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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	Section

	1.
	Interconnection Requests Increase by 2,258 MW in August.  2,258 MW of new generation interconnection requests were received by ERCOT resulting in a total of 40,753 MW of potential new generation under study. 
	1.0

	2.
	Atkins RMR Exit Work Underway.  Construction of the transmission improvements necessary to exit the Atkins RMR contract to be completed by October 31, 2006.
	2.0

	3.
	Long-Term System Study Progressing.  ERCOT staff continues modeling and evaluation of possible transmission upgrades related to potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs) and development of a Long-Term System Assessment (LTSA) pursuant to new requirements under Senate Bill 20.
	3.0

	4.
	Developing Methodologies to Comply with PASA.  ERCOT staff is developing a plan to implement new requirements of the new resource adequacy rules, particularly for monthly projection of transmission constraints as required in the Projected Assessment of System Adequacy (PASA) rule.
	3.0

	5.
	Load Forecast Methodology Reviewed.  ERCOT staff completed a simulation to determine what the forecast would have been if the actual 2006 temperatures had been used in preparing the 2006 forecast.  Results validated the model utilized.
	4.0


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  

1.1 New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations.
No new units have begun commercial operations since the July report.

1.2
Active Generation Interconnection Requests.
The table below summarizes the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.  The current 99 projects reflect 40,753 MW of capacity, an increase of 2,258 MW of potential capacity over the July total of 38,495 MW. 
	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 81 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	0
	1
	9
	10

	SSS Completed
	
	7
	9
	14
	30

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	14
	7
	33
	54

	FIS Completed
	
	1
	1
	3
	5

	Interconnect Agreement Completed 
	
	2
	3
	12
	17

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	15,093
	11,487
	14,173
	40,753

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	480
	4,126
	11,917
	16,523


	INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING 

PROCESSED BY FUEL TYPE

	Fuel -Type
	Public Projects
	Confidential (Non-Public)
	Total Capacity Under Review (MW)
	%

	Natural gas
	2,300
	4,445
	6,745
	17%

	Coal
	11,709
	4,652
	16,361
	40%

	Wind
	2,944
	13,578
	16,523
	41%

	Other
	12
	1,112
	1,124
	2%

	Totals
	16,965
	23,788
	40,753
	100%


1.3
Potential Future Generation Interconnections. 

The table below summarizes the publicly known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.
	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	06INR0008
	Big Spring Electricity Gen Fac 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Howard
	West
	Waste heat
	Aug-06
	12
	

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	Interconnect Agreement
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Oct-06
	0
	

	05INR0018
	Horse Hollow 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Nolan
	West
	Wind
	Oct-06
	186
	

	04INR0020
	WKN Wind 1 Snyder
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	60
	

	05INR0011
	Forest Creek
	Interconnect Agreement
	Sterling
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	215
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	200
	

	03INR0034
	Silver Star
	Interconnect Agreement
	Erath
	West
	Wund
	Mar-07
	60
	

	04INR0015
	Cirello 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	233
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend Energy Center 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	06INR0036
	Quail Run Energy Center 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	06INR0038
	Scurry County Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	May-07
	130
	

	03INR0030
	Wild Horse Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Cottle
	West
	Wind
	Jun-07
	126
	New

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 1
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-07
	300
	

	06INR0021
	Barton Chapel Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Jack
	North
	Wind
	Oct-07
	120
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	200
	

	03INR0030
	Wild Horse Wind 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Cottle
	West
	Wind
	Aug-08
	39
	New

	05INR0015 
	Gulf Wind 2
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-08
	300
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 1
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-09
	790
	

	09INR0008
	Big Brown 3
	Public Letter
	Freestone
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0010
	Martin Lake 4
	Public Letter
	Rusk
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0011
	Monticello 4
	Public Letter
	Titus
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 3
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0014
	Valley 4
	Public Letter
	Fannin
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	06INR0006
	Greenville
	Public Letter
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-09
	1750
	

