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	Proposed Load Profiling Guide Language Revision


8.7 Criteria for Requiring a Profile Model Change


As discussed in Section 8.1, Routine and Non-Routine Profile Model Evaluations, ERCOT is responsible for evaluating existing Load Profiles for change as Load Profiles may become stagnant and/or not representative of the segments of the ERCOT market for which they are used.  

This section details the criteria which should be applied in determining whether Load Profile changes are appropriate.

The following criteria shall be applied to determine whether Load Profile changes are appropriate based on evaluations using current Load research data:

1. The Load weighted average annual price for a current Load Profile is outside the 90% confidence interval of the price estimate based on the Load Profile developed from the current Load research;

2.  The On-Peak/Off-Peak Ratio for a current Load Profile is outside the 90% confidence interval of the ratio estimate based on the Load Profile developed from the current load research;

3. The Load factor for a current Load Profile is outside the 90% confidence interval of the Load factor estimate based on the Load Profile developed from the current Load research;

4. One or more of the comparison statistics listed in Section 8.2.4.4, Summary Statistics on Differences Between Series, for a current profile are outside the 90% confidence interval of the corresponding statistic based on the Load Profile developed from the current Load research for 10% or more of the intervals for the analysis period, which is normally one year;

5. One or more of the summary statistics listed in Section 8.2.4.4 for a current profile are outside the 90% confidence interval of the corresponding statistic based on the Load Profile developed from the current Load research.

The following criteria shall be applied to determine whether Load Profile changes are appropriate based on evaluations using other than current Load research data:  The average difference of the reading fractions calculated as outlined in  Section 8.3.2.2, Examination of Monthly Patterns, across the ESI IDs currently assigned to the load profile exceed 2% on either a seasonal or annual basis.

15
Load Research Samples
Load research samples are required by ERCOT as the basis for developing and evaluating Load Profiles for most Load Profile Types.  Protocols Section 18.2.11, “Responsibilities of Sampling in Support of Load Profiling,” broadly define the responsibilities of ERCOT and TDSPs regarding load research samples.  This part of the Load Profiling Guides (LPG) also provides guidelines on communication and expectations between ERCOT and TDSPs in fulfilling those responsibilities.  

TDSPs have provided their load research data in the past and shall continue to provide available data in the future in the interests of keeping ERCOT’s costs down.  TDSPs may, at their own discretion, determine the overall level of load research effort they will provide.  TDSP’s load research is independent of ERCOT, except as specified in Protocols Section 18, “Load Profiling.”  ERCOT shall make use of TDSP and Non-Opt In Entity (NOIE) load research data to the extent such data are available and useful.  ERCOT shall attempt to minimize the burden to TDSPs of providing data to ERCOT.

TDSPs and NOIEs provided all load research data to ERCOT used in the initial development of Load Profiles.  ERCOT shall periodically request current load research data from all TDSPs and NOIEs for Load Profile model evaluations.  ERCOT plans to develop and arrange for implementation of its own load research samples.


15.2.2 Availability of Data 


Load research data collected by ERCOT shall be available only to ERCOT or its designated agent.  Profiles developed from these data shall be made available through ERCOT’s standard profile reporting procedures.  ERCOT shall provide descriptive information available on load research samples, in support of Load Profiling, according to Protocols Section 18.3.1, “Methodology Information.”  This data is strictly used for Load Profiling purposes.  

In addition to the published Load Profiles, other aggregate data from the load research samples shall also be made available to Market Participants by ERCOT.  Aggregate data that ERCOT shall provide for each load research sample shall include:

· ERCOT’s estimate of average kW per ESI ID in each time interval based on the load research sample,

· Standard errors or other statistical accuracy measures for the estimated average kW per ESI ID in each interval, and  

· Sample size.

The standard errors and sample sizes for each load research sample may be provided as ranges or averages rather than providing individual values for each time interval.  ERCOT may provide additional aggregate information that it deems to be of value to the Market Participants.  

15.2.4 Creation of New Samples

ERCOT has the authority to determine the need for new load research samples.  These samples may be a replacement for existing samples, or may represent a population not currently covered by an active load research sample.


Samples developed by ERCOT may be regional, spanning more than one TDSP.  The sampled populations may also be restricted to only a geographic subset of a TDSP’s service territory.

Information that ERCOT shall provide to the PWG about a planned new sample shall include:

· A description of the population to be represented by the sample.

· The relationship between this population and classes represented by current samples or previously existing samples for which data have been provided to ERCOT.

· The approximate size of the population, in number of customers and MWh.

When plans for a new sample are sufficiently developed, ERCOT shall provide to the PWG a description of the Sample Design.  This description shall include:

· The Sample Design accuracy target.

· The estimation method for which the sample accuracy is designed (typically, mean-per-unit or ratio estimation).

· The stratification scheme.

· The population size of each Sampling cell, in number of customers and annual MWh.

· The sample size of each Sampling cell.

16.1.2 Establishing New TOU Schedules

Available TOU Schedules are listed in Appendix D, Profile Decision Tree.  Any request for a new TOU Schedule shall be submitted as a Load Profiling Guide Revision Request (LPGRR) in accordance with the process set forth in Section 2, Load Profiling Guide (LPG) Revision Process.  



Currently, the ERCOT settlement system can accommodate TOU Schedules that have up to four (4) Time-of-Use periods (e.g., Off-Peak, Mid-Peak, On-Peak, Super-Peak).
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