Board Action Report


	NPRR Number
	048
	NPRR Title
	Revised Wording of Opportunity Outages for Transmission Facilities

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Approved

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	2.1, Definitions
3.1.6.8, Opportunity Outage

	Effective Date
	Upon implementation of the Texas Nodal Market.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	N/A

	Revision Description
	The proposed Opportunity Outages rewording will allow ERCOT to grant a Transmission Service Provider (TSP) permission to work on TSP-owned equipment that can only be maintained when a Resource is Off-Line for a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage.

	Overall Market Benefit
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) will give transmission operators enhanced ability to maintain, replace or upgrade Transmission Facilities that connect a Resource to the interconnected ERCOT System thus improve reliability.

	Overall Market Impact
	Not known.

	Consumer Impact
	Not known.

	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT credit staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR048 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 3/08/07, NPRR048 was posted.

· On 03/14/07, ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 3/22/07, PRS considered this NPRR.

· On 06/05/07, the Baseline 1, Group 1 (B1G1) IA was posted.  

· On 06/12/07, the PRS reviewed the B1G1 IA.
· On 06/28/07, TAC considered this NPRR and its B1G1 IA.
· On 7/17/07, the ERCOT Board of Directors (Board) considered this NPRR.

	PRS Recommendation 
	On 3/22/07, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR048 as revised by ERCOT Staff comments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 06/12/07, PRS unanimously voted to forward the B1G1 IA to TAC for approval.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.  

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 3/22/07, there was no discussion.

On 6/12/07, PRS noted that the B1G1 NPRR requirements are already included in the nodal program and they have no cost or schedule impact.

	TAC Recommendation
	On 06/28/07, TAC voted to recommend approval of this NPRR and its IA as recommended by PRS.  There were five (5) abstentions (4 – Consumer Market Segment; 1 – Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment).  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

	Summary of TAC  Discussion
	On 6/28/07, there was no discussion.

	Board Action
	On 7/17/07, the Board approved NPRR048 as recommended by TAC.


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits

	

	Assumptions
	1
	None.

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	Nodal Outage Scheduler
	Will require adding Opportunity Outages as an

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Not known.
	

	

	Additional Qualitative Information


	1
	The proposed Opportunity Outages rewording will allow ERCOT to grant a TSP 

permission to work on TSP-owned equipment which can only be maintained when

a Resource is off-line for a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage.  

	
	2
	The rewording primarily removes the eight day constraint from applying to a TSP.

	

	Other
	1
	None.

	Comments
	2
	

	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Trip Doggett on behalf of TPTF

	E-mail Address
	tdoggett@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Description

	ERCOT 031407
	Proposed revisions to the definition of “Outage” in Section 2.1, Definitions.


	Proposed Nodal Protocol Language Revision


2.1
DEFINITIONS

Opportunity Outage  

An Outage that may be accepted by ERCOT when a specific Resource is Off-Line due to an Outage. 
3.1.6.8
Opportunity Outage

(1)
Opportunity Outages for Resources are a special category of Planned Outages that may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage and the Resource has been previously accepted for a Planned Outage during the next eight days.

(2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an accepted or approved Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the Resource may remain Off-Line and start the accepted or approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must give as much notice as practicable to ERCOT.

(3)
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource is Off-Line due to a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage. A TSP may request an Opportunity Outage at any time.  
(4)
When an Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved Transmission Facilities Opportunity Outage request on file, the TSP may start the approved Outage as soon as practible after receiving authorization to proceed by ERCOT.  ERCOT must give as much notice as practicable to the TSP.
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