	01INR0028
	Orion Delaware Mt. Wind Farm
	Interconnect Agreement
	Culberson
	West
	Wind
	Jul-09
	175
	

	08INR0003
	Sandow 5
	Public Letter
	Milam
	North
	Coal
	Jul-09
	585
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 3
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-09
	300
	

	09INR0009
	Lake Creek 3
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	

	09INR0012
	Morgan Creek 7
	Public Letter
	Mitchell
	West
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 2
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-10
	790
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 4
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-10
	858
	

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek 1
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Jun-10
	800
	

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	Public Letter
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Jun-10
	750
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 4
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-10
	300
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo Plant
	Public Letter
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Dec-10
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Totals:
	16,965
	


2.0
Status of RMR Contracts
The table below summaries generating units currently under RMR Contract as of August 31, 2006. 

	Unit
	Generation Capacity (MW, Net)
	RMR Contract Status
	Contract Date
	Current Anticipated Exit Date
	Change Since Last Report

	Laredo 1, 2, & 3
	172
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	3Q 2010

under review
	CCN filed on 9/13 for Exit Strategy Transmission Project

	Atkins 4, 5, 6
	97
	Under Contract
	6/1/06-10/31/06
	10/31/06
	ERCOT Board notified of RMR/Exit Strategy Status on 9/12.

	Total MW Under RMR Contract as of March 31, 2006
	269
	
	
	
	


Atkins RMR:  ERCOT staff has completed its review of the need for Atkins unit 4, 5, and 6 beyond summer 2006 and has confirmed that once the Gibbons Creek-College Station Switch 138kV project is complete, ERCOT can release all the Atkins units from RMR status.  Texas Municipal Power Agency (TMPA), Brazos Electric Power Cooperative (BEC), and College Station Utilities (CSU) are performing the work on this project. 
3.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.

3.1
Long-term System Study (SB20).    

· Initiated modeling and evaluating transmission upgrades related to potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs).  

· Worked with Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Planning staff on approach to joint consideration of connection for potential CREZ in Texas Panhandle.

· Identified end-to-end line loading and other local problems in each scenario.  Since the focus of the Long-Term System Assessment (LTSA) is on bulk transmission needs, these problems will be shared with the TSPs but overlooked in the remainder of the analysis.  

· Begun modeling and evaluating transmission upgrades necessary for bulk transfers of power into high load areas to meet reliability criteria.  

3.2 Five-year Transmission Plan development. 

· Completed analysis of 2007 and 2008 reliability and economic upgrades; working on economic upgrades for 2009.
· Identified solutions that can be implemented in 2007 and 2008 for 5,000 MW wind scenario which indicate that a significant portion of the curtailments that would otherwise exist can be eliminated by these near-term upgrades from a thermal perspective; however, the study of potential dynamic constraints has not been completed and these constraints may require significantly more curtailment than the thermal constraints.   

· Work on 2010 and 2011 scenarios will begin once the 2009 economic study is completed.

3.3 Entergy Study (PUCT Project 32217:  Entergy Gulf Coast Inc.’s Plan for Identifying Applicable Power Region Pursuant to PURA 39.452(F)).  

· Studies of potential lower-cost alternatives to the projects presented at the March PUCT workshop, as suggested by stakeholders and others, have begun.

· Powertech Labs has begun work on the dynamic studies of the potential interconnection.
3.4       Regulatory and Policy

· Preparing comments on PUCT Project 31972 Renewable Rules.

· Preparing implementation approach on new resource adequacy rules as they relate to Regional Planning, particularly the requirement for monthly projection of 36 weeks of projected transmission constraints in Projected Assessments of System Adequacy (PASA).  

3.5 Regional Planning Group Project Reviews. 

· STEC Clemville project has completed ERCOT Independent Review and a letter supporting the project is in preparation.
· TXUED Venus-Sherry project has completed ERCOT Independent Review and will be presented to TAC and BOD for approval. 

