Informal Notes from the Conference-Call Meeting to Discuss
The Wind Power Forecasting (WPF) Conceptual System Design (CSD)
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May 15, 2007
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The conference call began at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 15, 2007.

Bill Blevins reviewed the disposition of comments for the WPF CSD, noting that the meeting output for the May 14 – 15, 2007 conference calls would be distributed prior to the May 21 – 23, 2007 TPTF meeting. Following are highlights from this review. 

Regarding concerns surrounding the AWST contract, Mr. Blevins noted that ERCOT is moving through different stages of work with AWST to produce WPF the use cases, CSD, and detailed design, and the details for the AWST contract will finalized at a future time.
Mr. Blevins clarified ERCOT’s approach to posting wind forecast information, noting that QSEs will receive forecast information for only the WGRs they represent. AWST clarified their methodology for calculating the Wind Generation Resource Production Potential (WGRPP), noting they will calculate the WGRPP as the aggregated sum of all the plants in the system. That sum will then be disaggregated for individual plants based upon corresponding percentage-error characteristics. The aggregation approach is expected to yield a larger WGRPP value. MPs requested that more information regarding how the methodology relates to error characteristics will be included in the WPF CSD. Mr. Blevins noted that he will try to distribute some clarifying materials from previous TPTF discussions. 
Mr. Blevins discussed the statistical model, noting that more information regarding the AWST statistical model will be included in the detailed design, to the extent permitted by proprietary limitations. Mr. Blevins noted that AWST has agreed to share more information on the model and has offered training opportunities for interested MPs. The general consensus was that providing the model information in the detailed design rather than the CSD will be acceptable. 
Mr. Blevins noted that AWST will not be performing error analysis but will only compile error statistics for ERCOT. Mr. Blevins noted that MPs will have access to all of the information they will need to perform error analyses if they need to do so. Mr. Blevins noted that Section 3.5.4, Processing, had been updated to reflect statistical data ERCOT will expect to receive from AWST. Mr. Blevins further noted that all of the data described in Section 3.7, ERCOT- Post and Archive Wind Power Forecast, will be posted to allow MPs to perform their own independent shadow analyses. Mr. Blevins clarified that the Nodal Protocols do not require the posting of error analysis data, but ERCOT is planning to do this as a benefit for MPs. 
Mr. Blevins discussed the reporting of data for WGR status, noting that ERCOT will send online/offline and date/time WGR status to AWST, along with any correlating data from the Outage Scheduler, and AWST will then create each WGR forecast based on current meteorological data, regional data, and any de-rates or outages from the Outage Scheduler. Mr. Blevins confirmed that online/offline status will not be determined in Real-Time but will be based on data from the Outage Scheduler, and hourly values will be calculated by ERCOT based on Real-time data sent by QSEs. Mr. Trefny recommended that because the hourly value will be calculated by ERCOT, the requirement for “hourly” data should be clarified in the CSD.  Mr. Blevins noted for the disposition spreadsheet that the term “hourly” will be removed from Section 3.1.3, Inputs and Sources, where applicable. 
Mr. Blevins discussed the potential for errors in meteorological data that is not read at hub height. While the Nodal Protocols do not require a hub height reading, AWST has noted a possible reduction in forecast sharpness due to readings at heights other than hub height. Mr. Blevins noted that ERCOT will accept meteorological data based on existing heights for the time being, with the expectation that the hub height requirement will be enforced in the future if errors in meteorological data compromise the quality of forecasts. Mr. Blevins also noted that all new WGRs coming online will be expected to comply with the hub height requirement. No objections were voiced for this approach. 
Regarding Section 3.2.3, Inputs and Sources, MPs requested that a detailed list be included in the WPF CSD to describe the weather input data that AWST will use for forecasting. MPs also requested that AWST provide some indication of the frequency with which they receive the input data. AWST agreed to provide more details about the input data and the frequency of receipt during the detailed design phase. Mr. Blevins noted this commitment in the WPF disposition spreadsheet 
Regarding Section 3.8.5, Outputs and Targets, Mr. Blevins noted that the WPF CSD will be updated to use a term other than “appropriate” to describe QSEs to whom ERCOT will provide Long-Term Wind Power Forecasts (LTWPFs). Mr. Trefny recommended indicating that a LTWPF will be provided to QSEs for each corresponding WGR in their registration. 
MPs discussed the measure of sharpness that will be used for forecasts as described in Section 5.1, Performance. MPs expressed their general agreement with the approach described in the WPF CSD. Mr. Blevins confirmed that more information regarding the methodology to calculate the 80% Probability of Exceedance will be provided in the detailed design document. 
Regarding Section 5.1, Performance, MPs expressed interest in identifying a requirement in the form of a motivating financial incentive to ensure that AWST will continually seek to optimize the sharpness of its forecast. Mr. Blevins noted that because AWST will store and report all of the information associated with ERCOT forecasts, MPs will be able to conduct shadow analyses at any time as a means to evaluate the performance of the forecasting service. 
Mr. Blevins ended the conference call at 2:00 p.m. 
Action Items:

	New Action Items Identified
	Responsible Party

	· Distribute any available materials from previous TPTF meetings to help clarify the methodology for aggregating WGRPP.
· Remove the “hourly” reference from Section 3.1.3 of the WPF CSD where applicable.
· Provide more information in the detailed design for the AWST inputs described in WPF CSD Section 3, Functional Specification. 

· Provide more detail regarding the AWST data inputs as described in Section 3.2.3 during detailed design, along with an indication of the frequency with which AWST will receive the data.

· Provide more information during detailed design regarding the methodology to calculate the 80% Probability of Exceedance.
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