Non-Spin Deployment Notification and Availability

Introduction:

The current Nodal protocols require ERCOT to develop a procedure, approved by TAC, to deploy Non-Spin. While analyzing the Non-Spin requirements, ERCOT and software vendors felt that some changes are suggested to improve the deployment and recall of Non-Spin. ERCOT operations, Consultants, and software vendors from AREVA and ABB, recommend two proposals: this white paper describes the business process associated with those proposals.
Nodal Recommendations:
Non-Spin Reserve Notification Process
The Nodal Protocol requires ERCOT notifications for deployment to QSEs with Resources providing Non-Spin include the MW deployment level and anticipated duration of Non-Spin deployment. However, since the deployment of Non-Spin must always be 100% of that scheduled, it is not necessary to indicate the MW level of deployment. Furthermore, the anticipated duration of deployment is not generally known by the Operator at the time of Non-Spin Reserve deployment so this entry would not be accurate and may need to be subsequently corrected one or more times.
The Generation Subsystem will send a Resource-specific Non-Spin deployment status flag indicating whether the Resource’s Non-Spin status has changed (flag states are either “Deploy” or “Recall”).  If Non-Spin responsibility among generators changes in hours following a Non-Spin deployment, ERCOT will send resource-specific deployment instructions for the new generators receiving Non-Spin responsibility.  
Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule and Responsibility
The protocols provide that a QSE reduce a Resource’s Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule by the amount of the deployment. Currently, QSEs send only the Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule to ERCOT.

In order to provide ERCOT with more relevant information, QSEs are requested to provide two data items related to Non-Spin:

1. Non-Spin Responsibility (reflects Non-Spin obligation for the Resource where deployed or not deployed)
2. Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule (normally equal to Non-Spin responsibility, changes to zero when the QSE makes the Resource available for dispatch following an ERCOT request for Non-Spin deployment, and returns to the Non-Spin responsibility value when ERCOT recalls Non-Spin).  
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