· TXUED Odessa 345/138kV Autotransformer project has completed ERCOT Independent Review and a letter supporting the project is in preparation.

· TNP/CNP 345kV Tie Project is currently in ERCOT Independent Review.  This is a $22.1 million set of projects to provide support for TNP’s system south of Houston. 

· Independent study of the Sandow #2 auto project was completed and a letter supporting the project was sent to TXUED.

3.6
Other.

· Completed exit strategy development for Atkins RMR.
· Provided support for Transmission Operations in the Bryan and College Station area and ERCOT Operations for construction related issues.

4.0
Transmission Services Activities 

4.1 
Dynamic Analysis and Modeling.
· ERCOT staff is continuing to prepare and review a draft study of dynamic limits for power transfer out of West Texas.  A new run engine, developed by Staff, to automate multiple PSSe dynamics runs and plotting of results was utilized in the study.

· Supporting dynamic studies associated with the proposed integration of Entergy into ERCOT.  Participating in conference calls and meetings to define study scope and data requirements for Powertech.

· Supporting ongoing Regional Planning efforts to develop a wind ancillary service when related to dynamics studies.

· Supporting various outside efforts (WECC, UWIG, NREL, CIGRE) to improve wind farm modeling.

· Supporting ongoing DWG efforts to develop a transient voltage recovery criteria, update the DWG procedure manual and draft requirements for field testing of NERC generator performance standards (PRC-019, PRC-024, MOD-026, & MOD-027).

· Preparing for upcoming activities for the final third of the year including a transient event screening study for the entire ERCOT system.

4.2
Case Building.
· Quarterly updates of the SSWG base cases for the August TPIT have been completed and the cases have been posted.
· Started the SPWG future year short circuit database building.

4.3
Network Model Management System (NMMS) Support.
· Attend meeting with the NMMS team at TXU ED to discuss development of Network Model Management System (NMMS) and TXU ED’s TMIS functionality.

4.4
Load Forecasting.
· Completed a first-pass on the development of the Interval Data Recorders (IDRs) and Non-Opt In Entities (NOIEs) profile type forecast. 

· Finalized the creation of a more efficient process to retrieve final cuts for settlement load data, including additional capabilities for retrieving generation data.

· Conducted a simulation to determine what the forecast would have been if the actual 2006 temperatures had been used in preparing the 2006 long-term demand forecast, which was finalized at the beginning of this year.  The results of this simulation resulted in a “forecast” which varied only 0.3% from the actual peak demand.
· Attended a software training class on MetrixND.
4.5  
Studies underway or planned within System Planning Division

· Verifying TIPIT updates for 3rd quarter.
· Began update of the planning contingency file.
4.6
Other.
· Started the 2007 transmission losses calculation with SSWG.
· Provide support to ERCOT settlements for new station CM Zone identification.
· Completed October TCR calculations.
· Continuing efforts to complete the 2007 transmission losses calculation with SSWG.
· Provide support to ERCOT settlements for new station CM Zone identification.
· TARA training.
· Black Start Testing Training.
· Meeting with Stakeholders on New Generation Interconnection Procedures.
5.0 Upcoming Events/Deadlines
September

· August TPIT to be completed by end of month and posted September 1st 
· October I Report materials ordered
· System Planning Map Orders completed
· Draft and management approval of October 1 report

· NERC Winter Assessment

· Regional Planning Group Meeting; September 25th.

· Finalize new generation interconnection procedures and post manual on website
· Steady State WG 2007 Data Set B case creation to begin Sept 15 RAW data due to ERCOT for SSWG 2007 data set B   
October
· TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting; October 3-4

· Publish October 1 Report
· Regional Planning Group Meeting; October 23rd. 
· Oct 30- Nov 1 SSWG DSB meeting at TCC 1
November
· NERC MMWG meeting Nov 13-14
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