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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	Section

	1.
	Interconnection Requests Increase by 2,288 MW in July:  Three new generation interconnection requests were received by ERCOT for screening studies in July.  The total capacity in all active generation interconnection requests is 38,495 MW. 
	1.0

	2.
	New Wind Generation in Operation:  Horse Hollow 3 and Horse Hollow 4 (223.5 MW and 116 MW respectively) wind farm in Nolan County went into commercial operation in July.  
	1.0

	3.
	Valley SES 1, 2 and 3 Not Needed for RMR:  ERCOT System Planning and System Operations have determined that Valley SES 1, 2 and 3 are not required to be available to maintain transmission security on the ERCOT System and will not be pursuing Reliability Must Run (RMR) contracts for these units.  
	2.0

	4.
	AEPTCC/ME Western Region Project Approved:  TAC and the ERCOT Board approved in July a series of reliability improvement projects in the AEPTCC/MEC Western Region (Uvalde-Del Rio-Pearsall area) totaling approximately $ 160 million. 
	3.0

	5.
	West Texas Dynamic Limit Study Underway:  A study of dynamic limits for power transfer out of West Texas is underway.  Base cases with dynamic models for wind farms including updated voltage and frequency protection data have been prepared for varying scenarios.  
	4.0


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  


1.1
New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations.

Horse Hollow 3 and Horse Hollow 4 (223.5 MW and 116 MW respectively, wind farms located in Nolan County) went into commercial operation in July 2006.


1.2
Active Generation Interconnection Requests.
The table below summarizes the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.  The current 99 projects, reflecting 38,495 MW of capacity, are an increase of 2,288 MW of capacity over the June total of 36,207 MW. 
	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 99 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	1
	3
	3
	7

	SSS Completed
	
	6
	4
	12
	22

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	15
	5
	31
	51

	FIS Completed
	
	1
	1
	3
	5

	Interconnect Agreement Completed 
	
	2
	3
	9
	14

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	15,093
	10,977
	12,425
	38,495

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	480
	3,677
	10,813
	14,970


The table below summarizes the primary fuel-type of the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.
	INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED BY FUEL TYPE

	Fuel-Type 
	Public Projects
	Confidential (Non-public)
	Total Capacity Under Review (MW)
	%

	Natural gas
	2,300
	3,740
	6,040
	16%

	Coal
	11,709
	4,652
	16,361
	43%

	Wind
	2,779
	12,191
	14,970
	38%

	Other
	12
	1,112
	1,124
	3%

	Totals
	16,680
	21,815
	38,495
	100%


1.3
Potential Future Generation Interconnections. 

The table below summarizes the publicly-known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.
	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	06INR0008
	Big Spring Electricity Gen Fac 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Howard
	West
	Waste heat
	Aug-06
	12
	Commercial Date Delayed

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	Interconnect Agreement
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Oct-06
	0
	

	05INR0018
	Horse Hollow 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Nolan
	West
	Wind
	Oct-06
	186
	

	04INR0020
	WKN Wind 1 Snyder
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	60
	

	05INR0011
	Forest Creek
	Interconnect Agreement
	Sterling
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	215
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	200
	

	03INR0034
	Silver Star 
	Interconnect Agreement
	Erath
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	60
	

	04INR0015
	Cirello 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	233
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend Energy Center 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	06INR0036
	Quail Run Energy Center 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	Apr-07
	275
	

	06INR0038
	Scurry County    Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	May-07
	130
	Name Change

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 1
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-07
	300
	

	06INR0021
	Barton Chapel    Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Jack
	North
	Wind
	Oct-07
	120
	New

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	200
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 2
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South


	Wind
	Sep-08
	300
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 1
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-09
	790
	

	09INR0008
	Big Brown 3
	Public Letter
	Freestone
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0010
	Martin Lake 4
	Public Letter
	Rusk
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0011
	Monticell0 4
	Public Letter
	Titus
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 3
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	09INR0014
	Valley 4
	Public Letter
	Fannin
	North
	Coal
	Apr-09
	858
	

	06INR0006
	Greenville
	Public Letter
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-09
	1,750
	Name Change

