NDSWG REPORT TO ROS

March 2007
The Network Data Support Working Group met in Austin on February 20. 
Curtis Crews started the meeting by introducing his new team members.
The first item that was discussed was OWG’s request for NDSWG’s help in reviewing the Nodal Change to Operating Guide Section 8. Several of the NDSWG members have indicated that they will attend the OGRR Task Force meeting to assist in the activity. The proposed changes should be available for review at the next NDSWG meeting.

Ken Dye provided an update on the MOTE system and the problems that people of been having accessing the system the last several months. The MOTE system is what allows TSP to see ERCOT’s SE results ass close to real-time as possible. 
An update was also provided on 036NPRR which is a revision request to retain MOTE type access going into the Nodal Market. This NPRR was tag with Post Live delivery for the implementation date. All members of the NDSWG are in agreement that this capability needs to be available during the transition to the Nodal market since it is the TSP only method of seeing the Real-Time network and the SE results. The NDSWG would like to request the ROS to communicate to the ERCOT that for market reliability reasons this capability needs to be available during the transition to the Nodal Market.
Market Participant training was discussed again and people were directed to the nodal website for a list of the available training classes and information regarding training requirements and testing. Training for the NMMS was also discussed and ERCOT indicated that this will be added to the list in the near future and it will be required of everybody submitting modeling changes to ERCOT before changes will be accepted. ERCOT plans on this training to take place about August of 2007. http://nodal.ercot.com/training
The current Nodal Time-line has the NMMS data submission process starting in October 2007 for operation data and this will become the single source for all transmission model changes for both the zonal and nodal transmission modeling information.

At the time that NDSWG met there were 1200 outstanding issues that need to resolve before NMMS modeling, testing and validation could be started. Currently ERCOT sees the market participants starting this activity during earlier summer. 
Curtis informed the group that it is ERCOT expectation that a point to point check out of ICCP data will be performed as part of the transition plan to the nodal system. The current transition plan shows this task occurring in the June-July 2007 time frame. ERCOT is currently defining this schedule and the details of this activity. This task will occur as part of the EDS 1 and EDS 2 activities. Curtis was asked if he could find somebody to update the group at its next meeting on EDS 1 and EDS 2.

Modeling of transmission contingencies was discussed and ERCOT indicated that in the nodal world this is a market participate function. The CIM/XML will be extended to provide this capability.
Curtis Crews discussed the Service Request and Approval to Energize process. The group was reminded that starting in March an incident report will be sent to Compliance for any Service Request that did not meet the Protocols 30 day requirement. Also the group was informed that sometime this summer Service Requests that did not meet the minimum 3 month Nodal Protocol advance notice will also be listed but will not be considered a compliance issue.
Curtis expected to have approval soon on changes to the Approval to Energize process. Currently this notification is required to be made by fax. There have been some problems with the faxes getting to the correct people at ERCOT in a timely manner. Curtis hopes that email can be used in the future to provide an alternate path for this notification.

Curtis also informed the NDSWG members that starting April 1 ERCOT will no longer model pseudo switches unless they are submitted by the TSP. This can have an impact on when topology changes can be included in the model. The TSPs will need to work with ERCOT on how projects can be included in the model prior to the energization date.

The last topic that was discussed was making available generating unit data to the TSPs ICCP links. TSPs access to this type of information is allowed under both versions of the protocols. This change was never made earlier since the first delivery of the ERCOT’s system made this activity difficult. ERCOT has indicated that they can now do this. The NDSWG would like to ask the ROS for permission to ask ERCOT to make this change. 

Next Meeting
The next meeting is schedule to be in Austin on March 21.






