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January 31, 2007

ERCOT Compliance Report

On

EECP Step 1 Event 12/13/2006

ERCOT Compliance conducted a brief review of this event, primarily to confirm that procedures were followed.  ERCOT entered its Step 1 of the Emergency Energy Curtailment Plan (EECP) for less than one half hour on the morning of December 13, 2006.  ERCOT’s Adjusted Responsive Reserve (ARR) dropped in part due to the loss of over 566 MWs of generation during the early morning hours prior to the peak. The definition of ARR is the same as Responsive Reserves with the exception of the unit “Pmax” of on-line generation is de-rated by 7%.


On December 13, 2006 at 06:52 Hrs, ERCOT’s Control Center declared an EECP Step 1. The cause for this was an ARR less the 2300 MWs (2295 MWs) starting at 06:49:44. ERCOT Operators placed a hotline call to the QSEs and TDSP’s at 06:55. In their call, they reviewed the four (4) Dispatch Instructions to the QSEs as per their process stated in Operating Guides Section 4, Part 5.6.7 “EECP Step 1”. SPP interconnect was notified via phone by the Desk Supervisor but sounded like they (SPP) did not understand what was required.  ERCOT did not find further actions necessary in the time frame of the event.

During the short timed event, the majority of the QSEs did respond to inform ERCOT how much available capacity they could have within the hour. With the load soon reaching its peak the extra generation was not needed. 


The EECP event was short-lived. The ARR bottomed out at 2208.3 MW at 07:05:12, then rebounded and crossed over 2300 at 07:12:44 with 2305 MWs. The ERCOT Total System Load reached its peak of 37,477 MWs a few minutes later at 07:14:08. The EECP Step 1 was cancelled at 07:16 via a hotline call to the QSEs.  ERCOT Operations did not indicate further problems with capacity or reserves looking forward.

NERC Standard EOP-002-1 Capacity and Energy Emergencies Requirements R2, R3 and R9 was reviewed as part of the 2006 NERC Compliance program applicable to this event and found that both R3 and R9 were inadequate at this time. 

R2
“Each Balancing Authority shall implement its capacity and energy emergency plan, when required and as appropriate, to reduce risks to the interconnected system.”

ARR under 2300 MW level was the trigger. ERCOT Operations implemented the Step 1 of EECP as per Operation Guides Section 4 Part 5.6.7. Step 2 was never reached.
