Nodal Protocols Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	080
	NPRR Title
	Revised Wording of Protocol Section 3.1.5.1

	Date
	August 16, 2007

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	3.1.5.1  ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

	Revision Description
	The proposed rewording of Protocol section 3.1.5.1 will allow ERCOT to treat electrical buses as consequentially outaged transmission elements in the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.

	Reason for Revision
	Eliminates the requirement to enter electrical buses directly into the ERCOT Outage Scheduler. 

	Overall Market Benefit
	See table below

	Overall Market Impact
	See table below

	Consumer Impact
	NA

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	None

	Reason for Revision (from Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) Charter Scope)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
(1) Revisions resulting from Commission orders; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(2) Clarifications of Protocol language that do not change the intent or technical specifications of the Protocols; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(3) Correction of technical errors or processes that are found to not be technically feasible; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(4) Revisions to the Protocols necessary to implement the results of the value engineering analysis or to otherwise avoid severe cost impacts; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(5) Other (describe):


	TPTF Review (Yes or No, and summary of conclusion)
	Yes – Approved at TPTF on August 14, 2007

On August 14, 2007, TPTF voted to approve the draft NPRR to revise the language related to Electrical Buses in Section 3.1.5.1.  The motion carried by roll-call vote, with 100% in favor and two abstentions from the Municipally Owned Utility (MOU) and Independent Generator (IG) Market Segments. The Consumer Market Segment was not represented.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Dennis Caufield

	E-mail Address
	dennis.caufield@centerpointenergy.com

	Company
	CenterPoint Energy

	Company Address
	P.O. Box 1700, Houston, Texas 77251

	Phone Number
	713-207-2462

	Cell Number
	281-413-2730

	Market Segment
	Investor Owned Utility


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	
	Will not add any incremental cost to the Texas Nodal project

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	All TSP’s, QSE’s and PUN’s
	Expected to lower overall costs to market participants by not requiring them to track and enter electrical buses into the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.

	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	Eliminating electrical buses reduces the number of devices being scheduled and insures more consistent outage submission by requestors. 

	

	Other Comments
	1
	CNP has discussed this issue with impacted groups at ERCOT and has their endorsement.

	


	Proposed Nodal Protocol Language Revision


3.1.5.1
ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

(1)
A TSP shall request a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage for any Transmission Element in the Network Operations Model that requires the Transmission Element to be removed from its normal service. Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages for Electrical Buses will be treated as consequentially outaged Transmission Elements.  In those cases where a TSP enters the breaker and switch statuses associated with an Electrical bus, a downstream topology processor will evaluate the breakers and switches associated with the applicable Electrical Bus to determine if the Electrical Bus is consequentially outaged, and to thereby designate the status of the Electrical Bus.  Proposed Transmission Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage information submitted by a TSP in accordance with this Section constitutes a request for ERCOT’s approval of the Outage schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT is not deemed to have approved the Outage schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage until ERCOT notifies the TSP of its approval under procedures adopted by ERCOT.  ERCOT shall evaluate requests under Section 3.1.5.11, Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests. 

 (2)
ERCOT shall review and approve Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities schedules according to Section 3.1.5.11, Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests.  ERCOT shall transmit its approvals and rejections to TSPs via the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.  Once approved, ERCOT may not withdraw its approval except under the conditions described in Section 3.1.5.7, Withdrawal of Approval and Rescheduling of Approved Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities.
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