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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	

	1.
	ERCOT is currently tracking 159 active generation interconnection requests totaling over 76,000 MW.  Two wind farms, Forest Creek and Sand Bluff started commercial operations in December 2006.  The total capacity for the two units is 214 MW.
	

	2.
	Draft scope for a Coal Unit Integration Study was sent to RPG for comment. This study will evaluate the transmission projects that are warranted with different combinations of units proposed for 2009-2012.   
	

	3.
	Dynamic stability study (based on 5-Year Plan for 2007) of possible transfers out of West Texas, including wind models, has been completed.  Results will be presented to ROS Feb 15 and Regional Planning Group Meeting Feb 16.
	

	4.
	Approximately $133 million worth of transmission projects are currently under RPG and/or ERCOT Independent review. The TNP/CNP Alvin 345kV Tie Project was presented to and endorsed by the ERCOT Board in January.  
	


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  

New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations

Forest Creek and Sand Bluff, wind farms located in Sterling and Glasscock Counties, started commercial operations in December 2006.  The total capacity for the two units is 214 MW.

Active Generation Interconnection Requests

	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 159 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	5
	5
	9
	19

	SSS Completed
	
	8
	8
	15
	31

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	12
	20
	44
	76

	FIS Completed
	
	1
	0
	2
	3

	Interconnect Agreement Completed 
	
	12
	4
	14
	30

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	30,027
	27,837
	18,158
	76,022

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	870
	4,328
	15,427
	20,625


	Fuel 
	Public
	Non-public
	Total

	Natural gas
	2.850
	10,400
	13,250

	Nuclear
	0
	25,186
	25,186

	Coal
	11,839
	4,052
	15,891

	Wind
	2,600
	18,025
	20.625

	Other
	0
	1,070
	1,070

	Totals
	17,289
	58,733
	76,022


Potential Future Generation Interconnections

The table below summarizes the publicly known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.  (IA=Interconnect Agreement, PL=Public Letter)

	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	IA
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Mar-07
	0
	Change in in-service date

	06INR0037
	Cirello 1
	IA
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	233
	

	03INR0034
	Silver Star 1
	IA
	Erath
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	60
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend 1
	IA
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	06INR0036
	Quail Run 1
	IA
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	03INR0030
	Wild Horse 1
	IA
	Cottle
	West
	Wind
	Jun-07
	126
	

	07INR0003
	Whirlwind 1
	IA
	Floyd
	West
	Wind
	Sep-07
	60
	

	06INR0021
	Barton Chapel 
	IA
	Jack
	North
	Wind
	Oct-07
	120
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 2
	IA
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	200
	

	04INR0017
	Ocotillo Wind Farm 1
	IA
	Howard
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	59
	

	04INR0020
	Project Snyder
	IA
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	63
	

	07INR0045
	Roscoe 1
	IA
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	209
	

	07INR0010
	Stanton Wind 1
	IA
	Martin
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	101
	

	06INR0038
	Scurry County 1
	IA
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	May-08
	130
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend 2
	IA
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	May-08
	275
	

	06INR0036
	Quail Run 2
	IA
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	May-08
	275
	

	03INR0030
	Wild Horse 2
	IA
	Cottle
	West
	Wind
	Aug-08
	39
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 1
	IA
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-08
	400
	

	09INR0008
	Big Brown 3
	IA
	Freestone
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0010
	Martin Lake 4
	IA
	Rusk
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0011
	Monticello 4
	IA
	Titus
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 1
	IA
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	855
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 3
	IA
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0014
	Valley 4
	IA
	Fannin
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0006
	Greenville
	PL
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-09
	1750
	

	08INR0003
	Sandow 5
	IA
	Milam
	North
	Coal
	Jul-09
	581
	Signed IA

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 2
	PL
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-09
	400
	

	09INR0009
	Lake Creek 3
	IA
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0012
	Morgan Creek 7
	IA
	Mitchell
	West
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 2
	IA
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Oct-09
	855
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 4
	IA
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-10
	858
	Signed IA

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	IA
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Jun-10
	750
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 3
	PL
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-10
	400
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo
	PL
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Feb-11
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	PL
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek 1
	IA
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Sep-11
	800
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	17,289
	


2.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.

· Coal Unit Integration Study    

· A draft scope for this study was sent to RPG members for comment by 2/8/2007.  As drafted, this study will evaluate what sets of transmission projects are economic to integrate the various units planned for the eastern part of Texas in the 2009-2012 timeframe.  Different sets of economic projects will be identified for reasonable combinations of these units.  Transmission projects identified in the study will be presented for Board endorsement when the combination of units which justify those projects have signed interconnection agreements and air permits 

· CREZ Study (SB20).    

· Responded to stakeholder questions on this study and prepared for the technical conference in PUCT docket number 33672

· Regional Planning Group Project Reviews. 

· TNP/CNP Alvin 345kV Tie Project was presented to and endorsed by the ERCOT Board in January.  This is a $19.4 million set of projects to provide support for TNP’s system south of Houston. 

· TXUED TNP One – East Bell County 345kV Double Circuit Project has been submitted. This is a $63 million project in north central Texas driven primarily by the proposed addition of new coal generation in the area.  Comments have been received from stakeholders, which TXUED has addressed, and the ERCOT Independent Review of this project is underway. 

· TXUED Anna-Collin-NW Carrollton has been submitted and the ERCOT Independent Review is nearing completion and will be presented to TAC and the Board in March.

