Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	048
	NPRR Title
	Revised Wording of Opportunity Outages for Transmission Facilities

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	2.1, Definitions
3.1.6.8, Opportunity Outage

	Revision Description
	The proposed Opportunity Outages rewording will allow ERCOT to grant a TSP permission to work on TSP-owned equipment that can only be maintained when a Resource is off-line for a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage.


	Reason for Revision
	This NPRR will give Transmission Operators enhanced ability to maintain, replace or upgrade transmission facilities that connect a Resource to the interconnected ERCOT system.


	Reason for Revision (from Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) Charter Scope)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
(1) Revisions resulting from Commission orders; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(2) Clarifications of Protocol language that do not change the intent or technical specifications of the Protocols; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(3) Correction of technical errors or processes that are found to not be technically feasible; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(4) Revisions to the Protocols necessary to implement the results of the value engineering analysis or to otherwise avoid severe cost impacts; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
(5) Other (describe):



	TPTF Review (Yes or No, and summary of conclusion)
	Yes.  On 3/1/07, TPTF voted to approve the draft NPRR for Opportunity Outages.  There were two abstentions from the Consumer Market Segment.  The Cooperative Market Segment was not present for the vote.


	Credit Implications (Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No.

	Timeline

	Date Posted
	March 8, 2007

	Please access the ERCOT website for current timeline information.




	Sponsor

	Name
	Trip Doggett on behalf of TPTF

	E-mail Address
	tdoggett@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Company Address
	2705 West Lake Dr., Taylor, TX 76574

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-6360

	Fax Number
	(512) 248-3992


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	Nodal Outage Scheduler
	Will require adding Opportunity Outages as an

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	
	

	

	Additional Qualitative Information


	1
	The proposed Opportunity Outages rewording will allow ERCOT to grant a TSP 
permission to work on TSP-owned equipment which can only be maintained when

a Resource is off-line for a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage.  

	
	2
	The rewording primarily removes the eight day constraint from applying to a TSP.

	

	Other
	1
	

	Comments
	2
	

	


	Proposed Current and Nodal Protocol Language Revision


2.1
DEFINITIONS

Opportunity Outage  

An Outage that may be accepted by ERCOT when a specific Resource is Off-Line due to an Outage. 
3.1.6.8
Opportunity Outage

(1)
Opportunity Outages for Resources are a special category of Planned Outages that may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage and the Resource has been previously accepted for a Planned Outage during the next eight days.

(2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an accepted or approved Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the Resource may remain Off-Line and start the accepted or approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must give as much notice as practicable to ERCOT.

(3)
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource is Off-Line due to a Forced, Planned or Maintenance Outage. A TSP may request an Opportunity Outage at any time.  
(4)
When an Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved Transmission Facilities Opportunity Outage request on file, the TSP may start the approved Outage as soon as practible after receiving authorization to proceed by ERCOT.  ERCOT must give as much notice as practicable to the TSP.
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