	01INR0028
	Orion Delaware Mt. Wind Farm
	Interconnect Agreement
	Culberson
	West
	Wind
	Jul-09
	175
	

	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS) … Continued 

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	08INR0003
	Sandow 5
	Public Letter
	Milam
	North
	Lignite
	Jul-09
	585
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 3
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-09
	300
	

	09INR0009
	Lake Creek 3
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	

	09INR0012
	Morgan Creek 7
	Public Letter
	Mitchell
	West
	Coal
	Oct-09
	858
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove 2
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-10
	790
	

	09INR0013
	Tradinghouse 4
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Apr-10
	858
	

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	Commitment Letter
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Jun-10
	750
	

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek 1
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Jun-10
	800
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind 4
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-10
	300
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo Plant
	Public Letter
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Feb-11
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Totals:
	16,800
	


2.0
Status of RMR Contracts
The table below summaries generating units currently under RMR Contract as of July 31, 2006. 

	Unit
	Generation Capacity (MW, Net)
	RMR Contract Status
	Contract Date
	Current Anticipated Exit Date
	Change Since Last Report

	Laredo 1, 2, & 3
	172
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	3Q 2010

under review
	N/A

	Atkins 3, 4, 5, 6
	97
	Under Contract
	6/1/06-10/31/06
	10/31/06
	RMR Exit Strategy Developed

	Total MW Under RMR Contract as of July 31, 2006
	269
	
	
	
	


Valley SES 1, 2 and 3 Notice of Suspension of Operations, dated July 5, 2006

ERCOT System Planning and System Operations have determined that Valley SES 1, 2 and 3 are not required to be available to maintain transmission security on the ERCOT System.   ERCOT will not be pursuing Reliability Must Run (RMR) contracts for these units.  This will serve as the initial and final determination for these units.

3.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.

3.1
Long-term System Study (SB20).    

· The wind profiles to be used for the Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) data development part of this study have been finalized and are posted.  

· The studies to develop the proxy thermal generation to be used in each scenario of this study have been completed and were presented to the RPGs at the July meeting.  

· ERCOT has worked with west Texas transmission owners to develop a set of potential transmission upgrades to be studied in association with different combinations of CREZs and levels of development within each CREZ.  

3.2 Five-year Study (Pre-Nodal Study Follow-up). 

· Several needed reliability-driven projects, in addition to the small, non RPG-reviewable projects already included in the SSWG cases, have been identified for 2007-2009 through ERCOT analysis and consultation with the TOs.  These projects were presented to the RPGs at the July meeting.  

· Studies to identify and evaluate economic projects for 2007-2009 have begun, including mitigation of constraints associated with the wind scenario.

3.3 Entergy Study (PUCT Project 32217:  Entergy Gulf Coast Inc.’s Plan for Identifying Applicable Power Region Pursuant to PURA 39.452(F)).  

· Studies of alternatives to the projects presented at the March PUCT workshop have begun.

· Entergy and ERCOT will be working with Powertech Labs to perform dynamic studies of the potential interconnection.
3.4 Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Studies.

· Initial studies simulating transactions between regions have been performed.  SPP is reviewing.

3.5 Regional Planning Group Project Reviews. 

· Clemville project (STEC) is in an additional Study Mode period and STEC has responded to comments.
· Venus-Sherry project did not receive any comments and is now under ERCOT Independent Review. 

· AEPTCC/Medina Electric Cooperative (MEC) projects for the Uvalde area were approved by the ERCOT Board in July.  The recommended projects will increase the reliability of the transmission system in the Uvalde-Del Rio-Pearsall area (Western Region).  The project includes the rebuild of the Hamilton Road-Uvalde 138kV line ($35.6M); the reconductor of the Del Rio138kV loop ($8.9M); a new CSPE Lytle to AEPTCC Lytle 138kV line with a 138/69kV autotransformer and the rebuild of the Lytle-Big Foot 69kV ($15.9M); a new Escondido-West Batesville 138kV line ($34.3M); a new Castroville-Uvalde 138kV line ($54.1M); and a new Palo Duro-Dilley 138kV line ($9.7M).  This area includes transmission operators South Texas Electric Cooperative (STEC) and City Public Service Energy (CPSE) in addition to AEPTCC and MEC.

