



	Frequently Asked Questions – PR 50024 SCR 740


Frequently Asked Questions
1. How many APIs will be supported by SCR 740 Web Services and what are their specific functions?  

2. Will there be an API that allows the market participant to request the changes in market participant data in ERCOT’s SCR 740 database since a specific date? 
3. Can the market participant limit the data returned by the API to only service history, only NIDR usage, only IDR usage, or only supporting public tables?
4. What is the timeline for ERCOT testing with MP of the Web Services for SCR 740?
5. How will the annual refresh data be provided to the MP?  Via Web Services or CD?
6. Are there any limitations on the frequency of use of the APIs?
7. Can the query for the ESIID ownership on a Trade Day supply all of the ESIID owned by MP by profile code and congestion zone?
8. Will the SCR 740 API use the same digital certificate as the MarkeTrak API or a separate digital certificate?
9. What are the estimated response times for the API’s?
10. Are there known result set size limitations?
11. In a multiple company scenario, will a single digital certificate be used or will each company have its own certificate?
12. Will there be any checksum type indicators or totals provided?
13. Are there limited API connects?
14. Will there be any difference in the output data format as compared to today?
15. Are you required to implement all API functions or just the ones desired?
16. What is the earliest Historical Date that can be retrieved?
17. Will any request containing a single item require the 3 day turnaround time? 

18. Does ERCOT have any performance metrics for the turnaround time for data requested via the GUI and/or the API? 

19. Will API users be able to submit and retrieve the results of their data request via Web Services with a response time similar to our local SCR 727 tables?
20. Will every one who used the GUI need a new Digital Certificate or will the existing certificate for TML be sufficient?
21. Will API users need an additional application Digital Certificate or will the certificate for MarkeTrak be sufficient?
22. Is there a way to get access to a prototype or beta version of the system before it is rolled out to the Market?
23. Will there be any subsequent phases to this project to allow for enhancements for bug fixes?
General Concerns

1. Turn around time from data request to delivery.

2. The need to do a costly redesign our existing analysis automation which relies on the 727 tables.

3. A potential negative impact to DEV timelines for resolving issues.

4. Production will always have priority over development.

1.  How many APIs will be supported by SCR 740 Web Services and what are their specific     functions?
ERCOT assumes the questions are pertaining to Web Services for 50024_01. We are implementing a Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP via https) Web Service API that is activity-oriented (MP invokes a variety of activities from a menu of choices) versus resource-oriented (Get, Put, Post, Delete). A single operation is invoked for each activity the MP might request to be performed.

· Schedule data request

· Audit Data Request

· Cancel scheduled data request

· List of available schedule data requests

· List of scheduled data requests

· Get data request details

See Market Data Transparency Technical Specification document for detail around each service.
2. Will there be an API that allows the market participant to request the changes in market participant data in ERCOT’s SCR 740 database since a specific date?

Data change requests will not be part of SCR 740.

3. Can the market participant limit the data returned by the API to only service history, only NIDR usage, only IDR usage, or only supporting public tables?
Data output is filtered based on the parameters that the MP includes in the service request. The input parameters are the drivers for the size of the output data set.
4. What is the timeline for ERCOT testing with MP of the Web Services for SCR 740?
ERCOT will be in ITEST 1October 9, 2006 – December 1, 2006 for this project.  Since ERCOT does not have a certified EIS environment, ERCOT will not be providing market testing for this project.  WSDL, XSD and supporting technical documentation will be made available to market participants.  Direct ERCOT assistance with SCR 740 issues will be available upon request.
ERCOT is currently working on developing a process to provide a connectivity test solution for this project.

