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Load Profile Metering

17.1 Introduction

This section defines the requirements for metering with regard to Load Profiling and Interval Data Recorder (IDR) activities.  Meter reading data in this context encompasses monthly consumption, demand and interval meter data.  The TDSPs are the only entities authorized to provide settlement meter data to ERCOT in accordance with Protocols Section 10, “Metering.”

Each ESI ID in ERCOT shall be assigned to a Load Profile ID. Meter reading data is necessary to perform this assignment because the information used for assignment of the Load Profile ID is energy and/or demand data. Only meter reading data provided to ERCOT shall be used to assign the Load Profile ID.  The other primary uses of meter reading data are:

· To allocate daily load for settlement and aggregation process;

· To allow validation for Load Profile ID assignments;

· To ensure profile models are appropriately specified; and

· To allow for profile model development.

If an advanced meter is installed on a customer’s Premise and has the capability to function as an IDR or lower level metering, data shall be supplied to ERCOT in accordance with its intended purpose to meet the needs of ERCOT billing and settlement activities.

This section addresses the following topics:

· IDR Requirement;

· Demand Meter Changes;

· Load Research Samples; and

· Supplemental Profiling.

Details for metering activities may be found in Protocols Section 10, “Metering.”

17.2 IDR Requirement

Interval Data Recorders (IDRs) shall be installed or removed in accordance with Protocol Section 18.6, Installation and Use of Interval Data Recorders and Retail Market Guide (RMG) Section 7.13, Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Optional Removal/Installation Process.

Costs associated with mandatory installation of IDRs by TDSPs shall be the responsibility of the TDSP and be in accordance with approved TDSP tariffs.
17.3 Demand Meter Changes

1. Section 9.2.1, “Load Profile ID Changes Initiated by TDSPs”, presents the procedure for changing Load Profile ID assignment. The following provides brief discussion regarding the circumstances, which may involve a meter change.
2. When a TDSP determines that a demand meter should be changed based on the TDSP metering tariff rules, the TDSP shall notify the CR prior to making the meter change. If the CR requires demand data to support customer billing for the ESI ID in question, then the CR shall notify the TDSP of its requirement for demand data. Upon CR notification, the TDSP shall not change the demand meter. 

3. If the demand meter is no longer needed by TDSP tariff or CR billing requirements, the TDSP shall reassign the ESI ID to the appropriate Profile ID in accordance with Section 9.2, “Processes to Change Load Profile ID Assignments.”  It is at the discretion of the TDSP whether to physically remove the demand register/meter or do a virtual meter change in their system.  A virtual meter change means that no demands shall be reported to ERCOT.  

4. Conversely, the ESI ID’s load growth may warrant the measurement of demand.  TDSPs shall enforce appropriate thresholds and TDSP tariffs requiring the installation of a demand meter.

5. Once it has been determined that a demand meter change is warranted, the TDSP shall make appropriate changes in accordance with Protocols Section 18.4, “Assignment of Load Profile Types and Weather Zones.”  The TDSP shall notify the CR of the completed changes as well.

6. CRs may request the installation of a demand meter for their customers, regardless of TDSP thresholds, when required for application of the CR billing.  The CR is responsible for any costs associated with the demand meter installation and monthly meter reading in accordance with the approved TDSP tariffs.

17.4 Load Research Samples

Any IDRs installed as part of the load research program, i.e., in support of ERCOT Load Profiling or TDSP cost allocation/rate design, are not subject to the IDR requirements stated in Protocols Section 18.6.1, “Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Installation and Use in Settlement.” These IDRs used for load research may be moved as needed.

ERCOT has the responsibility to monitor and evaluate current load research samples in the field.  For ERCOT sponsored sample sites, ERCOT may request additions, deletions, or a wholesale removal and installation of the IDRs.  The process shall follow the Section 15, “Load Research Samples.”

17.5 Metering for Supplemental Load Profiling

If a CR wants supplemental Load Profiling (i.e., DLC, TOU, etc.), the CR shall follow procedures in Section 16, “Supplemental Load Profiling.”  Metering for supplemental Load Profiling shall be in accordance with Protocols Section 10, “Metering,” and Protocols Section 18, “Load Profiling.”

All IDR installations for supplemental Load Profiling shall be consistent with IDR metering requirements in Protocols Section 10.9.2, “TDSP Metering Entities.”  Additionally, any Time-of-Use (TOU) metering for supplemental Load Profiling shall be able to collect and record meter data into specified TOU periods approved by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT). 
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