February 1, 2007

Jim Holstein, SoftSmiths, Inc.
Re: Nodal Sandbox Roadmap v0.091

General Comments
ERCOT is allowing either pull or push of notification messages.  For someone who is expecting messages to be pushed, will there be a way to use the pull interfaces for recovery in the event of network outages?  In other words, will there be a Query interfaces for every type of Notification?

What must a consumer do to "expose a Web service" for receiving notifications?  Will we have to provide web service discovery, or do we just need to register a URL with ERCOT?

Will the sandbox environment be maintained after the nodal system goes into production use?  Not just kept available, but actually kept running, so that market interactions and so on can be verified?

We notice that all timestamps in the XML interfaces will be in GMT

(Zulu) time zone.  Will this be carried forward to times in Reports/Extracts for consistency?

We like that apparently all interval data in XML interfaces will be identified with start AND end times, eliminating ambiguous times due to some data being hourly and others for 15-minute intervals.

