6.5.9.5
Block Load Transfers between ERCOT and Non-ERCOT Control Areas

Block Load Transfers (BLTs) are procedures that transfer Loads normally located in the ERCOT Control Area to a Non-ERCOT Control Area.  Similarly, when a Non-ERCOT Control Areas experience certain transmission contingency or short-supply conditions, ERCOT may agree to the implementation of BLT procedures that transfer Loads normally located in a Non-ERCOT Control Area to the ERCOT Control Area.  BLTs are restricted to the following conditions:

(a)
BLTs may occur only under a specific Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.

(b)
BLTs that are comprised of looped systems may be tied to the other Control Area’s electrical system(s) through multiple interconnection points at the same time.  Transfers of looped configurations are permitted only if all interconnection points are netted under a single ESI ID.

(c)
BLTs of Load to the ERCOT Control Area are: 

(i)
Treated as non-competitive wholesale Load in the Load Zone containing the ERCOT breaker or switch that initiated the BLT; 

(ii)
Registered in a manner similar to that of Non-Opt-In Entities; 

(iii)
Responsible for UFE allocations and Transmission Losses consistent with similarly situated Non Opt-In Entity metering points; and 

(iv)
Permitted only if the BLT will not jeopardize the reliability of the ERCOT System.  Under an Emergency Notice, BLTs that have been implemented may be curtailed or terminated by ERCOT to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT System.
(d)
BLTs of Load from the ERCOT Control Area are treated as Resources in the ERCOT Settlement system and may only be instructed with the permission of the affected Non-ERCOT Control Area.  Under an Emergency Condition, BLTs that have been implemented may be curtailed or terminated by the Non-ERCOT Control Area to maintain the reliability of the Non-ERCOT system.
(e)
BLTs specifically exclude transfers of Load between ERCOT and Non-ERCOT Control Areas that occur behind a retail Settlement Meter.

(f)
BLTs may be used in the restoration of service to customers if the transfers will not jeopardize the reliability of the ERCOT System.
(g)
The necessary Market Participant agreements, metering, and ERCOT Settlement systems must be in place before ERCOT may implement any BLT.

(h)
BLT metering points connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid used five or more time per year, as monitored by the TSP, must conform to ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) Metering requirements as defined in Section 10, Metering, and the Settlement Metering Operating Guides.  All other BLT metering points must be revenue quality, four channel bi-directional kWh/kvarh, 15-minute Interval Data Recording (IDR) metering with remote interrogation.  ERCOT may impose additional metering requirements it considers necessary to ensure ERCOT System reliability and integrity.
(i)
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) telemetry on switching devices at BLT points must be provided.

6.5.9.5.1
Registration and Posting of BLT Points

(1)
BLTs that block ERCOT Load into a non-ERCOT Control Area are treated as a Resource by ERCOT and assigned a Resource ID.  The TSP or DSP associated with the BLT Point has the responsibility for creation and maintenance of BLT Resource IDs.  An ERCOT-registered Resource Entity with an ERCOT-registered QSE affiliation must complete the applicable asset registration forms.  This asset registration form along with the metering design documentation is the basis for establishing the ERCOT data model of the BLT.

(2)
BLTs that block Non-ERCOT Load into the ERCOT System are treated as a non-competitive wholesale Load by ERCOT and assigned an ESI ID.  The TSP or DSP associated with the BLT Point has the responsibility for creation and maintenance of BLT ESI IDs.  Customers connected to the ERCOT System do not require an ESI ID if they are located behind BLT Points.  The TSP or DSP that creates the BLT Point shall provide the ESI ID associated with the BLT to ERCOT as well as notify ERCOT of the ERCOT registered LSE, and the QSE affiliation of the LSE associated with the BLT.

(3)
A “BLT Point” is the metering point for a BLT Resource ID or for a BLT ESI ID.

(4)
ERCOT shall post the registration details of all registerd BLTs to the MIS Secure Area.

6.5.9.5.2
Scheduling and Operation of BLTs

(1)
The QSE for the Resource associated with a BLT Point shall include that Resource in its Current Operating Plan.  The QSE is not required to provide the Real-Time data for the BLT Point to ERCOT as would normally be provided on behalf of Resources.  The Current Operating Plan must show the availability of the Resource, but ERCOT shall confirm its availability with the Non-ERCOT system before issuing any Dispatch Instructions to the QSE and the TDSP.  Any energy delivered under such a Dispatch Instruction is treated as an Emergency Base Point instruction to the QSE.

(2)
Generation Resources connected to the portion of the ERCOT Transmission Grid included in the BLT are under no obligation, under these Protocols, to provide Ancillary Services or any other services to ERCOT while that portion of the ERCOT Transmission Grid is connected to a non-ERCOT system other than through a DC Tie.

(3)
ERCOT shall continue to include the BLT Point Load in the Settlement of the LSE Load Obligations.

