NDSWG REPORT TO ROS

May 2007
The Network Data Support Working Group has met twice since the last ROS meeting.. 

The primary focus of the March meeting was the changes being made to the Nodal Operating guide for section 8. The comments of the NDSWG have been provided to the OGR task force.
Also during this meeting Bill Blevins informed the group the ERCOT was in the process of developing a handbook for ICCP and that he expected to have something to send out soon. (Sent mid-April)
Raj Chudgar provide information on why NPRR036 is scheduled for post live delivery. This decision was based on ERCOT’s logistics, MP logistics, space for servers and cost of additional licenses. NDSWG still believe the best tool that we have available for monitoring system conditions during the transition to the Nodal market is being left behind. Raj indicated that ERCOT plans on providing this access 3 to 6 months after ‘Go Live’. Based on what was described for roll out for this capability, this function will not be available while it is being installed (space and license limitations). NDSWG members still believe that using the zonal applications for verify the nodal system can lead to reliability issues. How can we compare applications results using the tools designed for the Zonal market when attempting to debug problems that exist in the Nodal Applications that we don’t have access to? EROCT’s comment on this issue is: A MOTE will still be available for use as ERCOT transitions to the Nodal environment but the transistion may put limitations on server size and location.  Data is data in both Zonal and Nodal.  The State Estimator functions will still be extremely similar in both systems.  ERCOT and MPs are doing a P2P on Zonal to Nodal systems today and will continue to verify base data and models until a SOTE is available.
ERCOT provided an update on EDS 1 and status on NMMS.
ERCOT will be holding a two day Nodal Modeling Forum meeting May 17 and 18

Next Meeting
The next meeting is schedule to be in Taylor on May 16.
Update on Market Participates submitting contingency data to ERCOT.

The NMMS product includes the capability for Market Participates to submit contingency data to ERCOT. 
There are numerous references in the protocols relating to contingencies and the coordination of these contingencies between operations, planning and CRR models. 

There are also references to the fact that ERCOT can select what contingencies that should be used for the day a head planning and the current operating day from a list of predefined contingencies.
Some Market Participants believe that the only way for data to enter the Nodal system is for it to be submitted by a Market Participant and that ERCOT is not a Market Participant.  However, ERCOT wants to reserves the right to review, and add data such as contingencies, that affect the reliability of the Transmission Grid.
One of the controlling protocol sections for Market Participants for providing contingency data is believed to be in Section 3 of the Nodal Protocol section 3.3.2 (d)
Each TSP, QSE and Resource Entity shall coordinate with ERCOT ….

(d) Protection and control schemes, including changes to Remedial Action Plans (RAPs), Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) systems, Energy Management Systems (EMS), AGC, or Special Protection Systems (SPS).
ERCOT defines that this statement includes contingency data since the ‘Protection and control schemes’ directly relates how the transmission system will clear faults or disturbances of the ERCOT grid and contingency data would be how the Market Participants submit the majority of this information.
Additional Nodal Protocol References include 3.1.5.9 (h), 3.3.2.1 (j), 3.10 (6), 3.10 (9), 3.10.3, 3.19 (2), 7.5.1.







