Steady State Working Group (SSWG)

Issues for ROS

November 9, 2006

1. SSWG met early this month on Oct 30, Oct 31 and Nov 1 to finalize the DataSetB planning cases.  The final cases will be posted on the ERCOT web site on November 17.  

2. SSWG has completed the TPIT submission on November 1st deadline.

3. SSWG has submitted the updated data dictionary to ERCOT on November 1st to reflect all the changes of the Electrical Bus Names in the planning model.

4. Data Comparison – The next data comparison will occur in early December after the November TPIT update is complete.  SSWG members have agreed for ERCOT to use the 06/07-winter peak planning case for comparison with the ERCOT real time operating model in December.  During the discussion of the data comparison, there are concerns about whether ERCOT should honor all the Exceptions/Ignores assigned by individual TDSPs.  ERCOT would prefer to examine the logics behind the Exceptions/Ignores and then decide whether they are legitimate.  No consensus is made and ERCOT will work closely with the individual TDSPs to resolve the issues.

5. John Moseley has given the SSWG members a brief summary of the latest Nodal development.  According to John, the CIM/XML development should be transparent to SSWG and its members.  However, there are still many outstanding issues that need to be clarified.  How many CRR models will be developed?  Can the monthly operating models replace the existing DataSetA models?  How does the conversion program work from converting the operating model to PSS/E planning model?  Will SSWG members be responsible to validate both the CRR models and planning models?

6. Manjula from Centerpoint Energy has voiced concerns about the UPLAN dispatch procedures for the mothballed generator units.  For the planning cases that do not have enough generation to cover the entire ERCOT load, all the mothballed units will be activated by ERCOT at their PMIN level to cover the difference.  However, the high level of Mvar output from these mothballed units has created an unrealistic situation for the cases.  SSWG needs to further define the level of Mvar contribution from these mothballed units.

7. Load Modeling options to be presented to ROS for vote and approval of the SSWG procedural manual.

Options 1: Proposed statement in SSWG Procedural Manual (Drafted by Lee Westbrook):

Section 1.3.4
In conformance to NERC Planning Standard MOD-017, Requirement R1.4 which states “The Load-Serving Entity, Planning Authority and Resource Planner shall each provide the following information annually … Annual Peak hour forecast demands (summer and winter)...” it is the responsibility of the load serving entities or their designated representatives to provide the data required to model the loads served, including the data required in the ALDR and the data necessary for ERCOT load flow base case modeling (Section 2.1.3.2).  Load serving entities not having representation on SSWG shall be contacted by ERCOT for this data.  If load data cannot be timely obtained, then ERCOT shall calculate loads based on historical data and ERCOT shall input these loads into the load flow base cases during the Data Set A and/or B annual updates.

Option 2: Proposed statement in SSWG Procedural Manual (Drafted by David Albers):

Section 1.3.4 In accordance with NERC planning standards and the ERCOT Operating Guides, Section 5.1.2, which states "Each ERCOT DSP directly interconnected with the transmission system (or its agent so designated to ERCOT) shall provide annual Load forecasts to the ERCOT SPF as outlined in the ERCOT Annual Load Data Request (ALDR) Procedures.  For each substation not owned by either a TSP or a DSP, the owner shall provide a substation Load forecast to the directly-connected TDSP sufficient to allow it to adequately include that substation in its ALDR response."  If the ALDR data is not received from the DSP by the deadline set forth in the ALDR procedures, ERCOT shall contact the DSP and request the ALDR data a second time. If the ALDR data is not received by the deadline set forth by ERCOT in the second request, the DSP shall be considered to be in non-compliance with the Guides and shall be reported to ERCOT compliance.  In these cases where current ALDR data from the DSP is absent, the TSP shall use whatever historical information is available, from previous ALDRs or ERCOT to create the data necessary to complete the cases.
Option 3: Proposed statement in SSWG Procedural Manual (submitted by Ken Chui)

Section 1.3.4
In conformance to NERC Planning Standard MOD-017, Requirement R1.4 which states “The Load-Serving Entity, Planning Authority and Resource Planner shall each provide the following information annually … Annual Peak hour forecast demands (summer and winter)...” and the ERCOT Operating Guides Section 5.1.2, which states “Each ERCOT DSP directly interconnected with the transmission system (or its agent so designated to ERCOT) shall provide annual Load forecasts to the ERCOT SPF as outlined in the ERCOT Annual Load Data Request (ALDR) Procedures.  For each substation not owned by either a TSP or a DSP, the owner shall provide a substation Load forecast to the directly connected TDSP sufficient to allow it to adequately include that substation in its ALDR response.” Load serving entities not having representation on SSWG shall submit the data to ERCOT or if the directly connected TSP has agreed to be the agent on SSWG for the load serving entity, to that TSP.  If load data is not timely submitted on the schedule and in the format defined by the TSP, then ERCOT shall calculate loads based on historical data and insert these loads into the load flow cases during DataSet A and DataSet B annual updates.
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