· TXUED Able Springs has been submitted.  It is a $12.8 million project primarily to serve an important load customer in Kaufman County.  It is currently in ‘Study Mode’ while TXUED addressed comments made by the RPG.

· CNP Houston Area Constraint Mitigation Phase II Project has been submitted.  It is a $37.9 million project to increase the North to Houston import capability.  It has completed the comment phase with no comments requiring CNP resolution and is currently in ERCOT Independent Review.

·  Other Projects/Studies

· Results of new LOLP study was presented to GATF in January.  GATF plans further discussion of this study at their next meeting.
3.0
Transmission Services Activities 

· Resource Adequacy/CDR

· 2007 Capacity, Demand and Reserve Report (CDR) underway 

· Notice of Probabilities of Return for moth-balled units sent to generating companies by Client Relations.

· Participated and made presentations at GATF meetings

· Load Forecasting

· Updating the Load Shape and Energy forecasting models for the preparation of the 2007 long-term peak and energy demand forecast.

· Re-ran the load forecasting model to validate the forecast load with the actual temperatures during the summer season. The model forecasted a load of 62,054 MW, characterizing the load response to the hot temperatures during the summer 2006, compared to the actual settlement load of 62,334 MW. This represents an error of -0.45%.

· Update the load, temperature and economic/demographic data.

· Publish the three year weekly load forecast by weather and CM/CSC zones, and total system load and energy consumption

· Attended the Load Forecasting Forum on January 24, 2007. The methodologies and results for the Short, Medium, and Long–Term forecasts were presented and discussed.

· Reviewed Long-Term Forecast Presentation and updated the following graphs:
· ERCOT Actual Hourly Load Shape
· ERCOT Backcast  Hourly Load Shape
· ERCOT Backcast/Fit Hourly Load Shape
· ERCOT Actual and Forecast Hourly Load Shape
· Published a first draft of a white paper on the development of the Long-Term Demand and Energy Consumption forecast model. This white paper was released to the market participants on January 24, 2007.

· Prepared a first draft paper on the Long-Term assessment and the impact of extreme weather on peak demand forecasts for NERC publishing.
· Dynamic Analysis and Modeling

· Study of stability limits for power transfers out of West Texas

· Completed study with additional simulations to test the addition of new reactive power devices to generation dispatch.

· Presentation of study findings to ROS/RPG Feb 15 & Feb 16. 

· Supporting PTI in the development of combined cycle power plant stability models.

· Start gathering partial data from the “ERCOT Combined Cycle Dispatch survey” and submitting it to PTI.

· Supporting ongoing DWG efforts to develop a transient voltage recovery criteria and draft requirements for field testing of NERC generator performance standards (PRC-019, PRC-024,MOD-026,MOD-027).

· Participating in generic wind model development.  Phone conference call with WECC and others on 1/12/07.

· Type 3 models (doubly-fed induction generator) for PSS/E posted on PTI website

· Supporting System Operations in the analysis and enforcement of real time voltage stability limits and transient stability limits

· High tier under-frequency load shedding study.  Participated on intra-department meeting to discuss results of studies done using PSSe and TSAT to assess the impact of a few loads participating in the new high-frequency tier scheme.
· Review of study scopes and/or dynamic studies associated with generation interconnection projects

· Supporting the System Operation project – PR-30084 CSC Thermal and Voltage Calculation and Postings with bug fixing and testing.
· Data Activities

· Advised System Planning WG model development

· Update of the generating units Pmax data in the base cases with the latest seasonal Net Dependable Capability test data in March
· Annual Load Data Request (ALDR) training was held January 24

· Developed ALDR contact information 

· Nodal/NMMS Activities

· Updated planning presentation for upcoming TSP meetings
· Reviewed TSP input on TPIT in NMMS

· CM/TCR Activities

· Completed March TCR calculations

· Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT)

· Correspondence sent out to TPIT Participants requesting completed data in the Trans Circuit Miles New, Rebuilt or Reconductored column and Transformer Capacity (MVA) column  

· Compiling updated TPIT information and corresponding by email and phone with TO’S regarding update information needed
· Assigning new project numbers for new projects

· Next TPIT release will be March 1

· Maps/Graphics

· Maintained and updated AutoCAD Transmission Network System map
· Updating AutoCAD Transmission map to match Power World map, one-line diagram information and Data Dictionary
· Created area maps for reports (JPEG, DXF or WMF format) as requested

· Plotting Transmission, Zone, area maps for mailing and internal use and plotting oversized documents for others

· NERC Activities

· Started work on EIA-411

· Started work on Summer Assessment

· Working with MMWG to determine impact to ERCOT on MMWGs change from NERC to ERAG.

· Attended NERC TIS meeting January 12-13

· PC Excom Meeting Feb 7-8

· Other Issues

· System  Planning and Operations Map Access Approval

· Preparation of CREZ, LTSA & C&N Reports

Upcoming Events/Deadlines

February

TPIT SSWG case updates are due to Doug Evans no later than February 1st
TPIT updates are due to Jan Grisham no later than February 1st

TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting February 7-8

LaaR data for inclusion in DWG dynamics data file due February 15

March

March 1 ALDR data due to ERCOT

TPIT Report to be posted
ERCOT Draft Summer Assessment due to NERC Mar 30
April

April 2 Complied ALDR due to SSWG from ERCOT
April 20 NOIE dispatch data due to ERCOT for SSWG cases
Siemens – PTI user group meetings for PSSE, MUST, ODMS

ERCOT Operations Training Seminar
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