Board Action Report

	NPRR Number
	063
	NPRR Title
	Electrical Bus Clarification

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Approved 

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision 
	2.1, Definitions 

	Effective Date
	Upon Texas Nodal Market implementation.

	Priority & Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) provides clarification on designation of Electrical Buses within the Network Operations Model that will meet the needs of the Nodal Market.

	Overall Market Benefit
	This clarification allows more accurate representation of Nodal Market requirements and significantly reduces the number of defined Electrical Buses in the Network Operations Model by approximately 6,000.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	Not known.

	Credit Impacts 
	ERCOT credit staff and the Credit Work Group have reviewed NPRR063 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 5/24/07, NPRR063 was posted.
· On 6/21/07, ERCOT Staff presented the Impact Analysis (IA).
· On 6/21/07, PRS considered this NPRR.
· On 6/28/07, TAC considered this NPRR.
· On 7/17/07, the ERCOT Board (Board) considered this NPRR.

	PRS Recommendation 
	On 6/21/06, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR063 as submitted, endorse the IA and forward the documents to TAC.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 6/21/07, ERCOT Staff stated that in several stakeholder meetings it was evident that there was no clear understanding of the meaning of “electrical bus”.  ERCOT Staff indicated that it would cooperate with Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to determine the existence of electrical busses. 

	TAC Recommendation
	On 6/28/07, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR063 and endorse the Baseline 2 IA as recommended by PRS.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 06/28/07, TAC inquired whether the cost estimates are preliminary.  ERCOT Staff explained that these are final estimates that may be on the high side that may be reduced as implementation strategies are refined.  ERCOT Staff emphasized that delays in the approval process or piece-meal approval of cost estimates will make negotiations with the vendors difficult, may create risk to the schedule, and may cause cost increases.

	Board Action
	On 7/17/07, the Board approved NPRR063 as recommended by TAC.


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	n/a

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	n/a
	n/a

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	n/a
	n/a

	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	None.

	

	Other
	1
	None.

	Comments
	2
	

	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Trip Doggett on behalf of TPTF


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Description

	None
	


	Proposed Nodal Protocol Language Revision


2.1
DEFINITIONS

Electrical Bus

A physical transmission element defined in the Network Operations Model that connects, using breakers and switches, one or more Loads, lines, transformers, generators, capacitors, reactors, and phase shifters to the ERCOT Transmission Grid where there is negligible impedance between the connected transmission elements.    All Electrical Buses are designated by ERCOT and TSPs for modeling the electrical topology of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  
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