OWG Report to ROS
8/16/07
The OWG met June 20th and July 18th, 2007. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1. OGRR165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGRR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  This OGRR has been tabled per ROS directive. 
2. OGRR192 - Combustion Turbine Governor Performance Test Forms: This OGRR adds two new sections describing Combustion Turbine Governor Performance Testing Procedures based on actual and historical data. This OGRR provides additional instruction and submittal forms for Combustion Turbine Governor Performance Testing. This OGRR will be taken up at the next OGRTF meeting. The OWG has reviewed the OGRR and the Impact Study. Questions were raised regarding the ½ FTE requirement mentioned in the IA and whether this was necessary to accomplish the proposed language in OGRR192.  OWG requested that ERCOT further review the IA and bring back a revised IA to the August OWG meeting.
3. OGRR194 - Wording Changes to Make All Parts of Section 7 Consistent: This OGRR was up-dated by SPWG in order to make Section 7 consistent through out. The OWG has reviewed the OGRR and the Impact Study. The OWG recommends the approval of OGRR194. 

4. OGRR197- Conforming Operating Guides to Protocol Section 21 and Other Market Guides  
This Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) conforms the revision process for the Operating Guide to Protocol Section 21 and other ERCOT market guides by: 

Requiring that an OGRR associated with an ERCOT project be assigned to the “Unfunded Project List” unless the project can be funded in the current ERCOT budget cycle based upon its priority and ranking; 

Providing specific guidelines for ROS to use when determining whether a OGRR should be considered urgent; and 

Proposing other formatting, stylistic, and administrative changes.

This OGRR also adds a new subsection pertaining to Nodal Operating Guide Revisions.  
The OWG has reviewed the OGRR and the Impact Study. The OWG recommends the approval of OGRR197.
5. OGRR198- Firm Load Shed Implementation Time Periods 
This Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) adds language to the current ERCOT Operating Guides to provide maximum time periods allowed for firm load shed implementation by Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) at the request of ERCOT System Operators when in EECP Step 4.  
The OWG has reviewed the OGRR and the Impact Study. The OWG recommends the approval of OGRR198.

6. OGRR200- 48 Hour Restoration (Companion to PRR722)
This Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) proposes language so that in the unlikely event of an ERCOT System shut down, ERCOT will return 90% of ERCOT peak load to pre-disturbed condition at or near 48 hours if a viable solution is available.  This OGRR is a companion to PRR722, 48 Hour Restoration.
OGRR200 has been withdrawn by the submitter.

7. The OGRTF received comments on the Nodal Operating Guides by the beginning of the OGRTF meeting on July 17th and the morning of July 18th. All comments were reviewed and incorporated in to the Nodal Operating Guides as appropriate. The driving criterion was not to introduce any new issues into the Guides that were not either in the current Guides or not addressed in the Nodal Protocols. Any such issues should be resubmitted for full vetting after the Nodal Operating Guides have been initially approved for implementation. The section of the Guides that needed special attention was Section 7, Telemetry and Communication. A special meeting was convened on July 26th. The meeting attendees were primarily made up of subject matter experts and ERCOT personnel. The meeting was very concentrated and the Section now addresses all comments as of that date. On August 9th ERCOT submitted additional comments on the section and a recommendation to “reject NOGRR016 due to additional ERCOT comments dated 08/09/07 to NOGRR007, Nodal Operating Guides - Section 7, Telemetry and Communication.  ERCOT proposes that NOGRR016 be incorporated into NOGRR007”. The OGRTF and the appropriate subject matter experts have not met to address these comments due to the late date in which the ERCOT additional comments were submitted. These comments appear to be outside the OGRTF criteria as stated above. 
The ROS should consider the additional comments with the criteria in mind.  

The Impact Study is underway and will be presented to the OWG at the OWG meeting of August 22, 2007. The OWG recommendation will be presented to ROS at the ROS meeting on September 13th and 14th .

8. The Black Start Task Force met on August 7th , 2007. The BSTF had a presentation by ERCOT on the preliminary selection of the 2008 Black Start units. There were 24 Bids received and 19 were selected. Of those 19 selected there were four (4) different units as compared to 2007 line up. The total cost of the Black Start service for 2008 is $ 7.77M as compared to $ 7.4M in 2007. ERCOT stated that a monthly satellite phone test began recently. This test will be conducted on the 1st of each month, probably during the early morning hours to accommodate the ERCOT operators.  The task force was informed of the aggregation process currently underway. Black Start training dates have been selected for 2008 and will registration will be done by the host utility as in the past. 
9. The OTF has finalized the 2007 OWG storm drill.  The annual “Severe Weather Drill ” as required by the ERCOT Guides, Section 1.8.5, will be conducted November 14, 2007.  This year’s Drill will simulate a massive Siberian cold air mass quickly moving into Texas in a 72 hour time frame.  The Drill will begin at 0730 on Nov. 14, and simulate a four day event. 
“Below is a timeline of events and due dates:

· September 14, 2007 – Drill Invite issued by ERCOT to market.

· October 9, 2007 – ERCOT Client Relations send out individual follow-up emails on Drill Invite.

· October 12, 2007 – Drill Participants’ RSVPs due back to ERCOT.

· October 30, 2007 – Drill Conference Call.  There will be two separate instructional conference calls; one for TOs and one for QSEs.  Once the details are confirmed, instructions will be e-mailed to all Drill participants.

· November 14, 2007 – Drill day (0730 – 1630).

· November 16, 2007 – Drill Participants’ Critique responses due back to ERCOT.

· November 28, 2007 – Backup Drill day.

· November 14, 0730-1630 – Drill

· November 16, – Critique due
10. The OWG had a very non-descript meeting in June discussing generic issues. The July had the sole purpose of reviewing the Nodal Operating Guides and OGRRs 192, 194, 197 and 198. 
The next OWG meeting is scheduled for August 22nd, 2007. 
