Nodal Transition Outage Management Guideline Plan
As prescribed by Section 5.4.10, ERCOT’s Nodal Transition Outage Management Guideline Plan limits Transmission Element Outages during the initial operation of TXMACS system. The Nodal Protocols definition of Transmission Elements includes generators.
The Nodal Outage Transition Guideline Plan will require Transmission Element owners to begin limiting Transmission Element Outages during a 44-day Plan Period starting at midnight on November 21, 2008 and ending at midnight on January 4, 2009.  
The following criteria will be considered by Transmission Element owners and ERCOT when determining Outages to exclude from the Plan Period.  The criteria include, but are not limited to the following:
· Any Outage on a Transmission Element that is normally loaded at a high level during the Plan Period.
· Any Outage on a Transmission Element that is critical for maintaining reliability.
· Any Outage associated with the construction of a project that has been endorsed by ERCOT as an Economic Project in the 2006 Constraints and Needs Report. 
· Any Outage associated with the completion of a Special Protection Scheme (SPS) exit strategy where the SPS that is to be exited is expected to remain a viable reliability alternative through the summer peak of 2009.
· Resource Outages, except those scheduled as part of the rolling 12-month Outage plan, unless a substitution to a planned outage is being proposed which does not pose reliability problems (updates must be entered in the Outage Scheduler before May 21, 2008).  

For any Outage submitted during the Plan Period, Transmission Element owners will be required to submit written justification for the requested Outage in the Outage Scheduler Comment field associated with that Outage.  The element owner’s justification will provide a reason for ERCOT to consider when evaluating whether the Outage should go through the normal security evaluation.  ERCOT may, at its discretion, reject any Outage submitted during the Plan Period based on a lack of adequate justification given by the element owner.  ERCOT may reject Outages with adequate justification if they cause security violations.  
Prior to the Plan Period, Transmission Element owners are encouraged to submit Outages that would have normally been requested during the Plan Period in order to relieve Outage coordination problems if the Plan Period should be delayed. If the Nodal go-live date is delayed, no pre-approved outages will be postponed by ERCOT as a result of such nodal implementation delay.
As conditions change, ERCOT reserves the right to adjust this guideline including adjusting the Plan Period as required to maintain system security.  ERCOT shall provide timely updates to Market Participants during the Plan Period. 

