Equipment Status Change
Statement of the problem
In the ERCOT system there are switches and breakers that are opened or closed to prevent pre or post contingent violations or to maintain voltage in real time. ERCOT currently has several Pre Contingency Action Plans (PCAP) that when a specific criterion is established, a switch or breaker needs to be opened/closed to prevent a possible post contingent violation. There are power stations that when a certain combination of units are on line a bus tie breaker needs to be opened due to post contingency fault current. TSP’s have areas in their systems that when the load in the area or on a line reaches a specific level or the voltage reaches a specific level, a switch or breaker is opened or closed to keep the area more secure. Protocol 6.5.1.1 authorizes ERCOT to ‘Direct the physical operation of the ERCOT Transmission Grid, including circuit breakers, switches voltage control equipment, and Load-shedding equipment. This type of switching is not covered with the outage types presented in the Protocols. 
Recommendations

Add a new outage type called ‘Equipment Status Change’. Limit the length of the outage to 7 days. If the device will be will remain in the new position for longer than 7 days a NMCOR will need to be submitted to change the normal position. The outage must start on the current day. It must be able to be returned to its normal position in 4 hours or less (this allows for drive time for remote switches w/o SCADA). An explanation as to the need of the outage is required with the request. ERCOT shall be notified before the switch or breaker is opened or closed. 
