Remedial Switching Actions 
Statement of the problem
In the ERCOT system there are switches and breakers that may need to be opened or closed to prevent pre or post contingency violations in real time. Normally, TSPs and ERCOT identify and document any such switching actions as part of the Network Operations Model definition of Remedial Action Plans (RAPs). However, during the evaluation of Outages or unusual ERCOT System operating conditions, Remedial Switching Actions may be identified by ERCOT or the TSP to mitigate the security violations caused by an outage under evaluation or the unusual ERCOT System operating conditions.  In such cases, a Remedial Switching Action shall be entered in the Outage Scheduler listing the switches and breakers effected.   Remedial Switching Actions are transparent to all Market Participants as any other transmission outage.
Recommendations

Provide capability for TSPs to create a Forced Outage sub-type in the Outage Scheduler to request approval of  a “Remedial Switching Action” describing the effected switches and breakers actions required that can be used by ERCOT outage evaluation systems and be posted to the MIS Secure Area. Limit the length of the Remedial Switching Action to a maximum of 3 days. If the Remedial Switching Action is required to remain active for longer than 3 days, a  Planned Outage will be submitted to change the position of effected breakers and switches. If a given Remedial Switching Action becomes a common occurrence, a Remedial Action Plan will be created and entered using the Network Operations Model Management. Breakers and switches in a Remedial Switching Actions must be able to be returned to their normal position in 4 hours or less (this allows for drive time for remote switches w/o SCADA). An explanation for need of the Remedial Switching Action is required to be entered by the TSP at the time of creation of the proposed switching action.  The explanation is posted with the sequence of breaker and switch status changes defining the plan in the Outage Scheduler. 
ERCOT must approve all Remedial Switching Actions prior to implementation by TSPs and post such outages to the MIS Secure Area . ERCOT shall produce statistics reporting use of this special type of Forced Outage -  “Remedial Switching Actions” as a separate category in addition to those described in Sections 3.1.3.1. and 8.3.
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