Protocols Revision Request


	PRR Number
	689
	PRR Title
	Down Balance Qualification for Renewable Resources

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	6.10.3.4  Balancing Energy

	Requested Resolution (Normal or Urgent)
	Normal

	Revision Description
	Modifies the Balancing Down Energy Service qualification for QSEs representing only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources to at or below the deployment level requested by ERCOT.

	Reason for Revision
	Existing test methodology does not adequately recognize the technical capabilities of and inherent limitations of Uncontrollable Renewable Resource technologies.  

	Credit Implications (Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No.

	Relevance to Nodal Market (Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No.

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	None.

	Timeline

	Date Posted
	August 28, 2006


	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Bruce

	E-mail Address
	Mark_J_Bruce@fpl.com

	Company
	FPL Energy

	Company Address
	823 Congress, Suite 803, Austin, TX 78701

	Phone Number
	512-536-1143

	Fax Number
	N/A


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	

	Assumptions
	1
	Applies to qualification testing only. Should have no impact on EMMS or other ERCOT systems.

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	Procedural modification only. Should require no additional personnel to implement.
	None.

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Removes existing barrier to Uncontrollable Renewable Resource QSEs meeting their mandatory Down Balance bid obligation.
	None.

	

	Additional Qualitative Information


	1
	

	

	Other
	1
	

	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.10.3.4
Balancing Energy

(1)
Testing using Generation Resource(s)

(a)
A test for Balancing Energy Service shall be performed during a continuous eight (8) hour window agreed on by the QSE and ERCOT.

(b)
ERCOT shall confirm the date and time of the test with the QSE using both the primary and alternate voice circuits to validate the voice circuits.

(c)
At any time during the window, selected by ERCOT when market and reliability conditions allow and not previously disclosed to the QSE, ERCOT shall notify the QSE using ERCOT’s Messaging System requesting it to provide an amount of Balancing Energy.  The QSE shall acknowledge the start of the test.  During the sixty (60) minute duration of the test, within the limits of requested qualification, ERCOT will vary the amount of Balancing Energy requested.

(d)
A QSE may qualify to provide only Balancing Energy Down Service using only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources by providing Balancing Energy Down Service, within the limits of requested qualification, in an amount available from the Uncontrollable Renewable Resource’s Resource Plan at the time of the Dispatch Instruction.  All measurements shall confirm the reduced delivery of energy due to the deployment of Balancing Down Energy Service when the generation amount of the Uncontrollable Renwable Reource is less than or equal to the Uncontrollable Renewable Resource’s resource plan less the amount requested by ERCOT. 
(e)
On successful demonstration of all test criteria, ERCOT shall qualify the QSE is capable of providing Balancing Energy and shall provide a copy of the certificate to the QSE.
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