Current Protocol 8 Language for Opportunity Outages

8.4.6
Opportunity Outage

Opportunity Outages are a special category of Planned Outages that may be accepted by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced off line due to a Forced Outage and the Resource has been previously accepted for a Planned Outage during the next eight (8) days.

When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved or accepted Outage scheduled within the following eight (8) days, the Resource may remain Off-line and start the accepted/approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must notify ERCOT with as much Notice as practicable.

Current Nodal Protocol 3 Language for Opportunity Outages 

3.1.5.5
Opportunity Outage of Transmission Facilities
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved under Section 3.1.6.8, Opportunity Outage.

3.1.6.8
Opportunity Outage

(1)
Opportunity Outages for Transmission Facilities and Resources are a special category of Planned Outages that may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage and the Resource has been previously accepted for a Planned Outage during the next eight days.

(2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an accepted or approved Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the Resource may remain Off-Line and start the accepted or approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must give as much notice as practicable to ERCOT.

(3)
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage and a TSP has been previously approved for a Planned Outage during the next eight days.

(4)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved Transmission Facilities Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the TSP may start the approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  ERCOT must give as much notice as practicable to the TSP.

Recommended wording for current Protocols Sections 8.4.6 
(1)
Opportunity Outages for Transmission Facilities and Resources are a special category of Planned Outages that may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage or . 

(2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an accepted or approved Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the Resource may remain Off-Line and start the accepted or approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must give as much notice as practicable to ERCOT.

(3)
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage or has been approved for a Planned or Maintenance Outage in the less than 3 day time frame and the TSP has an Opportunity Outage request on file with ERCOT and the Resources QSE. The Opportunity Outage Request must state the specific resource, equipment to be outaged, outage duration and date the outage must be completed by.
(4)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved Transmission Facilities Opportunity Outage Request on file with ERCOT,  the TSP may start the approved Outage as soon as practible after authorized to proceed by ERCOT.  ERCOT must give as much notice as practicable to the TSP.
Recommended wording for Nodal Protocol Section 3.1.5.5 Opportunity Outage of Transmission Facilities
(1)
Opportunity Outages of Transmission Facilities may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage or has been approved for a Planned or Maintenance Outage in the less than 3 day time frame and the TSP has an Opportunity Outage request on file with ERCOT and the Resources QSE.    The Opportunity Outage Request must state the specific resource, equipment to be outaged, outage duration and date the outage must be completed by.

2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an approved Transmission Facilities Opportunity Outage Request on file with ERCOT,  the TSP may start the approved Outage as soon as practible after authorized to proceed by ERCOT.  ERCOT must give as much notice as practicable to the TSP.

Recommended wording for Nodal Protocol Section 3.1.6.8 Opportunity Outage of Resources
(1)
Opportunity Outages for Resources are a special category of Planned Outages that may be approved by ERCOT when a specific Resource has been forced Off-Line due to a Forced Outage and the Resource has been previously accepted for a Planned Outage during the next eight days.  
(2)
When a Forced Outage occurs on a Resource that has an accepted or approved Outage scheduled within the following eight days, the Resource may remain Off-Line and start the accepted or approved Outage earlier than scheduled.  The QSE must give as much notice as practicable to ERCOT.
How an Opportunity Outage is designed to work for a Transmission Service Provider(TSP):

1.
A TSP needs to maintain, replace, upgrade or install new TSP owned transmission equipment which connects a resource or other high voltage customer to the interconnected ERCOT grid.

2.
The TSP will check the posted Resource outages in the ERCOT Portal to determine if the desired resource already has an outage scheduled.  If the TSP can perform its work during the resource outage, the TSP and Resources QSE will coordinate outage entries in the ERCOT Portal.

3.
If no Resource outage is scheduled during the time period within which the TSP must perform its work, the TSP will file an Opportunity Outage Request with the Resources QSE and ERCOT stating the specific resource, nature of the work, equipment to be outaged, work duration and date the work must be completed by.  The real time operations personnel at ERCOT, the QSE and the TSP will all be made aware of the Opportunity Outage Request.

4.
If a forced outage on the specific resource occurs, ERCOT, the QSE and TSP will communicate with each other to determine if the forced outage will be of sufficient duration for the TSP to complete its work before the Resource becomes available again.  If yes, ERCOT will approve the TSP’s outages.
5.
If a Resource has a Planned or Maintenance Outage accepted in the less than 3 day time frame and the TSP has an Opportunity Outage request on file, plus meets the conditions in #4, the TSP should be allowed to combo with the Resource Outage. 
5.
If a TSP needs to maintain, replace, upgrade or install new TSP owned transmission equipment at a substation owned by a large industrial customer, governmental, medical or military facility where the customer has to have some of their own equipment out of service and the TSP cannot wait until a maintenance outage is scheduled, the same procedures used for a Resource-related forced/opportunity outage could be utilized, as long as no equipment other than that being forced out is requested. 
