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EMERGENCY ELECTRIC CURTAILMENT PLAN: BACKGROUND 

ERCOT’s Emergency Electric Curtailment Plan (EECP) is the detailed, step-by-step procedure that ERCOT Operations uses to maximize generation resources during grid emergencies.  Only as a last resort to avoid the risk of a complete blackout would ERCOT reduce demand by dropping load through rotating outages.  

Step 1 allows ERCOT to bring on uncommitted generation and power from neighboring grids.  

Step 2 calls for dropping interruptible-load customers which reduces load by approximately 1,125 MW.  Also at Step 2, the media will be notified to ask the public for voluntary energy conservation.  

At Step 3, additional interruptible loads in the load-reduction program are dropped, if available.  

Step 4 is the final fail-safe measure of implementing controlled, temporary interruptions of electrical service – or rotating outages – which typically last 15-40 minutes before being rotated to a different neighborhood.  

Rotating outages have been necessary only twice in the past 18 years.  After the last occurrence in April 2006, operations procedures were updated to provide more advance notice of diminishing reserves to the electric market, regulatory and government leadership and to the public. (See Communications: Pre-EECP and EECP.)

SYSTEM OPERATIONS ACTIONS AT EACH STAGE

Alert (pre-EECP) – When reserves fall below 2500 MW, ERCOT Operations will: 

· Start Reliability-Must-Run units

· Instruct generation owners to suspend testing

· Deploy non-spin reserves

· Dispatch quick-start capacity

EECP Step 1 – When reserves fall below 2300 MW, ERCOT Operations will:

· Instruct all available generation to come online

· Secure emergency power from neighboring electrical grids through direct-current ties

EECP Step 2 – When reserves fall below 1750 MW, ERCOT Operations will:

· Drop customers who have been paid to accept the risk of interruption (known as “Load acting as a Resource,” or LaaR)

· Transfer load to neighboring grids through block-load transfers

· Issue a media appeal, if not already done, asking the public for voluntary energy conservation

EECP Step 3 – When reserves continue trending downward or if needed to maintain system frequency at 60 Hertz (Hz), ERCOT Operations will:

· Drop additional interruptible loads (known as “Emergency Interruptible Load”), if available

EECP Step 4 – To maintain system frequency at 59.8 Hz or greater, ERCOT Operations will:

· Instruct local utilities to implement rotating outages to reduce load  

For more detailed explanations of EECP procedures, see ERCOT Protocols, Section 5.6.6.1 or ERCOT Operating Guides, Section 4.5
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