy

	Segment
	IREP


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Description

	COPS 081407
	Endorsed NPRR078 and offered revised language.

	ERCOT Staff  082107
	Noted that current nodal language reflect the process used today and that this NPRR has not been reviewed by TPTF.  Offered revised language.

	Constellation New Energy 082207
	Offered revisions to COPS’ revised language.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


A version of NPRR078 incorporating the comments submitted by the COPS, ERCOT Staff and Constellation New Energy will posted at a later date.
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