OWG Report to ROS
11/ 09/ 2006
The OWG met October 18, 2006. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1. 165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  This OGRR has been tabled per ROS directive. 
2. The OGRTF has reviewed Section 1 of the proposed Nodal Operating Guides.  And Section 2 will be finalized on November 13th, the first of a three (3) day meeting. The current schedule is:

a. November 13, 14, 16 Sections 2,4,5, and 6 will be worked on
b. December 11, 12, 14 Section 3 will be worked on and any remaining issues from the previous meeting

c. January 9, 10, 11 and 12 Sections 7, 8, 9 will be worked on and any remaining issues from the previous meeting

d. The entire Nodal Operating Guides will be sent to the OWG two weeks prior to posting the Nodal Operating Guides for comments (21 day comment period)

e. February 13, 14, 15, 16 the OGRTF will meet to review and coordinate all comments received. 

f. The first meeting of the OWG after the February OGRTF meeting days will be for final review and recommendation to the ROS

g. The first meeting day after the recommendation by OWG, the Nodal Protocols will be presented to ROS for further action.
3. The Black Start Task Force met on November 8, 2006 at the Taylor facility. The following was the published agenda:
a. Appoint new Vice Chair to Black Start Task Force

b. Review language revision to ERCOT Operating Guides to include Satellite phone compatible with ERCOT’s selection required for TOs that are selected by ERCOT to provide Black Start.(project # 50050

c. TOs submit their Black Start Plans along with changes to ERCOT either on CD or electronically by Nov. 8th so the ERCOT plan can be finalized

d. Update from group on changes to anyone’s system configuration

e. System Restoration Drills at ISO-New England. In addition to the ERCOT Severe   Weather Drills, is this something participants of ERCOT would benefit from?

f. Discuss comments from ROS / OWG pertaining to feedback received on the future  of PRR 584, (extending Black Start bid timeline)

g. Update from Compliance on any issues pertaining to Black Start
BSTF requests update of Black Start Plan study budget item
4. The OTF will meet on November 29th. The meeting will begin the process of scripting the next drill which is currently scheduled for the Fall of 2007.
5. At the October 18th   OWG meeting, there was a discussion of the ROS directive to have two Drills each year. A document from the OWG to ROS is attached outlining the work load and current training now being incorporated into each TO’s and QSE’s training schedules. The OWG membership present voiced that with Nodal implementation, start-up and subsequent training needing to be completed and participating in ERCOT drills and seminars to get the required 40 hours of emergency training per year has become a virtual overload.  SEE attached Response to ROS document from OWG membership. In addition, there are additional drills being either requested or directed by such entities as the Home Land Security in which Market participants are participating. It is requested that ROS rescind its directive and allow the OWG to conduct drills as outlined in the attached document. 
The next two meetings of the OWG have been scheduled for November 15th, 2006 and December 13, 2006. 