· Odessa 345/138kV Autotransformer project is currently in the RPG comment period.  This is a <$1 million project to move a larger auto that is being replaced at Valley to Odessa.

· TNP/CNP 345kV Tie Project is currently in the RPG comment period.  This is a $22.1 million set of projects to provide support for TNP’s system south of Houston. 

· ERCOT’s Independent Review of the Centerpoint Dynamic Reactive Project was presented to the combined Regional Planning Group in a meeting on July 21, 2006 and will be presented to TAC and the BOD in August.
4.0
Transmission Services Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with the Transmission Services group.

4.1 
Dynamic Analysis and Modeling.
· Reviewing responses to survey of “as-built” voltage and frequency protection data from wind generation farms.  Responses received from 12 out of 15 wind farm sites.  The responses from 4 of these sites require additional clarification.  A summary of response deficiencies was reported to Client Services on 7/5/06.

· A study of dynamic limits for power transfer out of West Texas is underway.  Base cases with dynamic models for wind farms including updated voltage and frequency protection data have been prepared for three transfer scenarios.  Preliminary runs has been done using a new run engine, internally developed by Staff, to automate multiple PSSe dynamics runs sequentially and plotting selected dynamic variables response to file.

· Supporting dynamic studies associated with the proposed integration of Entergy into ERCOT.  Participating in conference calls and meetings to define study scope and data requirements.

· Supporting ongoing Regional Planning efforts to develop a wind ancillary service when related to dynamics studies.

· Supporting ongoing DWG efforts to develop a transient voltage recovery criteria, update the DWG procedure manual and draft requirements for field testing of NERC generator performance standards (PRC-019,PRC-024,MOD-026,MOD-027).

· Annual Voltage Stability screening study for ERCOT system complete – initial report submitted to management 7/5/06.  Transient event screening study pending.

4.2
Case Building.

· Completed and posted SSWG 2007 Data Set Base Cases.
· Began work on the SPWG Future Year Short Circuit Database building.

4.3
Network Model Management System (NMMS) Support.
· Continued efforts to maintain consistency between planning and operations models
· Attend meeting with CRR team, Nexant, and operations to review technical needs for model needs of CRR auction engine.
· Attend meeting the Nodal team and TXU ED to discuss development of NMMS


4.4
Load Forecasting.
· Finished a first-pass on the development of the Residential and the aggregate of Business Non-IDR & No-Demand profile types forecast. 

· Attended a software training class on MatLab.

· Renegotiated contract to obtain economic and demographic data.

· Produced load duration curves depicting the generation sources utilized to meet demand. 

· Compared the load forecast with the actual record system peak set on July 17, 2006 and determined that the weather for that day was above the “normal” or average temperatures used in producing the official forecast that is included in the CDR.  

· Provided input on load sensitivity for the 2006 NERC Summer Assessment.

· Developing a methodology to create a more efficient process to retrieve final cuts for settlement load data, including additional capabilities for retrieving generation data.


4.5
Congested Management Working Group Support

· 2007 CSC analysis was conducted and the results sent to Congestion Management WG for final determination
4.6  
Studies underway or planned within System Planning Division

· Verifying TIPIT updates for 3rd quarter
4.7
Other.
· Began work on the 2007 transmission losses calculation with SSWG.

· Provided support to ERCOT Settlements for the identification of Congestion Management (CM) zones for new stations.
5.0
Upcoming Events/Deadlines

August
· Steady State WG quarterly TPIT base case updates are due August 1

· RPG Meeting on August 28 at ERCOT’s Austin office.
· August TPIT to be completed by August 31st.    

· System Planning Map Orders should be received by ERCOT by August 31.
September

· Steady State WG 2007 Data Set B case creation to begin
· Sept 15 RAW data due to ERCOT for SSWG 2007 data set B
· Sept 13-14 NERC OC/PC meeting
· Sept 18-19 NERC TS meeting
· Sept 25 RPG Meeting
October

· Report on Existing and Potential Electric System Constraints and Needs to be published October 1 by ERCOT staff.

· Oct 30- Nov 1 SSWG DSB meeting at TCC 1
· TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting; October 3-4

· October 23 RPG Meeting
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