5.  How will the annual refresh data be provided to the MP?

Annual refreshes will be made available via DVD. ERCOT will generate the data based on the request, burn to DVD and mail to requesting MP within 10 days of the request.
6.  Are there any limitations on the frequency of use of the APIs?
There is no limit on frequency of use.  There is a limit on frequency of certain service requests. This information is specified in the User’s Guide.
7. Can the query for the ESIID ownership on a Trade Day supply all of the ESIIDs owned by MP by profile code and congestion zone?
ESIID ownership on a Trade date with certain attributes will provide the Service History Data using trade date, profile code and station code. CMZone service will provide ESIIDs owned for given trade date and CMZone. CMZone service will provide CMZone assignment for ESIIDs owned for a given trade date. LSEs can use the  de-aggregation web service to request Service History and Usage data for a specific trade date, profile code and station code. 

8. Will the SCR 740 API use the same digital certificate as the MarkeTrak API or a separate digital certificate?
SCR 740 point to point requests will use the same digital certificate used for MarkeTrak API.
9. What are the estimated response times for the API’s?
Response times for API requests will be the same as response times for GUI requests. The Web Service does not decipher between an API request or GUI request. All services with the exception of the refresh have a 3 day delivery window. Refreshes have a 10 day deliver window. Statistics on response times and frequency/volume of requests will be monitored with the implementation of this project to determine if any changes need to be made to the delivery of request responses.
10.   Are there known result set size limitations?
The response to the web service call is not expected to encounter any result size issues because the large result sets (resulting from the SCR 727 extract audit requests) will not be returned via the web service.  These refreshes are generate/no post and are sent via DVD.
11. In a multiple company scenario, will a single digital certificate be used or will each company have its own certificate?
Each company (dunsnumber) will be required to use their own digital certificate.  This is being evaluated in other projects, including NODAL.
12.   Will there be any checksum type indicators or totals provided?
Checksum indicators will not be part of SCR 740.

13.   Are there limited API connects?
No, there will not be any limits.

14.   Will there be any difference in the output data format as compared to today?
Yes. The decode columns will be made available at the end of the ESIIDSERVICEHIST records. We are also providing lists of ESIIDs. The data will be available as CSV or XML.

15.  Are you required to implement all API functions or just the ones desired?
There is no requirement for the market to use any of the services that are made available via GUI or point to point.  Certification is not required.
16.   What is the earliest Historical Date that can be retrieved?
For trade date, market conversion.  For Point in Time, June 1, 2006.

17.   Will any request containing a single item require the 3 day turnaround time?
Yes.  The amount of content will not be a factor but rather the number of requests in the queue. Statistics on response times and frequency/volume of requests will be monitored with the implementation of this project to determine if any changes need to be made to the delivery of request responses.
18. Does ERCOT have any performance metrics for the turnaround time for data requested via the GUI and/or the API? 
Many factors will determine response time including the obvious things like browser performance and bandwidth for requestor.  Statistics on response times and frequency/volume of requests will be monitored with the implementation of this project to determine if any changes need to be made to the delivery of request responses. For non-audit service requests, ERCOT has committed to a 3 day turnaround from the original request time.

19. Will API users be able to submit and retrieve the results of their data request via Web Services with a response time similar to our local SCR 727 tables?
The retrieval of the data requests will be very similar to the API process used today.  The Web Service returns STATUS and provides a URL link to the file (a REST service). Documents are retrieved via the provided URL using the existing API.
20. Will everyone who used the GUI need a new Digital Certificate or will the existing certificate for TML be sufficient?
Existing digital certificates may be used to access data request services.
21. Will API users need an additional application Digital Certificate or will the certificate for MarkeTrak be sufficient?
SCR 740 point to point requests will use the same digital certificate used for MarkeTrak API.
22. Is there a way to get access to a prototype or beta version of the system before it is rolled out to the Market?
ERCOT does not have a certified EIS environment so ERCOT will not be providing market testing for this project.

ERCOT is currently working on developing a process to provide a connectivity test solution for this project.
23. Will there be any subsequent phases to this project to allow for enhancements for bug fixes?
Additional project phases will be determined by market requests.  Bug Fixes will be covered under ERCOT O&M expense.
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